
© 2001 United Church of God, an International A s s o c i a t i o n
All rights re s e rve d. Printed in U. S.A. Scri p t u res in this booklet are quoted from the 

N ew King James Ve rsion (© 1988 Thomas Nelson, I n c. ,p u bl i s h e rs) unless otherwise noted.

Is 
Th e re 

Re a l ly a 

DEVIL?



I n t ro d u c t i o n

ex t e rm i n ate all human life. Now we have the we ap o n ry — nu cl e a r,
ch e m i c a l , b i o l ogical and conventional—to kill eve ry man, wo m a n
and child on earth m a ny times ove r.

The last century alone saw cat a s t rophic wa rs that took the lives of
m o re than 150 million men, women and ch i l d re n — m o s t ly civ i l i a n s .
In more recent ye a rs dozens of armed confli c t s , u p risings and insur-
rections have raged around the globe eve ry ye a r, s h at t e ring the live s
of millions. Few re a l i ze that even now the stage is being set for fa r
gre ater cat a s t ro p h e s .

Why does so mu ch confli c t , violence and dow n right evil perm e at e
our societies? Wh e re can we find the answe r ?

If a bright spot could be found in the wo rl d, s u re ly it would be in
the arena of re l i gi o n , wo u l d n ’t it? But, s a d ly, even re l i gi o n , to wh i ch
m a ny look for solutions to the wo rl d ’s pro bl e m s , is in disarray. Many
recent wa rs have seen Christian fight Chri s t i a n , Muslim kill Muslim,
Jew confront Jew.

Confusion abounds in the re l i gious wo rl d. Even many pre -
C h ristian re l i gions with their pagan ri t e s , p ractices and supers t i t i o n s
a re making a comeb a ck as people search for the meaning they no
l o n ger find in conventional rituals and beliefs.

Why are we plagued with these pro blems? Why such chaos and
confusion? Is the anguish of the human race simply the result of
u n c o n t ro l l able circumstances—time and chance? Is our collective 
s u ffe ring simply the way things always have been and the way they
a lways will be?

Scientists re c og n i ze that a basic law of the unive rse is that a c a u s e
exists for eve ry effect. Things do not just happen; they occur because
something or someone c a u s e s them to hap p e n .

In fa c t , we can find a cause for eve ry evil we see in the wo rl d.
C ri m e, wa r, re l i gious confusion, fa m i n e, s t a rvat i o n , disease and pre-
m at u re death in their many tragic fo rms all exist for a reason. B ro ke n
m a rri age s , b ro ken fa m i l i e s , b ro ken re l ationships and bro ken societies
do not just hap p e n .

You can k n ow the cause for this wo rl d ’s pro bl e m s , the underly i n g
reason for so many of the difficulties you face in your own life. Th i s
booklet will help you understand that cause and—more import a n t —
wh at you can do about it.
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I n t ro d u c t i o n
“My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36).

Most people who live in advanced nations find it easy to believe
t h at the state of humanity has never been better. For them, ev i d e n c e
t h ey see eve ry day would make it hard to argue otherwise. 

Te ch n o l ogi c a l ly advanced countries command the highest stan-
d a rd of living in history. Th ey enjoy comfo rt abl e, a ffo rd able hous-
ing; fa s t , e fficient tra n s p o rt ation; plenty to eat and drink; mostly
s e c u re employment; educational opportunities; and a dizzying array
of entertaining ga d gets and opportunities. Th ey benefit from incomes
high enough to meet their basic needs and have plenty left over fo r
m a ny of their wa n t s .

But such is not the case for most of mankind. Most people go to
s l e ep with hunger gnawing at their stomachs. Their meager income
goes to purchase just enough food to ke ep them alive. Some have a lit-
tle left over for housing, clothing and tra n s p o rt ation. Eve ry day 35,000
ch i l d ren—enough to populate a fa i r- s i zed city—die of starvation or
d i s o rd e rs re l ated to ch ronic malnu t ri t i o n .

P re m at u re death from disease takes the lives of tens of thousands
m o re eve ry day. Cholera , m a l a ri a , t u b e rculosis and typhoid—almost
e ra d i c ated in the advanced countri e s — a re deadly throughout mu ch of
the wo rl d. Even in advanced nations cancer, h e a rt disease and A I D S
kill thousands by the hour.

None of us has ex p e rienced a tru ly peaceful wo rl d. During the 
last few decades humanity has developed the horrifying ability to
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The Enemy of Mankind

re s p o n s i ble for evil—has wa xed and wa n e d. During the Middle A ge s
belief in the evil one and his influence on mankind was unquestioned.
B u t , as scientific advancements during the Renaissance dispelled
myths and superstitions re l ated to demons, the notion of the devil 
as a literal being fell into disfavo r.

Subsequent scientific advancements and increased education encour-
aged skepticism rega rding the existence of a spirit wo rl d, good or bad.
To d ay many ridicule the idea of an evil being who is re s p o n s i ble for the
m i s e ry and suffe ring we see around us.

Finding a reliable source of knowledge
Wh e re can we find re l i abl e, a c c u rate info rm ation on the spiri t

wo rld? Only one source can give us the answe rs , revealing to us info r-
m ation we could find nowh e re else. Th at single dep e n d able source 
is the Bibl e. Beyond it, eve rything concerning Satan and whether he
exists is only my t h o l ogy and speculation. (For clear evidence of the
re l i ability of the Bibl e, be sure to request your free copy of Is the Bibl e
True? f rom any of our offices listed at the end of this booklet.)

The Bible contains unequivocal internal evidence that it tru ly is 
the Wo rd of God. Th rough its pages God reveals true s p i ri t u a l k n ow l-
e d ge, i n fo rm ation unava i l able from any other sourc e. It tells us in
s o b e ring terms that the devil d o e s exist. It explains that this being 
and the spirit wo rld are eve ry bit as real as our ow n .

It shows us that Satan is an incre d i bly powerful spirit being with 
a perva s ive influence over humanity. Along with his cohort s — c a l l e d
d e m o n s or d ev i l s—he is mentioned fre q u e n t ly in the Scri p t u res. He
s h ows up from beginning to end, f rom Genesis to Reve l at i o n .

The Bible reveals mu ch about this being. It shows us his ori gi n ,
h ow he came to be wh at he is. It reveals his intentions and the meth-
ods he uses to accomplish them. It describes his ch a racter and nat u re
and the motivations that drive him. It helps us see the stagge ri n g
impact his influence can have on us indiv i d u a l ly as well as his sway
over the whole of humanity. It gives us know l e d ge we could neve r
d i s c over or understand on our ow n .

Real-life encounters
Jesus Christ spoke of the devil as a powe r f u l , c o n s c i o u s , real entity.

If we accept Jesus as re a l , as the Son of God—and the Bible as
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The Enemy 
of Mankind

“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil
p rowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone
to devour” (1 Peter 5:8, New International Ve r s i o n ) .

On e p ri m a ry cause lurks behind the suffe ring and tragic circ u m-
stances that afflict so many people. The Bible reveals that a powe r f u l ,
i n t e l l i gent and seemingly infin i t e ly influential being active ly orch e s-
t rates the wickedness that dominates our planet. Most of us have
h e a rd of him. The Bible most often calls him the dev i l and S at a n .

You may have wo n d e red whether he re a l ly exists. After all, t o
m a ny the devil seems like a fa i ry-tale ch a racter—a gro t e s q u e, bl o o d -
red cre at u re with horn s , a pointed tail and bat ’s wings that carries 
a pitch fo rk and inhabits an infe rnal region of eve r- bu rning fla m e s .
Because he is typically depicted so fa n c i f u l ly, it isn’t surp rising that
few take the idea of a devil seri o u s ly.

Does such a being exist? Wh e re could such a cre at u re have come
f rom? Wh at is his purp o s e, his go a l , his intent? Wh at does he do? 
Is he, as many believe, s i m p ly a mythical embodiment of ev i l ?

Most people are n ’t sure wh at to believe. Th ey either have n ’t give n
the concept of the devil that mu ch thought or don’t know wh e re to
look to find the answe rs .

Th rough the centuries belief in the existence of the devil—a being
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of Old and New Testament Wo rd s , 1 9 8 5 , “ D ev i l , D ev i l i s h ” ) .
The Bible reveals mu ch more about this evil being’s nat u re and

ch a ra c t e r. Christ says Satan is “a liar and the father of it” and that
“ t h e re is no truth in him” ( John 8:44).

It is through his ly i n g, d e c ep t ive nat u re that Satan most success-
f u l ly influences mankind. The Bible reveals the enormity of Sat a n ’s
l i e s — t h at he “ d e c e ives the whole wo rl d ” ( R eve l ation 12:9).

Did you cat ch this stunning testimony to Sat a n ’s handiwo rk? He
“ d e c e ives the whole wo rld”! Wh at does this mean? Wh at is God
telling us when He reveals that this malignant spirit deceives the
whole wo rld? Consider the stagge ring implications of this stat e m e n t .

The apostle John did not say that Satan d e c e ive d the wo rld only 
at some time in the distant past. The wo rd John uses—tra n s l at e d
“ d e c e ive s ” in the New King James Ve rsion of the Bible—is in the pre s-
ent active tense, meaning that Sat a n ’s deception started in the past and
is a continu o u s , o n going process that is not yet fin i s h e d. The book of
R eve l ation shows that Sat a n ’s gre at deception will continue until God
m i ra c u l o u s ly intervenes to put an end to his influence over mankind.

The beginning of Satan’s influ e n c e
S atan has seduced humanity for thousands of ye a rs. But wh e n —

and how—did his influence begin? How did he gain his firm fo o t h o l d
in human thinking? Wh at is it about him and his methods that allow s
him to deceive not just a handful, but virt u a l ly the entire human ra c e ?

The story begins with the ve ry ori gins of humankind. As stated in
the book of Genesis, God cre ated our first human pare n t s , Adam and
E ve, and provided a beautiful ga rden paradise in an area called Eden
as their home (Genesis 1:26-27; 2:7-8). Th e re He began pers o n a l ly
i n s t ructing them (Genesis 2:16-17), l aying the fo u n d ation for them 
to develop a close personal re l ationship with Him.

But something happened that sudd e n ly derailed that re l at i o n s h i p .
“ N ow the serpent [the dev i l , R eve l ation 12:9; 20:2] was more cra f t y
than any of the wild animals the LO R D God had made. He said to the
wo m a n , ‘Did God re a l ly say, “ You must not eat from any tree in the
ga rd e n ” ? ’” (Genesis 3:1, N I V ) .

God had told Adam and Eve they could eat of all the trees in Eden
ex c ept one—the tree of the know l e d ge of good and evil (Genesis
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i n cluding the truthful account of His ministry and teach i n g s — we
must also accept the devil as re a l .

The wri t e rs of the four Gospels re c o rd instances in wh i ch Chri s t
c o n f ronted Satan and his cohort s , the demons. The Gospels, the firs t
four books of the New Te s t a m e n t , s h ow Satan to be the enemy of
C h ri s t , d e t e rmined to thwa rt and undermine His wo rk. Just befo re Je s u s
b egan His ministry, S atan tri e d, t h rough temptat i o n , to turn Him aside
f rom His divine purpose (Mat t h ew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). Failing at
eve ry turn , S atan was fin a l ly allowed to influence other human beings
to execute Jesus (Luke 22:2-4; John 13:2, 27)—making Him, as our
Messiah and Sav i o r, the atoning sacri fice for the sins of mankind.

The apostle Pe t e r, who ex p e rienced his own stru ggles with Sat a n
( M at t h ew 16:21-23; Luke 22:31-32), wa rns us to be on guard aga i n s t
this powerful wicked spiri t : “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy
the dev i l p rowls around like a ro a ring lion looking for someone to
d evo u r ” (1 Peter 5:8, N ew Intern ational Ve rs i o n , emphasis add e d
t h roughout). Pe t e r ’s wa rning helps us re a l i ze that not only is the dev i l
the enemy of Chri s t , he is the enemy of all Chri s t ’s fo l l owe rs , s e e k i n g
to devour them.

M a n k i n d ’s enemy
But we find more to the story of Satan. A central message of the

B i bl e, f rom beginning to end, is that the devil is the e n e my of all
h u m a n i t y. As we discover wh at the Bible says about him, we find him
c o n t i nu a l ly intent on mankind’s harm , waging war against human
beings in eve ry way imagi n abl e.

The ve ry name S at a n , the name the Bible uses most for this ev i l
b e i n g, helps reveal his malicious intent. God calls things wh at they
a re. S at a n is a Heb rew noun meaning “ a dve rs a ry”—the e n e my, o p p o -
n e n t , a n t ago n i s t , fo e. The verb fo rms of the noun mean to “ a c c u s e,”
“ s l a n d e r ” and “be an adve rs a ry ” (A n chor Bible Dictionary, Vol. 5,
1 9 9 2 , “ S at a n ,” p. 985).

The other term the Bible uses to describe this being, d ev i l , is also
reve a l i n g. D ev i l is tra n s l ated from the Greek wo rd d i ab o l o s , the ro o t
f rom wh i ch we get such wo rds as d i ab o l i c and d i ab o l i c a l , used to
d e s c ribe something wicked or sinister. D i ab o l o s means “an accuser,
a slandere r ” ( W.E. Vi n e, Vi n e ’s Complete Expository Dictionary 
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need to phy s i c a l ly harm Adam and Eve to bring about their deaths; 
he knew that if he could influence them to sin—to disobey God—
t h ey would bring death on themselves (Romans 6:23). His lies—his
d e c eption—did lead dire c t ly to A d a m ’s and Eve ’s eventual submis-
sion to the cl u t ches of death. By influencing all human beings since
then to likewise choose the way of sin and disobedience to God,
S atan has played a part in the deaths of all humans since Adam and
E ve who have died (Romans 5:12).

C h rist also said Satan is “a liar and the father of it.” His lies under-
mined and then destroyed the re l ationship between God and His ch i l-
d ren. By fo l l owing in A d a m ’s and Eve ’s fo o t s t eps in accepting Sat a n ’s
ways of sin and reb e l l i o n , we have cut ours e l ves off from God’s guid-
ance and assistance and desperat e ly need the redemption that can
come only through Christ (Isaiah 59:1-2; Romans 3:23-24; Acts 4:12).

The world suffers because of sin
Humanity as a whole has continued to fo l l ow the pat t e rn set by

Adam and Eve long ago. Sat a n , by deceiving us into rejecting God’s
i n s t ruction and influencing us to fo l l ow him instead, has seen to it
t h at we, just as did Adam and Eve, would continue to resist God’s
rule over us (Romans 5:10; 8:7; Ephesians 2:1-3). We suffer the
painful consequences of our choices and actions just as they did. 
(Of cours e, Jesus came to die for our sins and show those of us wh o m
God would call to salvation in this age the way to repent and come
out of our miseries. To understand more, please write for our fre e
booklets The Road to Eternal Life and Tra n s fo rming Your Life : Th e
P rocess of Conve rs i o n .)

Why is the wo rld so full of misery? The answe r, as revealed in
G o d ’s Wo rd, is simple: We re ap wh at we sow. “Do not be deceive d,”
w rites the apostle Paul. “God cannot be mocke d. A man re aps wh at
he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nat u re, f rom that
n at u re will re ap destruction . . .” ( G a l atians 6:7-8, NIV). Our actions
b ring consequences. Much of the wo rl d ’s suffe ring can be traced to
p e o p l e ’s actions and decisions. We have n ’t learned that many of our
choices lead to tragic results rega rdless of our intentions.

The prophet Hosea understood the principle of cause and effect as
he observed the sad spiritual condition of the kingdom of Israel in the
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2:16-17). He wa rned them they would perish if they ate of its fruit. 
S at a n , ap p e a ring in the fo rm of a serp e n t , came privat e ly to Eve

and subtly contradicted wh at God had told her and her husband.
“ Then the serpent said to the wo m a n , ‘ You will not sure ly die. Fo r
God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, k n owing good and ev i l ’” (Genesis 3:4-5).

E ve believed the serpent. She ate the fruit and shared it with
Adam. Together Adam and Eve set in motion a tragic pat t e rn that
mankind has fo l l owed ever since: choosing to decide their ow n
way — wh i ch is in reality nothing more than falling prey to Sat a n ’s
d e c ep t ive influence (1 John 3:10)—rather than the truth of God.
L i fe for man would never be the same. S i n —rebellion aga i n s t G o d ’s
i n s t ruction—had entered the wo rld (Romans 5:12). Mankind wo u l d
n ow re ap its tragic fru i t .

S at a n , who accused God of ly i n g, was himself shown to be a liar.
R ather than leading to life and becoming as wise and unders t a n d i n g
as God like Satan had pro m i s e d, the way of disobedience Adam and
E ve chose would lead only to confusion and deat h .

A d a m ’s and Eve ’s surrender to Sat a n ’s influence was the begi n-
ning of “this present evil age ” ( G a l atians 1:4). Satan managed to
inject his cunning deceptions into the re l ationship between God and
G o d ’s human ch i l d ren. By convincing Eve that God was lying to
them about the consequences of partaking of the fo r b i dden fru i t ,
S atan showed early in human history that he is the a dve rs a ry o f
both God and humanity, the ultimate false accuser and s l a n d e re r —
the meanings of his biblical names.

A murd e rer from the beginning
Jesus re fe rred to this incident in the Garden of Eden when He con-

f ronted those who opposed His message and wo rk — mu rd e rous men
who wanted to kill Him for identifying Himself as the Son of God.
Jesus re c og n i zed the source of their motivat i o n : “ You are of yo u r
father the dev i l , and the desires of your father you want to do. He wa s
a mu rd e rer from the begi n n i n g, and does not stand in the tru t h ,
because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks fro m
his own re s o u rc e s , for he is a liar and the father of it” ( John 8:44).

S atan was tru ly “a mu rd e rer from the begi n n i n g.”Yet he did not
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p e o p l e ’s sins would cat ch up with them: “ Your own wickedness will
c o rrect yo u , and your backslidings will rebu ke yo u ” ( Je remiah 2:19).

When we search for the main reason people suffe r, we can learn 
a gre at deal by tracing their circumstances back to their cause. Most
often we will find that s i n is the underlying cause—and suffe ring and
m i s e ry are mere ly the nat u ral consequences.

By influencing mankind to sin, making it at t ra c t ive and ap p e a l i n g,
S atan holds our wo rld in a deceitful grasp of lies, s u ffe ring and deat h .

1 1Is There Really a Devil?

700s B.C. Hosea 2 and 4 show that idolat ry, violence and sex u a l
i m m o rality we re rampant in Hosea’s time. Within a few ye a rs the
mighty A s s y rian Empire would swe ep down from the north and lay
the Israelite kingdom wa s t e, s l a u g h t e ring and enslaving its inhab i t a n t s .

God revealed to Hosea wh at was coming and why : “ Th ey s ow
the wind, and re ap the wh i rlw i n d ” (Hosea 8:7). “ You have plowe d
w i ckedness; you have re aped iniquity. You have eaten the fruit of lies
. . .” (Hosea 10:13). In other wo rd s , said God, it was inev i t able that the
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If you were the devil and wanted 
to deceive the entire world, how
would you approach such a challenge?

You first would probably convince
people that you don’t exist and that
the only source of information that
reveals your motives and methods is lit-
tle more than a collection of fables that
have nothing to do with their lives.

We have seen exactly that. Start i n g
several centuries ago, and pro m p t e d
by the theories of men such as
Charles Darwin—who fabricated a
way to explain creation without the
C reator—many people began dire c t l y
challenging the authority and inspira-
tion of the Bible. They began to
ridicule, as mere myth and supersti-
tion, the existence of a spirit world,
long accepted without question by
those who believed the Bible.

In the world’s leading universities
skeptics challenged the validity and
accuracy of the Bible, and scientific
reasoning—much of which re j e c t s
anything that cannot be detected by
the physical senses—became the
o rder of the day. Generations of 
leaders were taught to discard 

anything that could not be measure d
by scientific methods.

Then came two world wars. Tw o
successive generations saw their
fathers, husbands and sons lost on
bloody battlefields in far- flung corn e r s
of the world, with neither war gaining
a lasting peace. Civilian casualties, too,
w e re appalling, with tens of millions 
of lives snuffed out. Numbed by such
wholesale mass destruction of lives
and pro p e rt y, many lost their belief 
in God, thinking that an all-powerf u l
S u p reme Being would never allow
such carnage and suff e r i n g .

Thus, in only a few generations,
belief in an almighty, all-loving God
and trust in the Bible as His re v e l a t i o n
to mankind were shattere d .

In our modern world, although
many people still claim to believe in
God, few take their stated belief seri-
ously enough to let it guide their lives.
The Bible is consistently one of the
w o r l d ’s best-selling books, yet it is one
of the least read and least understood.
Most people think the Bible and the
spirit world have nothing to do with
them and their lives.

Is the Whole World Deceived? Although religion should be the
s o u rce of an understanding of God
and the spirit world, it is too often only
another source of confusion and dis-
a g reement. For example, Christianity is
the professed religion of appro x i m a t e l y
a third of the world’s population and 
is the largest single religion. But it is
s p l i n t e red into thousands of sects and
denominations, many of them claiming
to re p resent the true teachings of the
Bible and Jesus.

Never in human history, of course,
have professing Christians comprised 
a majority of the world’s population.
Most people during the last two mil-
lennia have followed a bewildering
a rray of deities, gurus and re l i g i o u s
teachers. Some have believed in God,
others in various good and evil spirits
or no God and spirit world at all.

Obviously these incompatible and
often opposite beliefs cannot all be
right. God is not the author of confu-
sion (1 Corinthians 14:33). The eff e c t
of so much religious confusion and
division is exactly what one would
expect of a being whose aim is to
“deceive the whole world” (Revelation
12:9). Many people do not believe 
in the devil at all, and many of those
who do are n ’t sure what they should

believe, since so many religious teach-
ings are confused and contradictory.

Most people are deeply sincere in
their beliefs. But, since the beliefs of so
many professing Christians contradict
the beliefs of other pro f e s s i n g
Christians, they cannot all be right.
Many of them are sincere, but s i n -
c e rely wro n g . T h e y, along with the re s t
of the world, have been deceived. S o
what are the implications to pro f e s s i n g
Christians of Satan’s deception and its
resulting confusion?

Christ challenged people in His 
day who were sincere yet deluded:
“ . . . Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord , ’
and do not do the things which 
I say?” (Luke 6:46).

He cautioned His followers to be
a w a re of religious deception. “ Ta k e
heed that no one deceives you,” H e
w a rned (Matthew 24:4). He pro p h e-
sied that religious leaders would arise
who would claim to re p resent Him 
but in fact they would be impostors
who would “deceive many” (verse 5).

Rather than a source of inform a t i o n
and understanding about the gre a t
malevolent spirit that is the enemy of
mankind, religion has actually been
one of the major tools the devil has
used to deceive people!
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was present at cre ation. God described the earth at its cre ation as a
d a z z l i n g ly beautiful jewel flo ating in space. The cre ation events we re
so mag n i ficent that “all the angels shouted for joy.” The ange l s —
s p i rit beings God had cre at e d — a l re a dy existed when God made the
e a rth. Th ey we re united in their joy when God had cre ated the wo rl d,
s i n ging and shouting in ex u l t ation. Th ey we re in perfect harm o ny and
agreement at that time.

A beautiful earth becomes a wasteland
Some time after this, h oweve r, the situation dra m at i c a l ly ch a n ge d.

Genesis 1:2 tells us that , after its cre at i o n , “the earth was w i t h o u t
fo rm , and vo i d.” This English tra n s l ation doesn’t adequat e ly convey
the meaning of the ori ginal Heb rew. The wo rds t o h u and b o h u , t ra n s-
l ated “without fo rm ” and “ vo i d,” a re better tra n s l ated “ waste and
vo i d ” ( Yo u n g ’s Literal Tra n s l at i o n ) .

H oweve r, in Isaiah 45:18, God ex p re s s ly says that He “did not c re-
ate it [the earth] in va i n .” H e re the same Heb rew wo rd, t o h u , is used.
If God did not cre ate the earth in a state of “ waste and vo i d,” h ow did
it come to be in that condition?

Pa rt of the answer is indicated in Genesis 1:2. The Heb rew wo rd
h aya h , t ra n s l ated “ wa s ,” can also pro p e rly be tra n s l ated “ b e c a m e,”
as it is tra n s l ated in Genesis 2:7 and 19:26. The earth was not c re at e d
waste and void but b e c a m e t h at way at some point after its cre at i o n .
The Rotherham tra n s l ation of Genesis 1:2 ap p ro p ri at e ly re a d s , “ N ow
the earth had become waste and empty.”

God cre ated the earth in such sparkling beauty that the angels we re
ove r j oyed at its cre ation. But something happened to bring it to a condi-
tion of deva s t ation and wa s t e. Its ori ginal beauty was destroye d. God
then re s h aped it, fo rming it into a beautiful home for the first man and
wo m a n , as re c o rded in the remainder of Genesis 1. But the Genesis
account does not tell us the entire story. Something else hap p e n e d
b e t ween the first two ve rses of Genesis that is not re c o rded there.

God does give us additional details of wh at brought on this condi-
tion of confusion and waste in seve ral other ch ap t e rs of the Bibl e. In
2 Peter 2 the Bible re c o rds seve ral examples of God’s judgment fo r
w ro n g d o i n g. Ve rses 5 and 6 discuss the flood of Noah’s time, then 
the fie ry destruction of Sodom and Gomorra h .
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Did God Cre at e
the Dev i l ?

“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son 
of the morning!” (Isaiah 14:12).

Wh e re did the devil come from? How did such a cre at u re come
to be? Did God purp o s e f u l ly cre ate an evil being? The Bible reve a l s
the answe rs to these questions. Th ey can help us understand why
S atan re a l ly is the enemy of mankind.

To understand Sat a n ’s ori gin we must go far back in time, b e fo re
man ex i s t e d. Genesis 1:1 tells us that “in the beginning God cre at e d
the heavens and the eart h .” H oweve r, as is usually the case, the Bibl e
d o e s n ’t tell the whole story in one or even seve ral ve rses. We fin d
m o re details elsewh e re in the Bibl e, in this case in the book of Jo b.

When Jo b, because of difficulties he was hav i n g, b egan to ques-
tion God’s judgment, God responded with pointed questions to 
help him re a l i ze he didn’t have the wisdom to question God. In His
re s p o n s e, in the fo rm of questions to Jo b, God revealed some details
about His cre ation of earth. “ Wh e re we re you when I laid the eart h ’s
fo u n d at i o n ? ” God asked him. “ Tell me, if you unders t a n d. Wh o
m a rked off its dimensions? . . . On wh at we re its footings set, or wh o
laid its corn e rs t o n e — while the morning stars sang together and all
the angels shouted for joy ? ” ( Job 38:4-7, N I V ) .

God here reveals info rm ation no man could know, since no man
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H ow you are cut down to the gro u n d, you who we a kened the nat i o n s !
For you have said in your heart : ‘I will ascend into heave n , I will ex a l t
my throne ab ove the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the
c o n gregation on the fa rthest sides of the north; I will ascend ab ove the
heights of the cl o u d s , I will be like the Most High’” ( ve rses 12-14).

Who is this being who dared to exalt himself ab ove the stars
( a n gels; Reve l ation 1:20) of God, to ch a l l e n ge God Himself as ru l e r
of the unive rs e ?

In Ezekiel 28 God gives us the answe r. This ch apter is wri t t e n
mu ch like Isaiah 14. God begins by discussing a human ru l e r, t h e n
shifts to the spiritual power behind the eart h ly throne—the behind-
the-scenes ruler who controls the kingdoms of this wo rld (compare
L u ke 4:5-7).

In Ezekiel 28:2 God add resses the “ p rince of Ty re.” Ty re, a coastal
p o rt city north of ancient Israel on the Mediterranean coast, wa s
famous as a trading center. Its ru l e rs had grown haughty and pre-
sumptuous because of their wealth and influ e n c e. In ve rses 6-10 God
tells this ruler that because of his arroga n c e, his might and we a l t h
would fail and he would be ove rt h row n .

But notice in ve rse 12 that God begins to add ress “the k i n g o f
Ty re ” rather than the pri n c e. This being is the t ru e ru l e r, the re a l
p ower behind the thro n e.

G o d ’s description of this “king of Ty re ” m a kes it clear that He is
speaking to no physical human being. “ . . . ‘ You we re the seal of per -
fe c t i o n , full of wisdom and p e r fect in beauty. You we re in Eden, t h e
ga rden of God; eve ry precious stone was your cove ri n g : The sard i u s ,
t o p a z , and diamond, b e ry l , o ny x , and jasper, s ap p h i re, t u rq u o i s e, a n d
e m e rald with go l d. The wo rkmanship of your timbrels and pipes wa s
p rep a red for you on the day you we re cre at e d ” ( ve rses 12-13).

No mortal human could accurat e ly be described as being “the seal
of perfe c t i o n , full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.” This being wa s
c re at e d —u n l i ke humans who are b o rn rather than cre at e d. This being
had also been “in Eden, the ga rden of God.” Other than Adam and
E ve, no people had been in Eden. God had expelled Adam and Eve,
after wh i ch He placed an angel there specific a l ly to prevent anyo n e
else from entering (Genesis 3:24).

In the next ve rse God mentions some of the history of this being.
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But befo re this, in ve rse 4, we read that “God did not spare t h e
a n gels who sinned, but thrust them down into Ta rt a rus [a place of
re s t ra i n t ] , and delive red them into chains of dark n e s s , being re s e rve d
for judgment” ( M o d e rn King James Ve rsion). When did these part i c u l a r
a n gels s i n , and wh at was their sin?

A ga i n , we must look at other ve rses to find the answe r. Jude 6
gives us additional details: “And the angels who did not ke ep their
positions of authority but abandoned their own home—these [God]
has kept in dark n e s s , bound with eve rlasting chains for judgment 
on the gre at Day ” ( N I V ) .

We saw earlier that at eart h ’s cre ation a l l the angels we re hap py
and joyo u s , s i n ging and shouting toge t h e r. Obv i o u s ly, t h e n , at a lat e r
time some sinned—d e s t roy i n g the wonderful harm o ny and coopera-
tion they had once enjoye d. Wh at was the nat u re of their sin? Th ey
“did not ke ep their positions of authority but abandoned their ow n
h o m e ” — t h ey left the place and position God had given them. Th ey
rebelled against their Make r, the Cre ator of the physical unive rse and
the spirit wo rld of angelic beings!

The first war
In Isaiah 14 we find more info rm ation. This ch apter describes 

this angelic rebellion and identifies its ri n g l e a d e r. It gives us many
i m p o rtant details we could learn of in no other way.

In ve rse 4 God add resses the “king of Baby l o n .” In Isaiah’s time the
c i t y - s t ate of Babylon was emerging as the major power in that region 
of the wo rl d. Its king was a wa rm o n ge r, expanding his empire thro u g h
b rute fo rc e. He enslave d, p l u n d e red and deva s t ated the nations aro u n d
him. His philosophy was sat a n i c — a c q u i ring wealth and power at the
expense of others , gaining it through violence and bl o o d s h e d. This king
of Babylon exe m p l i fie d S atan and his ch a ra c t e ri s t i c s .

In ve rse 12 the subject shifts from this physical king to a n o t h e r
p owerful being, h e re tra n s l ated “ L u c i fe r.” The ori ginal Heb rew wo rd
for this being—used only this one time in the Bible—is H ey l e l , wh i ch
ap p a re n t ly means “ b ri g h t n e s s ” or “shining one.”

M a ny sch o l a rs re c og n i ze that the ori ginal language here is in the
fo rm of a lament, an ex cl a m ation of mourning over a gre at loss.
“ H ow you are fallen from heave n , O Lucife r, son of the morn i n g !
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Fall of a superangel
Wh at do these re m a rk able statements mean? Wh at is a “ ch e ru b

who cove rs”? 
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“ You we re the anointed ch e rub who cove rs ; I established you; yo u
we re on the holy mountain of God; you wa l ked back and fo rth in the
midst of fie ry stones” ( E zekiel 28:14).

1 6

God is all powerful. Yet He allows
Satan to carry out his deceitful and
d e s t ructive activities—within cert a i n
limits—for a purpose. To understand
that purpose, let’s begin with an
example from the book of Job.

“One day the angels came to pre-
sent themselves before the LO R D, a n d
Satan also came with them. The LO R D

said to Satan, ‘Where have you come
f rom?’ Satan answered the LO R D,
‘ F rom roaming through the earth and
going back and forth in it.’ Then the
LO R D said to Satan, ‘Have you consid-
e red my servant Job? There is no one
on earth like him; he is blameless and
upright, a man who fears God and
shuns evil.’

“‘Does Job fear God for nothing?’
Satan replied. ‘Have you not put a
hedge around him and his household
and everything he has? You have
blessed the work of his hands, so 
that his flocks and herds are spre a d
t h roughout the land. But stretch out
your hand and strike everything he
has, and he will surely curse you to
your face.’ The LO R D said to Satan,
‘ Ve ry well, then, everything he has is 
in your hands, but on the man himself
do not lay a fin g e r’” (Job 1:6-12, NIV).

God understood Job’s heart better
than Satan perceived it. Though God

granted Satan permission to afflict 
Job, the devil failed in his attempt to
t u rn this righteous man against God.
N e v e rtheless, the story of Job’s suff e r-
ing under Satan’s affliction re v e a l s
much about why God sometimes
allows us to suff e r.

As with Job, God tests the charac-
ter of every human being. Paul wro t e ,
“ We are not trying to please men but
God, who t e s t s our hearts” (1 Thessa-
lonians 2:4, NIV). Moses explained to
the ancient Israelites, “Remember how
the LO R D your God led you all the way
in the desert these forty years, to hum-
ble you and to t e s t you in order to
know what was in your heart, whether
or not you would keep his commands.
He humbled you, causing you to
hunger [a form of suffering] and then
feeding you with manna, which nei-
ther you nor your fathers had known,
to teach you that man does not live 
on bread alone but on every word that
comes from the mouth of the LO R D”
( D e u t e ronomy 8:2-3, NIV).

God allows mankind to l e a rn—
p a rtly by firsthand experience—that 
the only way of life that will work is 
the way of life He reveals in His Wo rd ,
the Bible. That lesson will not be com-
plete until all of humanity has learn e d
that “every word” of God’s re v e a l e d

Why Does God Allow Satan
to Influence Mankind?

i n s t ructions is vital to our physical, men-
tal and spiritual well-being (Matthew
4:4; Deuteronomy 5:29). No altern a t i v e
way of life achieves God’s purpose or
ultimately leads us to happiness.

But how can God get this point
a c ross to people who are born into
the world with no knowledge or
understanding? He could have pre-
p rogrammed us to behave only
a c c o rding to harmless pre d e t e rm i n e d
instincts. But then we would be mere
automatons, having no choices, no
i n d i v i d u a l i t y, no character.

Such existence is not what God
intends for us. He has created us to
become members of His own family
—His sons and daughters (2 Corin-
thians 6:18)—able to carry gre a t
responsibilities within His family.

At the beginning of human exis-
tence God stated His purpose for us:
“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man
in Our image, according to Our like-
ness; let them have d o m i n i o n o v e r
the fish of the sea, over the birds of
the air, and over the cattle, over all
the earth and over every cre e p i n g
thing that creeps on the earth.’ S o
God created man in His own image;
in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them”
(Genesis 1:26-27).

God created mankind to be like
H i m , to rule—have dominion—over
His creation. To learn to properly exer-
cise such a level of re s p o n s i b i l i t y, man
must first l e a rn how to discern right

f rom wrong, good from bad and the
wise from the foolish. Learning re a l
wisdom involves l e a rn i n g how to make
wise choices. F rom the beginning God
pointed out the right way, but He
allowed humans to be exposed to 
and make foolish choices.

God allowed Satan, the epitome of
evil, to enter the Garden of Eden and
discuss his view of life with Adam and
Eve. They then had to make a choice.
They c h o s e to follow Satan rather 
than God. Satan’s tragic delusion 
of mankind has been the re s u l t .

H o w e v e r, when Jesus Christ
re t u rns to earth, God will remove 
the delusion of Satan. God then will
begin, on a grand scale, the pro c e s s
of reversing the damage Satan has
done. Eventually none of the devil’s
i n fluence will re m a i n .

Mankind can then review thou-
sands of years of tragic history and
c o m p a re it with the blessings of
C h r i s t ’s rule. The Bible reveals that
when this occurs the overw h e l m i n g
majority of humanity will reject 
S a t a n ’s deceptions and enthusiastically
embrace every word of God.

God is in control, but He has
allowed Satan to dominate humanity
for two basic reasons. First, Adam and
Eve, our first parents, chose S a t a n ’s
domination over them. Second, God
wants all of humanity to learn that
“the way of man is not in himself; it 
is not in man who walks to direct his
own steps” (Jeremiah 10:23).



“ You said in your heart , ‘I will ascend to heave n ; I will raise my
t h rone ab ove the stars [ a n ge l s ] of God; I will sit enthroned on the
mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. 
I will ascend ab ove the tops of the cl o u d s ; I will m a ke myself like 
the Most High’” ( N I V ) .

This powerful spirit entity decided to ch a l l e n ge God for control 
of the unive rs e !

Totally transformed from good to evil
Wh at had been an amazingly beautiful, i m m e n s e ly talented spiri t

being with gre at responsibility in God’s angelic order became,

H eb rews 8:5 tells us that the tab e rn a cle established by Moses—
the port able sanctuary the Israelites carried with them through the
d e s e rt — was “a copy and shadow of wh at is in heave n ” (NIV). In
Exodus 25:18-20 we find that God instructed the Israelites to make 
a rep re s e n t ation—a physical model—of His throne for the tab e rn a-
cle they would carry with them in the wilderness. At either side 
of the “ m e rcy seat ,” wh i ch rep resented God’s thro n e, was a go l d e n
ch e rub with wings extended to cover the mercy seat. These two
ch e ru b i m , fashioned out of go l d, rep resented real angelic beings—
the gre at supera n gels whose wings cover God’s thro n e.

The being God add ressed through Ezekiel is called the “ ch e rub 
who cove rs ,” i n d i c ating that once he had been one of the gre at ange l s
d epicted in the model of God’s thro n e. God gave these angels the awe-
some distinction of serving at and cove ring the ve ry throne of God.

M a ny other scri p t u res say that God “ dwells between the ch e ru-
b i m ,” s h owing that these wo n d rous cre at u res accompany and serve
Him at His seat of power (1 Samuel 4:4; 2 Samuel 6:2; 2 Kings
19:15; 1 Chro n i cles 13:6; Psalm 80:1; Isaiah 37:16). This mag n i fi-
cent being ap p a re n t ly held a position of honor and distinction in
G o d ’s angelic re a l m .

This same gre at ch e rub is also described as being “on the holy
mountain of God.” In the Bibl e, “ h i l l s ” and “ m o u n t a i n s ” a re often
used to symbolize gove rnments (Reve l ation 17:9-10). Ap p a re n t ly 
this supera n gel administered and assisted in the gove rnance of other
a n ge l s , who number in multiple millions (Daniel 7:9-10).

God also says to this ch e ru b, “ You we re perfect in your ways fro m
the day you we re cre at e d, till iniquity was found in yo u ” ( E ze k i e l
28:15). Like the description in Isaiah 14, this passage describes a 
c re at e d b e i n g, not a human. This being was ex t ra o rd i n a ry, p e r fe c t
until he sinned.

“ . . . You we re filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove yo u
in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled yo u , O guard i a n
ch e ru b, f rom among the fie ry stones” ( ve rse 16, N I V ) . This once-
m a rvelous being sinned and was expelled from God’s thro n e, c a s t
away in disgra c e.

Wh at was the sin that brought this gre at angel banishment fro m
God? Isaiah 14:13-14, wh i ch we read earl i e r, gives us the answe r :
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The Bible makes it clear that civiliza-
tions and societies are influenced by
Satan. John writes that “the w h o l e
w o r l d lies under the sway of the
wicked one” (1 John 5:19). The
e n t i rety of civilization has been seduced
by this cunning being through his per-
suasive deception and insidious lies.

The result has been thousands of
years of human anguish, misery and
s u ffering. Deceived by his lies, humans
have willingly adopted S a t a n ’s way o f
life rather than G o d ’s way. The re s u l t
of following Satan’s way, which
t h rough his deception appears appeal-
ing and natural to most people, is pre-
dictable: “There is a way that seems
right to a man, but in the end it leads
to death” (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25,
New International Ve r s i o n ) .

S a t a n ’s deception is so complete, so
p e rvasive, that the Bible calls him “the
g o d of this age” (2 Corinthians 4:4).
The apostle Paul, in the original Gre e k ,

i d e n t i fies him as the t h e o s—the god,
the one who is worshiped—of this
e o n, this age, this period in history. 

Consider the magnitude of Satan’s
i n fluence over humanity—that most 
of mankind unwittingly worships and
follows the devil as its god. That is the
i n c redible truth revealed in your Bible!
Understanding that reality explains so
many of the troubling paradoxes we
see in the world around us.

Paul explained that, as a result of
S a t a n ’s hold on humanity, most people
do not believe the truth of the Bible.
They do not understand the gospel—
the good news—of God’s plan for
mankind. “But even if our gospel is
veiled, it is veiled to those who are
perishing, whose minds the god of
this age has blinded, who do not
believe, lest the light of the gospel of
the glory of Christ, who is the image
of God, should shine on them” 
(2 Corinthians 4:3-4).

Following the Footsteps 
of a Diff e rent God
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account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of
your splendor” ( E zekiel 28:17). His enormous talents and ab i l i t i e s
led him to believe he was equal to, if not better than, God Himself.
His thinking became corru p t e d. He rebelled against God and tried to
ove rt h row Him. By his rebellion against his Cre ator he tra n s fo rm e d
himself into Satan the dev i l .

He was not alone in this rebellion. Millions of other angels joined
him in rejecting God’s authority and leadership. We find this symbol-
i c a l ly described in Reve l ation 12:3-4: “And another sign ap p e a red in
h e ave n : b e h o l d, a gre at , fie ry red dragon . . . His tail drew a third of
the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth . . .” Ve rse 9 identifie s
this dragon as Satan. As we saw earl i e r, the Bible uses stars as a sym-
bol for angels (Reve l ation 1:20). This ap p a re n t ly indicates that a third
of the angels fo l l owed Satan in this reb e l l i o n .

The Bible re fe rs to these rebellious angels as d e m o n s . Th ey are
fallen ange l s— who had plummeted from their purpose of serv i n g
God and humanity (Heb rews 1:13-14), reduced to hat red and bitter-
ness towa rd God and His holy purpose for humanity. In Scri p t u re
t h ey are shown to be able not only to influence but p o s s e s s h u m a n s
( t h at is, exe rcise even more direct control than a human hy p n o t i s t
could). Such demonic control can often cause people to exhibit 
violent and self-destru c t ive behavior (Mat t h ew 8:28; 17:14-18; 
Acts 19:14-16; Luke 8:27-33).

G o d ’s servants are not to be fearful or ove rly anxious about such
demonic influence affecting them. Evil spirits are fewer in nu m b e r
and infe rior in power to God’s faithful ange l s , who are “ m i n i s t e ri n g
s p i rits sent to serve those who will inherit salvat i o n ” ( H eb rew s
1:14). Christians are to be confident because “God has not given 
us a spirit of fe a r, but of power and of love and of a sound mind”
(2 Ti m o t hy 1:7).

A strong mind spiri t u a l ly attuned to God’s way of life is the best
way to resist demonic influ e n c e. Faithful servants of God are to be
filled with His Spirit (Ephesians 5:18), e n abling them to resist such
i n fluence and causing evil spirits to flee (James 4:7). A l s o , the tru e
m i n i s t e rs of Christ have been given authority over demons, e n abl i n g
them to cast demons out of those possessed (Mat t h ew 10:1, 8; Mark
6 : 1 3 , 16:17). After all, God is the ultimate source of powe r.
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t h rough his rebellion against Almighty God, a rep re h e n s i bl e, d e s p i c a-
ble cre at u re. He became S at a n—the adve rs a ry, s l a n d e re r, accuser and
d e s t roye r. He became the dev i l—the enemy of God and humanity!

The immense powe rs he had used in God’s service we re turn e d,
not to s e rve G o d, but to try to t h wa rt G o d ’s purposes. This cre at u re
remains an enorm o u s ly powerful spirit being, but now his powe rs are
used for wicke d, d e s t ru c t ive ends.

This being became so vain and proud that he thought h e should be
ruler of the unive rs e. God tells him, “ Your heart became proud on
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Although the Bible identifies Satan
as the “prince of the power of the air”
and the ruler of this world (Ephesians
2:2; John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11), God
maintains overall control as “Lord of
heaven and earth” (Matthew 11:25).
He gives the devil considerable latitude
in what he does, but God retains the
right and power to interv e n e .

The biblical re c o rd shows that God
sparingly uses His power to interv e n e ,
often letting the natural course of
events work out His purpose and plan
for mankind. Remember that Jesus
told Pontius Pilate, “You could have
no power at all . . . unless it had been
given you from above” (John 19:11).

“The God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the all-glorious Father” is the main
subject of Ephesians 1 (verses 3 and
17, Revised English Bible). His thro n e
is “far above all government and
a u t h o r i t y, all power and dominion,
and any title of sovereignty that com-
mands allegiance, not only in this age
but also in the age to come. He put
all things in subjection beneath His
[Jesus’] feet . . .” (verses 21-22, REB).

I s r a e l ’s King David recognized God’s
s o v e reignty: “The LO R D has established
his throne in heaven, his kingly power
over the whole world” (Psalm 103:19,
REB) and “The LO R D looks down fro m
his sanctuary on high; from heaven he
s u rveys the earth” (Psalm 102:19, REB).

The gentile ruler Nebuchadnezzar
eventually came to see these same
t ruths after God humbled him for
seven years. “His [God’s] sovereignty is
everlasting and his Kingdom endure s
t h roughout all generations,” said the
king. “All who dwell on earth count
for nothing [by comparison]; he does
as he pleases with the host of heaven
[the angelic kingdom] and with those
who dwell on earth” (Daniel 4:34-35,
REB; compare 5:21). 

The first two chapters of Job show
the earthly authority of the devil and
how it fits into God’s supremacy over
the universe. Although the patriarc h
Job suff e red immense tragedies
because of the devil’s activities, the
n a rrative shows that in no case could
Satan do anything that God did not
a l l o w. God remains in contro l .

God: Ruler of the Universe



S a t a n ’s Work in Our Wo r l d

He sly ly began to deceive Eve. He introduced his first lie, t e l l i n g
her she would not die if she took of the fo r b i dden fruit (ve rse 4). 
He fo l l owed with another untru t h , s l a n d e ring God by accusing Him
of holding Eve back by withholding va l u able know l e d ge from her
( ve rse 5). She was seduced by his pers u a s iveness. She took of the
f ru i t , then shared it with A d a m .

E ve was deceived by Sat a n ’s craftiness (2 Corinthians 11:3).
Adam wa s n ’t deceived (1 Ti m o t hy 2:14); he simply fo l l owed along
and joined his wife in disobeying God’s clear instructions. We see
t h at peer pre s s u re — wh i ch influences us to go along even when we
k n ow a course of action is wrong—has been with us for a long time.

S a t a n ’s primary goal

This account helps us see that Sat a n ’s pri m a ry goal is to thwa rt
G o d ’s plan to build a fa m i ly re l ationship with mankind.

From the beginning God has had a mag n i ficent plan for humans—
to give us His gift of eternal life. One of the Bibl e ’s most fa m i l i a r
p a s s ages makes this plain: “ For God so loved the wo rld that He gave
His only begotten Son, t h at wh o ever believes in Him should not 
p e rish but have eve rlasting life ” ( John 3:16).

G o d ’s goal is to va s t ly expand His fa m i ly. Right now that etern a l
fa m i ly consists of two beings, God the Father and Jesus Chri s t , H i s
Son (Luke 10:22). God’s goal for humanity—eternal life in His fa m-
i ly—is the central focus of the entire cre at i o n : “ For the anxious long-
ing of the cre ation waits eage rly for the revealing of the sons of God”
(Romans 8:19, N ew A m e rican Standard Bibl e ) .

This close fa m i ly re l ationship is God’s fe rvent desire for humanity
( for a deeper understanding of this truth be sure to request your fre e
c o py of the booklet Wh at Is Your Destiny ?). Paul calls Jesus “ t h e
firs t b o rn among many bre t h re n ” (Romans 8:29). As the firs t b o rn Son
of God, He is the first of many ch i l d ren of God who will ultimat e ly
be a part of God’s fa m i ly, and “ Jesus is not ashamed to call them
b ro t h e rs ” ( H eb rews 2:11, N I V ) .

God promises us that “he who ove rcomes shall inherit all things,
and I will be his God and he shall be My son” ( R eve l ation 21:7). 
“I will be a Father to yo u ,” He say s , “and you shall be My sons and
d a u g h t e rs ” (2 Corinthians 6:18). God wants to give us immortality 
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S at an’s Wo rk 
in Our Wo rl d

“ . . . The god of this world has blinded the minds 
of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ . . .” (2 Corinthians
4:4, New Revised Standard Ve r s i o n ) .

Now that we have seen that Satan is a real being with real pow-
e rs , we need to understand how he uses his powe rs. We should also
u n d e rstand his intentions and ove rall go a l .

We saw in the previous ch apter that Satan led other angels astray
in a misguided attempt to ove rt h row God’s authori t y. His va n i t y, p ri d e
and lust for power led him into war against the ruler of the unive rs e.

Failing at that , S atan tried to thwa rt and disrupt God’s dealings
with mankind. He did not waste time befo re he began to interfe re
with God’s re l ationship with humans. Genesis 3 describes Sat a n ’s
ap p e a rance on the scene short ly after God cre ated Adam and Eve.

The first thing Satan tried to do was to destroy God’s re l at i o n s h i p
with the first humans. He subtly asked Eve, “Has God indeed said,
‘ You shall not eat of eve ry tree of the ga rd e n ’ ? ” ( ve rse 1). He cl eve rly
avoided mentioning all that God h a d given to her and A d a m — eve ry
other plant, t ree and kind of fruit in the ga rden. Instead he succeeded
in getting her to concentrate on the fruit of the o n e t ree from wh i ch
God had fo r b i dden them to eat .
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wants to ke ep us from attaining our destiny as the ve ry sons of God.
S a t a n ’s great deception

As we noted earl i e r, S atan is a powe r f u l , i n t e l l i gent being who will
stop at nothing to carry out his ends. As the master manipulator of
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so we can live with Him fo reve r. He wants to begin a close fa m i ly
re l ationship with us now (John 14:23).

S at a n , h oweve r, wants to thwa rt God’s plan in any way he can. He
wants to prevent us from developing a close re l ationship with God. He
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If you could see and meet the devil
face to face, what would he look like?
He is commonly depicted as a cart o o n
character in a red suit with a pitchfork
or as a hideous-looking ghoul.

But neither of these characteriza-
tions is anywhere close to the truth. 
In re a l i t y, if you were to meet the
devil, you would find him attractive,
engaging and persuasive. Though he
is really the prince of darkness, Satan
successfully p re s e n t s himself as “an
angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14).

Satan is a master of misre p re s e n t a-
tion. He is the world’s greatest adver-
t i s e r, packaging his product so it seems
attractive and appealing while in re a l i t y
it is deathly poisonous. He wants his
clients to see him as good, benefic e n t
and tru s t w o rt h y. He wants his pro d u c t
—sin and rejection of God—to appear
enticing and inviting, and he is usually
quite successful.

Satan never presents sin as it re a l l y
is. He never presents both sides of the
s t o ry, pro and con. He presents only
what he wants us to see, something
that appears fun and exciting. He
wants us to focus on p l e a s u re, o n
what feels or looks good at the
moment. He wants long-term conse-
quences to be the last thing on our
minds while he entices us to sin.

The vast majority of people have

lost sight of the real connection
between cause and effect. We rare l y
hear or see that concept mentioned,
much less discussed. Instead we hear
people clamor for quick fixes to every
p roblem, ease for every discomfort
and a pill for every ailment. We sel-
dom stop to consider the long-term
consequences of our actions. (To bet-
ter understand these principles, be
s u re to request your free copy of W h y
Does God Allow Suff e r i n g ?)

Our approach is shortsighted and
foolish. “Do not be deceived,” cau-
tions Paul. “God is not mocked, for
you reap whatever you sow”
(Galatians 6:7, NRSV).

We live in a world that pays little
attention to the long-term results of
sin. We don’t think through the conse-
quences of our words and deeds, and
w e ’ re constantly under pre s s u re from 
a society that is built on Satan’s stan-
d a rds and values rather than God’s .

I t ’s neither easy nor popular, con-
sidering the culture surrounding us, 
to adopt a diff e rent set of values and
s t a n d a rds—those that God reveals. 
As Jesus said: “If the world hates you,
you know that it hated Me before it
hated you. If you were of the world,
the world would love its own. Ye t
because you are not of the world . . .
the world hates you” (John 15:18-19).

G o d ’s way will never be popular in this
day and age.

N e v e rtheless, most people appear
s u p remely confident that their ways
a re pleasing to God. They defend
their religious beliefs and practices 
as being perfectly satisfactory and
acceptable in God’s eyes. They
a s s u m e that all, or mostly all, teachers
and churches bearing the Christian
name teach the truth. Few indeed
stop to consider that Satan’s gre a t
deception is not only worldwide, but
has deeply infiltrated Christianity.

Notice the context of Paul’s word s
when he writes that Satan appears as
“an angel of light.” In 2 Corinthians
11:13-15 Paul warns of “false apos-
tles, deceitful workers, t r a n s f o rm i n g
themselves into apostles of Christ.”
We shouldn’t be surprised at this,
writes Paul, because “Satan himself
t r a n s f o rms himself into an angel of
light. There f o re it is no great thing if
his ministers also transform them-
selves into ministers of righteousness,
whose end will be according to 
their works.”

Is that possible? How could people
who claim to re p resent Christ be
S a t a n ’s “ministers,” his servants, used
by the devil to spread deception?

Jesus Himself repeatedly warns 
of this very thing! He predicted that
many would appropriate His name
but deny Him by their actions. He said
they would “call Me ‘Lord, Lord , ’ ”

but “not do the things which I say”
(Luke 6:46).

Jesus and His true apostles spoke of
false apostles, false p rophets and f a l s e
b re t h ren. He warns: “Take heed that
no once deceives you. For many will
come in My name . . . and will deceive
many” (Matthew 24:4-5, 11-12). He
knew that false teachers would arise
who would teach a distorted, cor-
rupted version of Christianity. That
deception began in the first century,
when Paul wrote that some were
a l ready teaching a “diff e rent gospel”
and “perv e rt[ing] the gospel of Christ”
(Galatians 1:6-7).

To carry out his purpose, Satan
uses some people to deceive other
people. This is especially true when
they are motivated by personal ambi-
tion to be teachers of spiritual matters
but lack a proper understanding of
the Scriptures. Satan simply takes
advantage of that desire and seduces
susceptible individuals to re p re s e n t
Christ falsely, though often sincere l y,
while advancing the devil’s own
deceptive, disguised agenda.

Lest you be misled by this gre a t e s t
of all of Satan’s deceptions, you need
to be sure that your beliefs are based
firmly on the Bible. (For a more thor-
ough explanation of how perv a s i v e
S a t a n ’s deceptions are among
c h u rches that profess to be Christian,
be sure to request your free copy of
the booklet The Church Jesus Built.)

Satan: An Angel of Light?
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tells us that the devil “ d e c e ives the whole wo rl d ” ( R eve l ation 12:9).
Paul explains that “the god of this age ” has blinded those “ who do
not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Chri s t , who 
is the image of God, should shine on them” (2 Corinthians 4:4).

In one of His parables Jesus explains that , as soon as some people
hear God’s tru t h , “the devil comes and takes away the wo rd out of
their heart s , lest they should believe and be save d ” ( L u ke 8:12). Sat a n
will stop at nothing to ke ep people blinded to the fullness of God’s
t ruth. The re s u l t , as Jesus ex p l a i n e d, is that “the gate is wide and the
road is easy that leads to destru c t i o n , and there are m a ny who take it,”
and “the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, a n d
t h e re are few who find it” ( M at t h ew 7:13-14, N R S V ) .

Causes of humanity’s pro b l e m s
When we understand the magnitude of Sat a n ’s decep t i o n , we can

better grasp the roots of so many of humanity’s pro blems. Collec-
t ive ly we have had thousands of ye a rs to ex p e riment with gove rn-
m e n t s , philosophies and ways of liv i n g, so why have we been unabl e
to solve our pro blems? Why do so many difficulties persist year after
ye a r, c e n t u ry after century ?

Human gove rnments and other effo rts have not succeeded because,
in the final analy s i s , we simply do not know the right way to live.
S o l o m o n , king of ancient Isra e l , put it bl u n t ly : “ Th e re is a way that
seems ri g h t to a man, but its end is the way of deat h ” ( P rove r b s
14:12; 16:25).

Th rough the prophet Je re m i a h , God tells us that “it is not in man
who walks to direct his own step s ” ( Je remiah 10:23). Regre t t ably,
mankind has proved the truth of those wo rds for ge n e rations. Under
human ru l e rs h i p , and influenced by Sat a n ’s attitude of getting all we
can for ours e l ve s , the wo rld has never seen a time that was free of
t u rm o i l , war and suffe ri n g.

The wo rld suffe rs from ch ro n i c, ove r whelming pro blems b e c a u s e
we have rejected God. Under God’s inspiration King David wro t e :
“ The LO R D looks down from heaven upon the ch i l d ren of men, to see
if there are any who unders t a n d, who seek God. Th ey have all turn e d
a s i d e, t h ey have together become corrupt; there is none who does
go o d, n o , not one” (Psalm 14:2-3).
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m a n k i n d, he has many methods and tools at his disposal.
In a sense, his immediate go a l — ke eping mankind sep a rate fro m

God—is re l at ive ly easy. As humans we are nat u ra l ly inclined to fo c u s
on our own selfish wants. As Paul puts it, “those who live according 
to the sinful nat u re have their minds set on wh at that nat u re desire s ”
(Romans 8:5, NIV). Those whose minds are focused on themselve s
a re, whether they re a l i ze it or not, “hostile to God” ( ve rse 7, N I V ) .

Quoting from seve ral Psalms, Paul summari zes the spiritual condi-
tion of most of humanity: “ Th e re is no one who is ri g h t e o u s , n o t
even one; there is no one who has unders t a n d i n g, t h e re is no one wh o
seeks God. All have turned aside, t ogether they have become wo rt h-
less; there is no one who shows kindness, t h e re is not even one . . .
Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to
shed blood; ruin and misery are in their pat h s , and the way of peace
t h ey have not known. Th e re is no fear of God befo re their eye s ”
(Romans 3:10-18, N R S V ) .

As a master of pers u a s i o n , S atan easily deceives mankind into
focusing on anything bu t G o d. Th rough the theory of evo l u t i o n , fo r
ex a m p l e, he has convinced millions that God doesn’t exist (for pro o f
t h at God is re a l , be sure to request the free booklets L i fe ’s Ultimat e
Q u e s t i o n : Does God Exist? and C re ation or Evo l u t i o n : Does It
R e a l ly Matter Wh at You Believe ?) .

Th rough hundreds of corrupt re l i gions he has convinced billions
of people to wo rship the sun, moon and stars , a n i m a l s , n at u re,
deceased ancestors , i m agi n a ry gods and go ddesses and a bew i l d e ri n g
va riety of other things—or nothing at all. Even among the many va ri-
eties of traditional Christianity we find people divided and bicke ri n g
over who and wh at God is, His purpose for us, wh at He wants us to
do and how we should live. The devil has done an effe c t ive job of
confusing people as to wh at the Bible re a l ly say s .

S atan doesn’t care wh i ch of these groups people fall into. Wh e t h e r
t h ey believe in no God at all, a c c ept and wo rship a false god or are
d e c e ived into a false view of the true God and His plan for us, S at a n
still has them wh e re he wants them—“alienated from the life of God,
because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of
their heart ” (Ephesians 4:18).

Pe r h aps this helps us better understand wh at God means when He
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uities have sep a rated you from your God; and your sins have hidd e n
His face from yo u , so that He will not hear. For your hands are defil e d
with bl o o d, and your fin ge rs with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies,
your tongue has mu t t e red perve rs i t y. No one calls for justice, nor does
a ny plead for truth . . . The way of peace they have not know n , a n d
t h e re is no justice in their ways; they have made themselves cro o ke d
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Je remiah also noted that people are large ly blinded by the deceit of
their own evil motives and intents. “ The heart is deceitful ab ove all
things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” ( Je remiah 17:9, N I V ) .
Man separated from God

The prophet Isaiah add s : “ B e h o l d, the LO R D’s hand is not short e n e d,
t h at it cannot save; nor His ear heav y, t h at it cannot hear. But your iniq-
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In addition to identifying Satan’s
methods of deceiving people, God
gives us specific guidance to counter-
act the devil and his influence. God’s
Wo rd assures us: “Resist the devil a n d
he will flee from you” (James 4:7). This
p romise, however, is clearly dire c t e d
t o w a rd those willing to “submit to
God” (same verse) and is immediately
followed with the instruction, “Draw
near to God and He will draw near 
to you” (verse 8).

H o w, then, do we draw near 
to God? His instruction continues:
“Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and
purify your hearts, you double-minded”
(same verse). We must actively seek t o
eliminate Satan’s way of thinking and
behaving from our lives.

Satan, however, is so clever and
p o w e rful that no human being can
successfully resist his influ e n c e —
without God’s help. There f o re the key
to resisting the devil is to sincerely and
consistently draw near and re m a i n
close to God.

Our first step is to allow God 
to wash Satan’s influence from our
minds. This takes place through re c o g-
nizing and acknowledging our sins
and repenting of them. The Scripture s

c o m p a re this transformation fro m
S a t a n ’s way of thinking to coming
back to life from the dead:

“And you He made alive, who
w e re dead in trespasses and sins, in
which you once walked according to
the course of this world, according to
the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit who now works in the sons of
disobedience, among whom also we
all once conducted ourselves in the
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desire s
of the flesh and of the mind, and
w e re by nature children of wrath, 
just as the others” (Ephesians 2:1-3).

When we begin to truly repent 
and submit to God from the heart, we
begin to take His Wo rd seriously and 
to obey His instruction and commands.
Then His Wo rd, the Bible, begins clean-
ing up our minds, washing away our
evil thoughts and motives. All who
genuinely repent—who wholeheart e d l y
s u rrender their will to God and are
baptized so that they may receive the
Holy Spirit—are placed by Jesus Christ
into His Church. We strongly re c o m-
mend that you find a true minister of
God to discuss baptism.

Now notice Christ’s concern for
them and how He works with them to

How Can We Resist Satan? remove evil influences from their heart s
and minds: Christ “loved the churc h
and gave Himself for her, that He might
sanctify and cleanse her with the wash -
i n g of water by the word, that He
might present her to Himself a glorious
c h u rch, not having spot or wrinkle or
any such thing, but that she should be
holy and without blemish” (Ephesians
5:25-27). G o d ’s Wo rd is the instru m e n t
Christ uses—through the power of 
the Holy Spirit—to wash away Satan’s
i n fluences from our thinking.

But what can we do about the
d e v i l ’s attempts to influence us in the
f u t u re? Here, too, God provides us
with a defense: “Finally, be strong 
in the Lord and in the strength of his
p o w e r. Put on the whole armor of
God, so that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For our
s t ruggle is not against enemies of
blood and flesh, but against the ru l e r s ,
against the authorities, against the cos-
mic powers of this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places. There f o re take up the
whole armor of God, so that you may
be able to withstand on that evil day,
and having done everything, to stand
firm” (Ephesians 6:10-13, NRSV).

Paul then lists specific elements of
the spiritual armor God makes avail-
able to us. He compares the defense

of God’s servants against Satan’s influ-
ence to a “belt of t ru t h a round your
waist” and a “breastplate of r i g h -
t e o u s n e s s” (verse 14). He describes
their combat shoes as “whatever will
make you ready to proclaim the gospel
of peace” (verse 15). Their shield is
their f a i t h in God and His Son, Jesus
Christ, “with which you will be able 
to quench all the flaming arrows of
the evil one” (verse 16).

Their resolve is protected by “the
helmet of s a l v a t i o n” (verse 17)—the
assurance that in steadfastly serv i n g
and pleasing God they will re c e i v e
e t e rnal life. The one offensive weapon
they can use to cut to ribbons Satan’s
attitudes and philosophies is the
“ s w o rd of the Spirit, which is the 
w o rd of God” (same verse).

F i n a l l y, Paul says, “ p r a y in the Spirit
at all times in every prayer and suppli-
cation. To that end keep alert and
always persevere in supplication for 
all the saints” (verse 18). These are the
essential keys for warding off Satan’s
e ff o rts to regain control over “the
ones who have actually escaped f ro m
those who live in error” (2 Peter 2:18).

The more our character becomes
like God’s perfect nature, the less
Satan will feel comfortable in our pre s-
ence, and the more he will be inclined
to flee from us.
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o u rs e l ves rather than God as the ultimate authori t y.
Paul describes the results of rejecting God: “ . . . Since they did 

not think it wo rt h while to retain the know l e d ge of God, he gave them
over to a dep raved mind, to do wh at ought not to be done. Th ey have
become filled with eve ry kind of wicke d n e s s , ev i l , greed and dep rav i t y.
Th ey are full of env y, mu rd e r, s t ri fe, deceit and malice.

“ Th ey are go s s i p s , s l a n d e re rs , G o d - h at e rs , i n s o l e n t , a rrogant and
boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their pare n t s ;
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p aths; wh o ever takes that way shall not know peace” (Isaiah 59:1-8).
G o d ’s ways are va s t ly diffe rent from man’s. He tells us: “ . . . My

thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways . . . Fo r
as the heavens are higher than the eart h , so are My ways higher than
your way s , and My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9).

S atan has effe c t ive ly deceived humanity throughout history by
i n fluencing human beings to cut themselves off from God’s guid-
a n c e. He leads us to want to do things our own way, to re ly on 
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God and Satan: Truth and Life
vs. Lies and Murd e r

Jesus says of Satan—“the Spirit
that is ruling the world”—that “He
has nothing in common with me”
(John 14:30, Twentieth Century New
Testament). The Scriptures draw sharp
contrasts between God and Satan 
that help us better understand the pro-
found diff e rences between their char-
a c t e r, motivations, goals and actions.

Much of what we learn about
Satan is summed up in his name,
which means a d v e r s a ry. Peter calls him
“your e n e m y the devil” (1 Peter 5:8,
NIV). Satan’s actions and motivations
a re those of an enemy. God’s charac-
t e r, in contrast, is summarized by the
w o rd love. “God i s love,” John tells 
us (1 John 4:8, 16).

In John 8:43-44 Christ says Satan
is a murd e rer and liar. Jesus says of
Himself that He is “the way, the tru t h ,
and the life” (John 14:6). As a liar
and murd e re r, Satan is the e x a c t
opposite of “the truth and the life”
(John 14:6). Christ is the t ru t h , S a t a n
is a l i a r. Christ is the l i f e , Satan is a

m u rd e re r—one who takes away l i f e .
As we can see, the Scriptures show

that Satan is the exact opposite of
God and Jesus Christ in his intents,
motivation and character.

Emphasizing that they are oppo-
sites, in 2 Corinthians 6:14-15 Paul
asks a series of questions: “For what
fellowship has righteousness with law-
lessness? And what communion has
light with darkness? And what accord
has Christ with Belial?” He empha-
sizes that the ways of Christ and
Satan are as opposite as day and
night, light and darkness (compare
John 3:19-21; 8:12; Ephesians 6:12).

The essence of Christ’s character is
revealed in His prayer in the Garden of
Gethsemane: “Father, if it is Your will,
take this cup away from Me; nevert h e-
less not My will, but Yo u r s , be done”
(Luke 22:42). Satan’s attitude is 
diametrically opposite. Rather than
submitting to God’s perfect will, he
became s e l f-willed and determined to
have his way at any cost. That attitude

led to his initial rebellion against his
C reator as described in Isaiah 14 and
Ezekiel 28. Regre t t a b l y, Satan has been
remarkably successful at infusing a 
m e - first, self-willed attitude among all
human beings, with the one exception
of Jesus, who perfectly resisted him.

We see another stark contrast in
Revelation 9:11. Here we read of a
p o w e rful force of attackers that goes
f o rth like locusts to torment mankind.
“And they had as king over them the
angel of the bottomless pit, whose
name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in
G reek he has the name Apollyon”—
names meaning “destruction” and
“ d e s t ro y e r,” re s p e c t i v e l y.

We might say that D e s t royer is his
name and d e s t ruction is his game.
These titles sum up Satan’s character,
goals and purpose. They summarize
the end result of everything he strives
for—absolute destruction. If the devil
c a n ’t h a v e it all, as he is beginning to
realize at the point in history described
h e re, his intent is to d e s t ro y it all.

Again we see a major contrast.
C o m p a re Satan, the d e s t ro y e r, w i t h
God, whose greatest attribute is that
He is the great C re a t o r. God is the one
who creates, builds, makes and gives
us so many beautiful and wonderf u l

things. Satan, on the other hand, is
the ultimate destro y e r.

What does he destroy? He ru i n s
basically everything he can get his
hands on. Read Revelation 9 and
Revelation 12:7-12. Every w h e re he is
mentioned, Satan is destro y i n g — t ry i n g
to murder God’s people, fighting Jesus
Christ, lashing out in anger because he
knows his time is almost up.

Even after losing the war, and
being restrained for 1,000 years, has
he learned his lesson? Far from it. In
Revelation 20:7-10 we read that when
he is released he will go out to deceive
the nations again and bring them to
battle against Jerusalem. But he and
those who follow him are defeated.
Finally he is permanently constrained
and can no longer influence mankind.
All his eff o rts are brought to nothing.

Eventually every destructive thing
Satan has tried to achieve thro u g h o u t
h i s t o ry will be reversed and defeated,
and all that God has set out to
achieve will be accomplished. This is
made clear in the Scriptures. God has
complete control over His cre a t i o n ,
and Satan can do no more than God
allows. (Be sure to read “Why Does
God Allow Satan to Influ e n c e
Mankind?” beginning on page 16.)
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The Fall 
of Sat an’s Kingdom

“ Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea!
For the devil has come down to you, having gre a t
wrath, because he knows that he has a short time”
(Revelation 12:12).

Wh e n we consider the whole picture, we can hold no doubt that
this is Sat a n ’s wo rld rather than God’s. Paul even re fe rs to our era as
“this present evil age ” ( G a l atians 1:4).

H oweve r, S atan will not always dominate planet earth. Bibl e
p ro p h e cy reveals that an astounding series of events will shake our
wo rld as never befo re and usher in a new age—a 1,000-year era
under the rule of the Kingdom of God (Mat t h ew 6:10; Luke 21:31).

This good news of the coming Kingdom of God is at the heart 
of Chri s t ’s teach i n g : “ . . . Jesus came to Galilee, p re a ching the go s p e l
of the kingdom of God, and say i n g, ‘ The time is fulfil l e d, and the
kingdom of God is at hand. Rep e n t , and believe in the go s p e l ’”
( M a rk 1:14-15).

The transition from Sat a n ’s domination of the earth to Je s u s
C h ri s t ’s rule will be neither easy nor painless. The prophet Daniel
d e s c ribes it as “a time of distress s u ch as has not happened from the
b eginning of nations until then” (Daniel 12:1, NIV). Christ stated that
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t h ey are senseless, fa i t h l e s s , h e a rt l e s s , ruthless. Although they know
G o d ’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve deat h ,
t h ey not only continue to do these ve ry things but also ap p rove of
those who practice them” (Romans 1:28-32, N I V ) .

Pa u l ’s wo rds ring as true in our day as ever befo re. Our news and
e n t e rtainment media praise and condone dege n e rat e, sinful life s t y l e s
and practices while condemning people who support biblical stan-
d a rds as narrow-minded bigots out to impose their biases on others .
S u ch twisted values are the inev i t able result of a mind-set that re j e c t s
the know l e d ge and commandments of God. (To better understand 
the results of rejecting God’s teach i n g s , be sure to request our fre e
booklet Why Does God A l l ow Suffe ri n g ?)

This is not God’s world

Although God is always in contro l , the Scri p t u res make it cl e a r
t h at He is not the reason for the wo rl d ’s many ch ronic pro blems. A s
Jesus Christ said in John 18:36, “My kingdom is not of this wo rl d.”

God is not behind the misery that plagues our planet. Satan the
d evil is the true “ ruler of this wo rl d ” ( John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). Jo h n
tells us that “the whole wo rld lies under the sway of the wicked one”
(1 John 5:19). Satan is the god of this age (2 Corinthians 4:4).

Although we cannot see Sat a n , his influence is powerful and per-
va s ive. Paul understood this, reminding Christians that “ you once
wa l ked according to the course of this wo rl d, a c c o rding to the pri n c e
of the power of the air, the spirit who now wo rks in the sons of dis-
o b e d i e n c e ” (Ephesians 2:2). The result of the dev i l ’s influence is that ,
b e fo re conve rs i o n , our focus is on “ gratifying the cravings of our 
sinful nat u re and fo l l owing its desires and thoughts” ( ve rse 3, N I V ) .

Paul calls Satan “the prince of the power of the air” for good re a-
son. He spiri t u a l ly influences humanity to reject God and God’s law.
Under Sat a n ’s influ e n c e, “the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does
not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so” (Romans 8:7, N I V ) .

S ep a rated from God, man chooses to go his own way with deva s-
t ating results. Under Sat a n ’s influence humanity has rejected God’s
reve l ation and guidance and built societies and civ i l i z ations on wro n g
fo u n d ations. But it will not be that way fo reve r. How things will
ch a n ge is described in the next two ch ap t e rs of this booklet.
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with power and gre at glory ” ( ve rse 30). “ . . . When you see all 
these things,” He tells us, “ k n ow that it is near—at the doors ! ”
( ve rse 33).
S a t a n ’s role in the end time

Je s u s ’p ro p h e cy is an ove rv i ew of end-time events. Many other
p ro p h e c i e s , m o s t ly in the book of Reve l at i o n , fill in va rious details.

S atan will not relinquish his kingdom without a fight. As the time
of Chri s t ’s re t u rn draws near, we can read this sobering wa rning in
R eve l ation 12:12: “ Wo e to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea!
For the devil has come down to yo u , h aving gre at wrat h , because 
he knows that he has a short time.” M a ny prophecies go on to detail 
a f renzy of destru c t i o n d i rected at God’s people, at humanity as a
wh o l e, and at the re t u rning Jesus Chri s t .

S at a n ’s wrath is focused on God’s people, s y m b o l i c a l ly rep re-
sented by a woman in Reve l ation 12. “And the dragon was e n rage d
with the wo m a n , and he went to make war with the rest of her off -
s p ri n g, who ke ep the commandments of God and have the testimony
of Jesus Chri s t ” ( ve rse 17).

R e l i gious persecution will again rear its ugly head—at Sat a n ’s
i n s t i gation (Reve l ation 2:10). “ Then they will deliver you up to 
t ri bu l ation and kill yo u , and you will be hated by all nations for My
n a m e ’s sake,” wa rned Jesus. “And then many will be offe n d e d, w i l l
b e t ray one another, and will hate one another” ( M at t h ew 24:9-10).

M a rk pre s e rves another chilling detail from Chri s t ’s pro p h e cy
about this promised pers e c u t i o n : “ N ow brother will betray brother to
d e at h , and a father his child; and ch i l d ren will rise up against pare n t s
and cause them to be put to deat h ” ( M a rk 13:12). Reve l ation 6:9-11
f u rther describes this period of mart y rd o m .
G reat religious deception coming

We read earlier that re l i gious deception will increase as Chri s t ’s
re t u rn draws near. Satan will have a direct hand in the rise of a 
gre at leader who will play a pivotal role in a massive end-time 
re l i gious decep t i o n .

W riting of events preceding Chri s t ’s re t u rn , Paul tells us that “ t h at
D ay will not come unless the falling away comes firs t , and the man of
s i n is reve a l e d, the son of perd i t i o n ” (2 Thessalonians 2:3). This man
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no human being would surv ive if God we re not to intervene in wo rl d
a ffa i rs and establish His Kingdom, ousting Satan from his dominance
over humanity (Mat t h ew 24:21-22).

Signs of the end of the age
As the end of Chri s t ’s eart h ly ministry drew near, the disciples

a s ked Him: “ Tell us, when will these things be? And wh at will 
be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age ? ” ( M at t h ew
24:3). Jesus summari zed the trends and events that would ch a ra c-
t e ri ze that time. A quick rev i ew of the list reads re m a rk ably like 
t o d ay ’s headlines.

Jesus re s p o n d e d : “ Ta ke heed that no one deceives you. For many
will come in My name, s ay i n g, ‘I am the Chri s t ,’and will deceive
m a ny ” ( ve rses 4-5). (To see how this part of Chri s t ’s pro p h e cy is
being fulfil l e d, be sure to read “ S at a n : An A n gel of Light?” b egi n n i n g
on page 24.)

Jesus continu e d : “And you will hear of wa rs and ru m o rs of wa rs .
See that you are not tro u bled; for all these things must come to pass,
but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nat i o n , and king-
dom against kingdom. And there will be fa m i n e s , p e s t i l e n c e s , a n d
e a rt h q u a kes in va rious places. All these are the b egi n n i n g of sorrow s ”
( ve rses 6-8).

He described other significant tre n d s : p e rsecution and hat re d
d i rected at God’s true serva n t s , i n c reasing re l i gious deception and the
p ro cl a m ation of the true gospel of the Kingdom of God to the wo rl d
( ve rses 9-14).

The wo rl d, C h rist said, would grow incre a s i n g ly dange rous as His
re t u rn nears. “It will be a time of gre at distre s s ,” He wa rn e d, “ s u ch as
t h e re has never been befo re since the beginning of the wo rl d, and will
n ever be again. If that time of tro u bles we re not cut short , no liv i n g
thing could surv ive; but for the sake of God’s chosen it will be cut
s h o rt ” ( ve rse 21-22, R E B ) .

R e l i gious deception will continue to incre a s e, He said, fo l l owed 
by dra m atic heave n ly signs (ve rses 23-29). These will be fo l l owed 
by a wo rl d - t ra n s fo rming eve n t : “ Then the sign of the Son of Man
will appear in heave n , and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn ,
and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heave n
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“opposes and exalts himself ab ove all that is called God or that is
wo rs h i p e d, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, s h owing 
himself that he is God” ( ve rse 4).

H ow could such a person claim to be God and convince others to
b e l i eve him? Paul adds that “the coming of the lawless one will be 
in accordance with the wo rk of Satan d i s p l ayed in all kinds of c o u n -
t e r feit mira cl e s , signs and wo n d e rs , and in eve ry sort of evil that
d e c e ive s those who are peri s h i n g ” ( ve rses 9-10, NIV). These powe r-
ful mira cles will convince many, but in reality they are the decep t ive
h a n d i wo rk of Sat a n .

R egre t t ably, this man’s deception will take in millions of people. In
the cat a clysm that will mark the end of this age, m a ny will fall victim
to a “ p owerful delusion” and “ p e rish because they refused to love the
t ruth and so be save d ” ( ve rses 10-11, N I V ) .

In the end time, b i blical ignorance will cat ch up with millions 
of people. When this ch a ri s m at i c, C h ri s t - i m i t ating leader emerge s ,
millions ap p a re n t ly will accept him as God in the flesh. Because 
t h ey will have “ refused to love the tru t h ” ( ve rse 10, N I V ) , t h ey easily
will be deceive d, t a ken in by this impostor in a satanic end-time 
re l i gious rev iva l .

This should be a sobering wa rning to all of us. If we do not love
the tru t h , if our beliefs are not firm ly grounded in the truth of God’s
Wo rd and we do not have the strength of ch a racter to hold fast to
t h e m , we too could easily fall prey to this or other satanic decep t i o n s .
It has happened befo re, and both Jesus and Paul assure us it will 
h appen aga i n .

A satanic war against humanity

Although Sat a n ’s attitude of hat re d, greed and resentment has led
mankind into countless wa rs down through history, p ro p h e cy reve a l s
t h at the devil will p e rs o n a l ly o rch e s t rate one last gre at wo rl dw i d e
c o n flagration short ly befo re Christ re t u rn s .

In Reve l ation 9:1-12 we read about wh at ap p e a rs to be an enor-
mous military fo rce symbolized by a cloud of locusts arising from 
a bottomless pit. Te rrifying locustlike devices inflict people with pain
l i ke the stings of scorpions (ve rses 5, 10). The results sound stri k i n g ly
similar to the effects of modern chemical and biological wa r fa re.
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As a deceiver, Satan has no equal.
In addition to being the world’s gre a t-
est con artist, he is also its most
accomplished counterf e i t e r. 

Notice Paul’s warning to the
Christians in Corinth: “But I fear, lest
s o m e h o w, as the serpent deceived Eve
by his craftiness, so your minds may be
c o rrupted from the simplicity that is in
Christ. For if he who comes pre a c h e s
another Jesus whom we have not
p reached, or if you receive a diff e re n t
s p i r i t which you have not received, or 
a diff e rent gospel which you have not
accepted—you may well put up with
it!” (2 Corinthians 11:3-4).

H e re Paul describes three areas in
which Satan employs clever c o u n t e r -
f e i t s of the truth to deceive even
C h r i s t i a n s .

• First he presents Jesus as being
quite diff e rent from the Christ re v e a l e d
in the Bible—in effect creating a n o t h e r
Jesus, a false Christ. This is the Jesus
most people hear about today—a
c o u n t e rfeit of the Jesus Christ of the
Bible. Regre t t a b l y, most of Christianity
is built around this false Christ.

• The second of Satan’s clever
deceptions is to re p resent the natural
outpouring of human emotion— o r, 
in some cases, the d i rect influence of
d e m o n s—as God’s Spirit. Hundreds 
of thousands of people are deceived
e v e ry year in this manner. They are
i m p ressed by what they see or feel
rather than by f ru i t s of God’s Spirit 
as listed in Galatians 5:22-23 and by
whether the accompanying teaching
is indeed of God (Isaiah 8:20).

The true Holy Spirit is the power o f
God (Acts 1:8; 2 Timothy 1:7) thro u g h
which “those who are Christ’s have
c ru c i fied the flesh with its passions
and desires” (Galatians 5:24). It is not
the mere expression of human emo-
tions or a communication with the
world of spirits (demons), nor is it a
t h i rd person in the Godhead. Rather,
t h rough the power of the Holy Spirit
God “works in you to will and to act
a c c o rding to his good purpose”
(Philippians 2:13, NIV).

• The third deception, twisting
Jesus’ gospel message, seems to be
S a t a n ’s most effective tool for main-
taining his deadly grip on many people.
Jesus explained that, as soon as people
begin to respond to God’s Wo rd, Satan
acts quickly to snatch it away (Mat-
thew 13:18-22). The devil’s methods
a re powerfully effective with many.

For example, notice Paul’s lament
over what was happening to the
Galatian Christians who had been
c o n v e rted under his ministry. “I marv e l
that you are turning away so soon
f rom Him who called you in the grace
of Christ, to a d i ff e rent gospel, w h i c h
is not another; but there are some
who trouble you and want to p e rv e rt
the gospel of Christ. But even if we, 
or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel to you than what we
have preached to you, let him be
accursed” (Galatians 1:6-8).

To learn more about Satan’s coun-
t e rfeits and how they have infil t r a t e d
C h r i s t i a n i t y, be sure to request your
f ree copy of The Church Jesus Built.

Satan: The Great Counterf e i t e r
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R eve l ation 19 describes Chri s t ’s triumphant re t u rn to eart h : “I saw
h e aven standing open and there befo re me was a white hors e, wh o s e
rider is called Faithful and Tru e. With justice he judges and make s
wa r. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crow n s .
He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself.

“He is dressed in a robe dipped in bl o o d, and his name is the
Wo rd of God. The armies of heaven we re fo l l owing him, riding on
white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his
mouth comes a sharp swo rd with wh i ch to stri ke down the nat i o n s .
‘He will rule them with an iron scep t e r.’He treads the winep ress of
the fury of the wrath of God A l m i g h t y. On his robe and on his thigh
he has this name wri t t e n : K I N G O F K I N G S A N D L O R D O F L O R D S” ( ve rs e s
1 1 - 1 6 , N I V ) .

These ve rses show concl u s ive ly that all the armies of the earth 
will be proven to be nothing compared with the power of eart h ’s
coming King, Jesus the Messiah.

“And I saw the beast, the kings of the eart h , and their arm i e s ,
gat h e red together to make war against Him who sat on the horse 
and against His army. Then the beast was cap t u re d, and with him 
the false prophet who wo rked signs in his pre s e n c e, by wh i ch he
d e c e ived those who re c e ived the mark of the beast and those wh o
wo rshiped his image. These two we re cast alive into the lake of fire
bu rning with bri m s t o n e. And the rest we re killed with the swo rd
wh i ch proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the hors e ”
( ve rses 19-21).

With his armies defe at e d, S at a n ’s kingdom is dismantled and
d e s t roye d. But Satan and his demons must be stopped from continu-
ing to deceive and manipulate mankind. To prevent this, in his vision
John sees an angel who “ s e i zed the drago n , t h at ancient serp e n t , wh o
is the dev i l , or Sat a n , and bound him for a thousand ye a rs. He threw
him into the A by s s , and locked and sealed it over him, to ke ep him
f rom deceiving the nations any more until the thousand ye a rs we re
e n d e d ” ( R eve l ation 20:2-3, N I V ) .

S at a n ’s ru l e rship over the wo rld in “this present evil age ”
( G a l atians 1:4; 1 John 5:19) will then end for the next 1,000 ye a rs .
The battle for the control of earth is ove r. In God’s timetabl e, it is
time for a new age to begi n .
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Leading this wave of suffe ring as “king over them” is “the angel 
of the bottomless pit, whose name in Heb rew is A b a dd o n , but in
G reek he has the name Ap o l lyo n ” ( ve rse 11). These titles mean
“ d e s t ru c t i o n ” and “ d e s t roye r,” re s p e c t ive ly. This being ap p e a rs to be
none other than Satan himself, whose ch a racter and reason for being
a re perfe c t ly summed up by those titles (see “ Truth and Life vs. Lies
and Murd e r ” b eginning on page 30).

We then read of the rise of a massive military fo rce 200 million
s t rong (ve rse 16). An unimagi n able carn age begins. A third of
m a n k i n d —l i t e ra l ly b i l l i o n s of people at eart h ’s current populat i o n
l evel—die in this gre at war (ve rses 15, 1 8 ) , dwa r fing all casualties 
in all previous wa rs. In this frenzy of destruction it ap p e a rs that ,
if Satan can no longer maintain his control on humanity with the
impending re t u rn of Chri s t , he will slaughter as many as he can. (To
l e a rn more about these prophetic eve n t s , request your free copies of
the booklets The Book of Reve l ation Unve i l e d, The United States and
B ritain in Bible Pro p h e cy and You Can Understand Bible Pro p h e cy.)

S a t a n ’s last stand
In Reve l ation 13 we find that Satan will be behind the rise of 

t wo “ b e a s t s .” One will be an end-time coalition of nations led by 
a powerful human ruler who will “ m a ke war with the saints and . . .
ove rcome them” ( ve rses 1-7). The other will be the re l i gious leader
we read about earlier called “the false pro p h e t ” ( ve rses 11-18;
R eve l ation 19:20).

Demons—as spiritual emissaries of the dragon (Sat a n ) , the beast
and the false pro p h e t — “ go out to the kings of the earth and of the
whole wo rl d, to gather them to the battle of that gre at day of God
A l m i g h t y,” c o m m o n ly but less than accurat e ly called the Battle of
A rm age ddon (Reve l ation 16:13-16).

U n awa re of events going on behind the scenes, these kings will be
m e re pawns in Sat a n ’s plan. Though their intent will be to fight each
o t h e r, S at a n ’s objective will be to use the wo rl d ’s armies to fig h t
C h rist at His re t u rn. Their armies will gather on a large plain at
M egi ddo about 55 miles north of Je rusalem. The final battle will
t a ke place at Je rusalem against the re t u rning Jesus Christ (Zech a ri a h
1 4 : 1 - 4 , 1 2 - 1 5 ) .
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tear virt u a l ly eve rything down and start ove r. It will be the only way
to root out the last ve s t i ges of Sat a n ’s system.

Tearing down and starting over
When you read through the book of Reve l ation you learn that it

i s n ’t only the obvious areas of decep t i o n — s u ch as Sat a n ’s end-time
political and re l i gious systems—that must be rooted out and destroye d.

At Chri s t ’s re t u rn eve ry t h i n g will come crashing dow n , to be swep t
away. He will start over afresh. Eve rything that Satan had a hand in
bu i l d i n g — gove rn m e n t s , political systems, economic systems, e d u c a-
tional systems, e n t e rt a i n m e n t , media and info rm ation systems, eve ry
fo rm of society and civ i l i z ation that we have invented and establ i s h e d
over the course of man’s history — must be replaced with something
far superi o r.

Why? Because eve rything in this present wo rld has been built on a
w rong fo u n d ation. It is all founded on Sat a n ’s deceptions and outri g h t
lies. It has been built on h i s va l u e s — c o n s t ructed to his specific at i o n s ,
you might say. Vi rt u a l ly without ex c eption this wo rl d ’s systems have
all been constructed with no guidance or direction from God.

This is not God’s wo rl d. It is not His society. It is not His civ i l i z a-
tion. It is not built on His va l u e s , l aws or way of life. Satan has
d e c e ived the wo rld for centuries and orga n i zed it according to h i s
values rather than God’s .

S at a n ’s deception is an active, c o n t i nuing process. At eve ry turn 
he has taken mankind fa rther and fa rther away from God and His
i n s t ructions for us. Each ge n e ration has built on layer after layer of
p rev i o u s ly established deception. Just as Satan deceived the wh o l e
wo rld in the past, he is deceiving it now and will continue to delude 
it until God puts him away at Chri s t ’s re t u rn. Then eve rything he has
built must be completely crushed and swept away.

It is not pleasant to contemplat e, but mu ch of the horre n d o u s
d e s t ruction and deva s t ation poured out on earth as described in the
book of Reve l ation is God’s judgment on mankind and civ i l i z at i o n .
As we noted earl i e r, S atan will embark on a frenzy of destruction as
the end of his rule draws near and he wages a desperate war to thwa rt
the re t u rning Jesus Christ. But wh at is left of Sat a n ’s empire will be
a n n i h i l ated by Jesus as He assumes the role of King of Kings.
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The Good News 
of a Wo rld Set Fre e

“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy
mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge
of the LO R D as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).

When Jesus Christ re t u rn s , “the kingdoms of this wo rld [will]
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Chri s t , and He shall
reign fo rever and eve r ! ” ( R eve l ation 11:15). Sat a n ’s wo rl d, built on a
fo u n d ation of lies and decep t i o n , will come crashing dow n , rep l a c e d
by the Kingdom of truth and light.

To grasp the magnitude of the tra n s fo rm ation that will take place 
at the coming and implementing of the Kingdom of God, we need 
to understand the magnitude of Sat a n ’s centuries-long deception. It is
d i fficult even to begin to see how gre at , h ow perva s ive, t h at decep t i o n
has been when we have been a part of it since our birth. After all,
a deceived person d o e s n ’t know he is being deceive d. To him the
d e c eption is wh at ap p e a rs norm a l — i t ’s the truth that seems odd !

We need to grasp the fact that Satan has constantly deceived and
m a n i p u l ated mankind on eve ry conceivable level. The prophecies 
of the book of Reve l ation only begin to scrat ch the surface of wh at
must take place for the Kingdom of God to be establ i s h e d. One mes-
s age that comes through loud and clear is that Christ will have to
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This central truth is at the heart of the gospel—the good new s —
t h at Jesus taught. The focus of His message is the announcement of a
coming wo rld gove rnment (Luke 21:31) that will not be administere d
by blinded people who have been duped by Satan. It will be not be
ruled by selfis h ly motivated humans but by Jesus Christ Himself
( ve rse 27).

Building a God-centered civilization
The Heb rew prophets give us dozens of prophecies throughout 

the Old Testament about this exciting time. One that perhaps best
d e s c ribes the diffe rences between the wo rld tomorrow and today ’s
wo rld is found in Isaiah 11:9: “ Th ey shall not hurt nor destroy in all
My holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of the know l e d ge of the
LO R D as the wat e rs cover the sea.”

To d ay ’s wo rld is full of hurting and destruction. It is blinded 
to the know l e d ge of God we so desperat e ly need. Once Satan is
re m ove d, along with his attitude of va n i t y, j e a l o u s y, gre e d, s e l fis h-
ness and hostility, humanity can begin to learn and then ex p e ri e n c e
p e a c e. Satan will no longer be around to blind the wo rld and
e n s h roud it in spiritual darkness. The wo rld will at last ex p e ri e n c e
f reedom from Sat a n ’s spiritual enslavement (John 8:32). People 
will at last learn go d ly values and the right way to live—the way 
to prevent and re m ove pain and misery.

The prophet Micah describes this time of unprecedented peace:
“ N ow it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the
LO R D’s house shall be established on the top of the mountains, a n d
shall be exalted ab ove the hills; and peoples shall flow to it. Many
n ations shall come and say, ‘ C o m e, and let us go up to the mountain
of the LO R D, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His
way s , and we shall walk in His pat h s .’For out of Zion the law shall
go fo rt h , and the wo rd of the LO R D f rom Je ru s a l e m .

“He shall judge between many peoples, and rebu ke strong nat i o n s
a far off; they shall beat their swo rds into plow s h a re s , and their spears
into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up swo rd against nat i o n , n e i-
ther shall they learn war any more. But eve ryone shall sit under his
vine and under his fig tre e, and no one shall make them afraid . . .”
(Micah 4:1-4).
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Just as a new building cannot successfully be built on the ro t t i n g
fo u n d ation of a destroyed stru c t u re, God must ra ze the remnants of
S at a n ’s edifice befo re He can build a new fo u n d at i o n .

A new kind of govern m e n t
At Je s u s ’ re t u rn those who have been God’s faithful fo l l owe rs 

over the centuri e s — who have successfully resisted Sat a n ’s deceit and
rebellion—will be re s u rrected to immortality (1 Corinthians 15:50-
54; 1 Thessalonians 4:16). God’s Wo rd says of these people: “ B l e s s e d
and holy is he who has part in the first re s u rrection. Over such the
second death has no powe r, but they shall be priests of God and of
C h ri s t , and shall reign with Him a thousand ye a rs ” ( R eve l ation 20:6).

C h ri s t , as we have seen, will re t u rn to reign on earth (Zech a ri a h
1 4 : 4 , 9). Reve l ation 5:10 says of those re s u rrected to be with Chri s t ,
“ You have made them to be a kingdom and pri e s t s to serve our God,
and t h ey will reign on the eart h ” (NIV). God has in mind an awe-
some purpose for His faithful servants. Th ey are not destined for a
l i fe of idleness and ease in heaven for etern i t y. God has called and is
t raining them for a gre at re s p o n s i b i l i t y—to reign with Christ as ru l e rs
and priests to build a perfe c t , just and go d ly civ i l i z ation on eart h !

C h ri s t ’s kingdom, the Kingdom of God, will be a literal kingdom
ruling over the earth. Daniel 7:27, re fe rring to the establishment of this
k i n g d o m , tells us that “the sove re i g n t y, p ower and gre atness of the
kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints,
the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an eve rlasting 
k i n g d o m , and all ru l e rs will wo rship and obey him” ( N I V ) .

Ve rse 14 tells us even more cl e a rly that this will be a litera l , wo rl d -
ruling gove rnment. Daniel describes God the Father giving Jesus the
Messiah authority and responsibility over the eart h : “. . . To Him wa s
given dominion and glory and a kingdom, t h at all peoples, n at i o n s
and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an eve rl a s t i n g
d o m i n i o n , wh i ch shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one wh i ch
shall not be destroye d.”

The gove rnmental systems of mankind for centuries have prove n
their inherent inability to solve our many pro blems. Now they will be
replaced by a ruler and fo rm of gove rnment that can at last solve those
p ro blems. Jesus Christ will pers o n a l ly rule the peoples of the eart h .
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Jesus Christ will reign over the nations in a literal kingdom for 1,000
ye a rs (Reve l ation 20:3-7). Yet we are also told that “He shall reign fo r-
ever and eve r ” ( R eve l ation 11:15). In other wo rd s , the 1,000-year re i g n
( c o m m o n ly called the Millennium, d e rived from the Latin wo rds m i l l e,
meaning “ t h o u s a n d,” and a n nu s , meaning “ year”) is just the begi n n i n g
of Je s u s ’ e t e rn a l reign in the Kingdom of God.

I n d e e d, the reign that Christ will share with the re s u rrected saints
d u ring this time will take place for the ve ry purpose of offe ri n g
e n t ry into the eternal Kingdom of God to all mankind. Millions of
p hysical human beings alive at Chri s t ’s re t u rn will live through the
d eva s t ation of the prophesied end-time events into the Millennium,
after wh i ch many more ge n e rations will be born and live. Th ey will
all be given an opportunity for eternal life, to be ch a n ged from their
p hysical lives and bodies to spirit and to enter into the etern a l
Kingdom of God.

When He taught about the Kingdom of God, Jesus made it cl e a r
t h at ultimat e ly it is an e t e rn a l k i n g d o m , not one that lasts only 1,000
ye a rs. In Mat t h ew 19:16 we read of a we a l t hy young man who aske d
Jesus a fundamental question: “Good Te a ch e r, wh at good thing shall 
I do that I may have eternal life ? ” Jesus explained to him that he 
must ke ep God’s commandments and “be perfe c t ” ( ve rse 21). Wh e n
it became clear that the young man was not willing to do all that
would be re q u i re d, Jesus went on to say in ve rse 24 that “it is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a ri ch man to
enter into the kingdom of God.” H e re, e n t ry into the Kingdom of God
is equated with eternal life.

Ye s , the millennial reign of Christ will open the door for millions
of human beings to be saved and enter the eternal Kingdom of God.
The Millennium, a time of unparalleled peace, h appiness and pro s-
p e ri t y, will be just a fo retaste of the even gre ater eternal Kingdom.

U n k n own to most people, God established a series of fe s t iva l s
p i c t u ring how He will eve n t u a l ly reconcile humanity to Himself. In
the process rep resented by the fe s t iva l s , we learn why God allow s
S atan to exist until Jesus Chri s t ’s re t u rn to earth to establish the
Kingdom of God. (To learn more about these days of wo rs h i p , b e
s u re to request your free booklet G o d ’s Holy Day Plan: The Pro m i s e
of Hope for All Mankind.)
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With Satan-induced blindness re m ove d, m e n , wo m e n , b oys and
gi rls eve ry wh e re will at last begin to re c og n i ze the blessings that
come from fo l l owing God’s way. Th ey will eage rly stream to
Je ru s a l e m , C h ri s t ’s capital city, to learn His way of life.

P rophecies of Christ’s ru l e
In one of the Bibl e ’s best-known (but least-understood) passage s ,

the prophet Isaiah describes the kind of ruler Jesus will be: “. . . Th e
gove rnment will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called
Wo n d e r f u l , C o u n s e l o r, Mighty God, E ve rlasting Fat h e r, P rince of
Pe a c e. Of the increase of His gove rnment and peace there will be no
e n d, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and
e s t ablish it with judgment and justice from that time fo r wa rd, eve n
fo rever . . .” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

In contrast to the injustice, incompetence and oppression that so
often ch a ra c t e ri ze gove rnments today, “judgment and justice” will be
h a l l m a rks of Chri s t ’s coming reign. A new, benign kind of ep i d e m i c
will break out throughout the wo rl d, a ffecting marri age s , fa m i l i e s ,
c o m munities and nations. It will be an epidemic of p e a c e. As Isaiah
p ro p h e s i e d, “ t h e re will be no end” to peace under Jesus Chri s t ’s re i g n
( ve rse 7). The Prince of Peace will bring calm and go o dwill to a
wo rld that has never known lasting peace.

Under Chri s t ’s righteous ru l e rs h i p , mankind will at last learn God’s
ways and ex p e rience a wonderful peace. Educational institutions 
will teach people h ow to live, not just how to make a liv i n g. Bibl i c a l
p rinciples for healthy and lasting re l ationships will be thoro u g h ly
ex p l a i n e d. The multiple millions of people who have never know n
G o d ’s laws or ways in a wo rld blinded by Satan for thousands of ye a rs
will at last have access to that wo n d e r f u l , s aving know l e d ge. (To learn
m o re about the promised Kingdom of God, be sure to request yo u r
f ree copy of the booklet The Gospel of the Kingdom.)

The millennial kingdom and beyond
C h rist will usher in a literal kingdom, the Kingdom of God, on eart h .

But this is not the end of the story. Notice Reve l ation 11:15: “ Then the
s eventh angel sounded:And there we re loud voices in heave n , s ay i n g,
‘ The kingdoms of this wo rld have become the kingdoms of our Lord
and of His Chri s t , and He shall reign fo rever and eve r ! ’”
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way rather than Sat a n ’s. In the book of Reve l ation John descri b e s
another incre d i ble sequence of events after the 1,000-year reign of
C h ri s t : “ Then I saw a new heaven and a new eart h , for the firs t
h e aven and the first earth had passed away ” ( R eve l ation 21:1, N I V ) .

In this new wo rld “the dwelling of God is with men, and he will
l ive with them. Th ey will be his people, and God himself will be with
them and be their God” ( ve rse 3, NIV). Sat a n ’s rule as “ god of this
wo rl d ” (2 Corinthians 4:4, KJV) will be but a vanishing memory.

R eve l ation 21:4 tells us wh at the wo rld will be like when Sat a n ’s
i n fluence is no more : “[God] will wipe eve ry tear from their eye s .
Th e re will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the
old order of things has passed away ” ( N I V ) .

Is there re a l ly a devil? Yes. A b s o l u t e ly. But God assures us the
time is coming when Satan and his wo rks—the physical suffe ri n g,
m i s e ry, mental anguish and mourning he brings—will be no more.
M ay you have the wisdom, s t rength and love for truth to resist his
d e c eption and be there to see that day !
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S a t a n ’s final ro l e
But the Bible reveals that Satan plays one final role after Chri s t ’s

re t u rn and the establishment of the Kingdom of God. Earlier we re a d
t h at Satan will be bound “so that he should deceive the nations no more
till the thousand ye a rs we re fin i s h e d ” ( R eve l ation 20:3). But, t h e n ,
“after these things he must be released for a little wh i l e ” (same ve rs e ) .

D u ring the Millennium many will be born who will not be ex p o s e d
to Sat a n ’s influ e n c e. God’s way will be the only way they will have
ever known. Yet the Scri p t u res reveal that God tests people to see if
their obedience is from the heart (Deutero n o my 8:2; Reve l ation 2:10).
One way He does this is to allow them to choose between good and
evil (Deutero n o my 30:19). The book of Reve l ation describes one
s u ch way this will happen at the end of the Millennium.

Notice how it will occur: “ When the thousand ye a rs are ove r,
S atan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the
n ations in the four corn e rs of the eart h — G og and Magog—to gat h e r
them for bat t l e. In number they are like the sand on the seashore.
Th ey marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the
camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down fro m
h e aven and devo u red them” ( R eve l ation 20:7-9, N I V ) .

God does not reveal whether this is the only test He will give dur-
ing the Millennium to sep a rate those who sincere ly want to obey and
fo l l ow Him from those who don’t. But it will cert a i n ly be the fin a l
and most significant test. It will be a vital part of the judgment
p ro c e s s , to determine once and for all wh e re any root of the dev i l ’s
attitudes and thinking remain on earth. Here, at the end of the Mil-
l e n n i u m , those who have chosen to fo l l ow Satan will be gat h e re d
t ogether at once and destroye d. No longer will humans have the
o p p o rtunity to choose sat a n i c, evil way s .

Then comes the time for Sat a n ’s permanent constra i n t : “And the
D evil who deceived them was cast into the Lake of Fi re and Bri m-
s t o n e, wh e re the beast and the false prophet we re. And he will be tor-
mented day and night fo rever and eve r ” ( ve rse 10, MKJV). He will
n ever again be allowed to deceive anyo n e.

Tr a n s f o rmed heaven and eart h
In the end there will be only God and those who have chosen His
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