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We Only Have One Earth!

77e 7rst chapler of Genesrs srnows us thal God warniks mankind fo /earnm
10 rule fmself and /i1s envirormernt wisely.
Goaly rufe and stewardsip of the eartl1 require 1grleous /1eaaersip,
ana hankitly /it /s nnally on the rornzor.

out of place in the universe — it is

so different from what telescopes
reveal of other regions of space!
Some have called it ‘Spaceship Earth’
because it has its own environment
designed to sustain life in a most
marvellous way.

Even on the surface of planet Earth
there are vastly different climates and
topographies. You may be sweltering
in the Sahara or freezing in Finland.
But still there is life and the basic
elements needed to support it.

Yet many people are seriously
concerned about the general state of
our environment. They observe areas
of uncontrolled industrial develop-
ment and unsustainable use of our
limited resources. Some observers
even feel that we are tipping the
scales of this finely balanced system,
designed to sustain life, to the point
of no return.

In many ways our planet looks

Profiting from
environmental conflict

In 7%e Daily 7élegrap/; of 2 July
2006, a rather bizarre story shows
how well-intentioned European laws
to curb air pollution have been turned
into money-making opportunities
for large multinationals.

Correspondent Robert Watts
reports: ‘When it was launched with
a fanfare last year the European
Union’s Emission Trading Scheme
was trumpeted as a way to curb
the damage big business does
to the environment. Today, 18
months after its launch, the farcical

side-effects of the scheme are starting
to become clear.’

Under the scheme, the European
Commission gives member states
targets for the quantity of carbon
dioxide they can produce. The mem-
ber state governments then set indi-
vidual targets for companies and

other organisations for how much
carbon dioxide they are permitted to
produce. The scheme allows those
who exceed their pollution targets to
buy carbon permits from companies
that have not used their full allocation.

Overnight a so-called ‘carbon
trading’ market sprang into life, with
banks, accountancy groups and other
companies charging chunky fees to
put vendors in touch with sellers.

‘According to a report to be pub-
lished this week, some of the world’s
most powerful energy companies . . .
have already made millions of euros
from the scheme. Meanwhile,
Britain’s cash-strapped hospitals have
been forced to spend an extra £1.3m a
year at a time when they are being
forced to sack nurses and other key
staff.’

Students of the Bible realise that
moral, political and ecological condi-
tions are set to deteriorate much fur-
ther until the time that Jesus Christ
describes in Matthew 24:22. ‘In those
days there will be very much trouble
and pain and sorrow. It has never
been this bad from the beginning of
the world and never will be again. If
the time had not been made short, no
life would have been saved. Secause
of God's people, 1he time will be
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made short’ (New Life Version,
emphasis added throughout).

Courageous leadership
needed now

Political leaders often know what
should be done, but the action needed
is often judged too politically sensitive.

When Jesus Christ faced the
authorities of the day, He exposed
them as play actors (hypocrites) —
acting out a role in society without
realising their responsibilities. The
Gospels record that leaders used
bribes to get their own way (Matthew
28:12; Mark 14:11), took advantage
of vulnerable people like widows
(Matthew 23:14), and made spiritual
compromises to protect and gain

from their positions (verses 27-33).

They were not happy people
whenever they heard Jesus’ scathing
words! He was soon seen as some-
one to be neutralised. Their tactics
involved sullying His name by calling
Him illegitimate (John 8:41) and
looking for opportunities to destroy
Him (Mark 12:12).

Good rulers are so important for
the future of mankind and spaceship
Earth. The book of Proverbs tells us,

When the righteous are mn authoriyy,
the people rejoice; but when a
wicked man rules, the people groan’
(Proverbs 29:2).

Most of Western society has expe-
rienced an increase in social and fam-
ily strife, a lack of purposeful plan-

ning, national and personal debt out
of control, and almost total ignorance
of how to ask for godly direction of
our nations.

Future leaders on the horizon

Yet God is selecting a group of
people to become tomorrow’s leaders.
Many of them are already prepared —
awaiting a resurrection of the dead
(1 Thessalonians 4:17). These are the
firstfruits of God (Romans 8:29;
James 1:18; 1 Corinthians 15:20-23).

Jesus told the religious leaders
of His day that their positions would
be taken from them and given to a
people worthy of the responsibility.

(Continued on page 4)

Leadership Training in the United Kingdom

m /ate summes;, United Church of God /eaders Richard ana Mary Finel and
Lytle Welly traveled irorm Cincinnal, Ohlo fo Derysinre fo cornalict a formal progranine
leac/nng princples of feadershp m the Church. Here /s Mr Fineli's report.

e have just retumed from the first Leadership
Workshop for the United Church of God in the

United Kingdom. Forty men and women and a few

We covered the purpose of the leadership workshops,
followed by how the United Church of God is governed,
as well as lessons learned in the past 12 years and

family members met in the Hayes Conference Centre, about
two-hours’ drive southeast of Manchester. We had members
and ministers from Sweden, Holland, and all parts of the UK.
Peter Hawkins and his wife Sonja did a wonderful job in
organising a five-day 20-hour set of lectures, interactive work-
shops, and sermons.

The theme was developing our leadership at every
level. The purpose of the classes was passing the baton of
truth to others and developing
ourselves to be better servants.
There was something of benefit
for all.

Mark Webb
Clockwise from top left: Richard
Pinelli; the group listens to a lec-
ture; Lyle Welty.

biblical guidelines for elders and wives. We discussed
the heart of a leader and developing wisdom, our role

in the plan of God, and developing a steadfast spirit.
Leading smaller congregations was highlighted, as well
as appreciating differences and understanding ourselves
and others.

There was a section on how ministers and their wives
work together and points on working with the pastor. Pre-
marital and baptism counseling were fully discussed as
well as one-point sermonettes, split and full sermons, and
the five Church ceremonies (water baptism, Passover,
weddings, blessing of little children, and funerals).

We finished with how to become spiritually effective
through the gift of prophecy (inspired preaching), and we
then closed by asking the prayer of Numbers 6 over the
entire group.

Many commented that they had never heard much of
this material before and thanked Mr. Welty, my wife Mary,
and me for coming to help them. They were very warm
and appreciative for all the help the Home Office in
Cincinnati had given them to make this possible.

Rrchard FPinell, elder
United Church of God
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