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I n t ro d u c t i o n

s u ggesting that it is a necessary step for eternal life would seem pre-
p o s t e rous. Others simply don’t know wh at to make of it.

But wh at about you? Do you know wh at the Bible reveals on this
vital subject? 

Notice what Christ Himself has to say: “No one can come to Me
unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up
at the last day” (John 6:44, New King James Version throughout
unless noted). 

C l e a rly, coming to God is a process that He start s , and we mu s t
choose to accept or reject His way when offe re d. If we accep t , we
h ave a definite process to fo l l ow. On the Day of Pe n t e c o s t , Pe t e r
i n s t ructed those assembled to repent and be bap t i zed for the fo rgive-
ness of their sins (Acts 2:38). Then God gave them His Holy Spiri t ,
wh i ch He will also give us if we fo l l ow these same step s , e n abling us
to live the new life to wh i ch we have been called. 

B aptism rep resents the most significant commitment a human
being can make in this life. Though a simple cere m o ny, b aptism pow-
e r f u l ly ack n ow l e d ges pro found ch a n ges in one’s heart and mind. It
s y m b o l i zes fully yielding to Jesus Christ as our Lord and Sav i o r. 

God earn e s t ly desires that we take this path. Th rough the ap o s t l e
Pe t e r, God tells us He “is not slack concerning His pro m i s e, as some
count slack n e s s , but is longsuffe ring towa rd us, not willing that any
should perish but that all should come to re p e n t a n c e ” (2 Peter 3:9).
A c c epting His offer allows us to become His ch i l d ren. In John 1:12,
we re a d, “As many as re c e ived Him, to them He gave the right to
become ch i l d ren of God . . .”

B ap t i s m , as explained in your Bibl e, is mu ch more than a means to
join a ch u rch or just a re l i gious cere m o ny for infants. It rep resents a
m at u re decision, made only after careful deliberation. Jesus Chri s t
cautioned anyone who would fo l l ow Him to “count the cost” b e fo re
c o m m i t t i n g. (See Luke 14:27-33.) Baptism is an act symbolizing the
m agnitude of that commitment—and a major step on the narrow ro a d
t h at leads to your eternal life.
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I n t ro d u c t i o n
“ . . . B road is the road that leads to destru c t i o n . . . a n d
n a rrow the road that leads to life, and only a few fin d
it” (Matthew 7:13, 14, New International Ve r s i o n ) .

Do you believe in many roads to salvation? 

Although most ch u rches have fo rmal pro c e d u res for admitting
b e l i eve rs into their gro u p , their practices differ gre at ly. Each seems to
t a ke a diffe rent ro a d. Even their baptismal ceremonies are diffe re n t .
Some sprinkle or pour. Others fully immerse believe rs in a stream or
l a ke. Some groups bap t i ze bab i e s , while others do not. Still others
b e l i eve there is no need for baptism at all. Most claim to obtain their
a u t h o rity from the Bibl e, yet they are widely dive rse in their pra c t i c e s .
Is there biblical authority for such widely dive rgent beliefs and cus-
toms? And does it re a l ly mat t e r, to you or to God?

When you think about establishing a re l ationship with God, wh at
comes to your mind? Do you envision attending a rev ival meeting or
fo l l owing a televa n gelist? How about prayer meetings or ch u rch -
s p o n s o red bingo games? Pe r h aps your only contact with re l i gion has
been hard-sell door-to-door eva n gelism or stre e t - c o rner pre a ch e rs. 

With so many va rying and contra d i c t o ry ap p ro a ch e s , it isn’t sur-
p rising that some people have become cynical of re l i gion altoge t h e r.
To some, the idea that one can live fo rever sure ly must be one of
those too-go o d - t o - b e - t rue notions. To the hard - c o re cy n i c, b ap t i s m
m ay sound like just an empty re l i gious term or quaint custom, a n d
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Repentance: Your First Step

But wh at does it mean to “ repent”? Definitions of rep e n t a n c e
i n cl u d e : a turning with sorrow from a past course of action; the ch a n g-
ing of one’s mind for the better; regret or contrition; sorrow for sin with
s e l f - c o n d e m n ation; ab h o rrence of past sins; complete turning from sin. 

The Bible describes repentance as a pro found re a l i z ation of our
sins and resulting sorrow that leads us to ch a n ge our thoughts and
actions. “ For go d ly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvat i o n ,
not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the wo rld produces deat h ”
(2 Corinthians 7:10). Godly sorrow allows us to see how totally cor-
rupt we are as humans and causes us to place our hope in God. It leads
to a deep , l i fe - a l t e ring commitment. Wo rl d ly sorrow, by contra s t , i s
s h a l l ow and superfic i a l , p roducing no real and permanent ch a n ge.

At its core, repentance is ch a n ge. It is turning from our prev i o u s
way of life to serve God. Pe t e r, in his sermon quoted ab ove, d e s c ri b e d
repentance as a personal ex p ression of deep and heart felt surrender to
G o d, the result of re c ognizing and ack n ow l e d ging wh at Je s u s , as our
p e rsonal Sav i o r, did to reconcile us to God the Father (Romans 5:8-
10; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20). Repentance unites us with God the Fat h e r
and Jesus Christ in an ex t ra o rd i n a ry re l ationship. 

The miracle of re p e n t a n c e
E a rly in our re l ationship with God, we need to understand that

repentance is a mira cl e. Th rough the Bible we see the opportunity to
repent as a gift from God, p o s s i ble only when God draws us to Him.
Jesus stated plainly, “No one can come to Me, unless the Father wh o
sent Me draws him . . .” ( John 6:44).

It is impossible for anyo n e, acting alone, to completely surre n d e r
his or her will to God. Humanly we cannot comprehend the depth of
ch a n ge that God desires in our hearts and minds. We need help eve n
to understand wh at sin is. Th at ’s why God must grant us rep e n t a n c e
(Acts 11:18). In add i t i o n , we need the will—both the desire and the
choice—to repent. This willingness to rep e n t , t o o , comes from God.
“ For it is God who wo rks in you both to will and to do for His go o d
p l e a s u re ” (Philippians 2:13). 

Although God “ d e s i res all men to be save d,” He doesn’t fo rce any-
one to repent (1 Ti m o t hy 2:4). His kindness and goodness lead us to

5The Road to Eternal Life

Rep e n t a n c e :
Yo u r Fi rs t S t ep
“In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the
w i l d e rness of Judea, and saying, ‘Repent, for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand!’” (Matthew 3:1, 2).

After God calls us, repentance is the starting point in our re l a-
tionship with Him. Without rep e n t a n c e, we are cut off from God:
“ B e h o l d, the LO R D’S hand is not short e n e d, t h at it cannot save; nor
His ear heav y, t h at it cannot hear. But your iniquities have sep a rat e d
you from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from yo u , s o
t h at He will not hear” (Isaiah 59:1, 2). 

H oweve r, God wants all to repent and become His ch i l d ren 
(2 Peter 3:9; John 1:12). For this to hap p e n , God in His gre at mercy
b egins leading us to repentance (Romans 2:4). 

Notice how Peter was used by God to instruct those He was call-
i n g. In Pe t e r ’s first re c o rded sermon on the Day of Pe n t e c o s t , he said,
“ Th e re fo re let all the house of Israel know assure d ly that God has
made this Je s u s , whom you cru c i fie d, both Lord and Chri s t .” Th o s e
listening we re “cut to the heart .” Th ey implored Peter and the other
ap o s t l e s , “Men and bre t h re n , wh at shall we do?”

Peter rep l i e d, “ R epent and let eve ry one of you be bap t i zed in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall re c e ive
the gift of the Holy Spiri t ” (Acts 2:36-38).
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a re not bu rd e n s o m e ” (1 John 5:3). Sin is defined as breaking God’s
commandments and law s .

Why should we wo rry about tra n s gressing God’s laws? Because
our eternal life is at stake! Paul wa rn e d, “ The wages of sin is deat h ”
(Romans 6:23). We re a d i ly see sins such as mu rd e r, theft and adul-
t e ry. Howeve r, C h rist made it clear that we can sin by our ve ry
thoughts, not just our actions. He said that ange r, h at red and lust—
our thoughts and at t i t u d e s — v i o l ate God’s commandments aga i n s t
a d u l t e ry and mu rder just as sure ly as our physical actions (Mat t h ew
5 : 2 2 , 28; 1 John 3:15). 

We have all missed the mark. “ For all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Paul describes our nat u ra l , c a r-
nal state ap a rt from God: “ Th e re is none ri g h t e o u s , n o , not one; there
is none who understands; there is none who seeks after God . . .
Th e re is none who does go o d, n o , not one . . . Their feet are swift to
shed blood; destruction and misery are in their ways; and the way of
peace they have not known. Th e re is no fear of God befo re their
eye s ” (Romans 3:10-12, 15-18). 

Repentance is change from the inside! 
God is not hars h , even though He knows we are sinners. He does,

h oweve r, re q u i re that we surrender our will to Him. He expects us to
b ring into our lives His way of thinking and living as revealed in the
h o ly Scri p t u res. He wants us to rid ours e l ves of our fo rmer way of
thinking and living and become a “ n ew man” in thought, attitude and
ch a racter (Ephesians 4:22-24). He tells us to “be re n ewed in the spiri t
of your mind” ( ve rse 23).

These admonitions mean for us a lifetime of growth and ch a n ge,
s t a rting with the initial ch a n ge—the repentance God expects befo re
b aptism. He asks us to ch a n ge our heart and direction in life. 

“ To be carn a l ly minded is deat h ,” said Pa u l , “ but to be spiri t u a l ly
minded is life and peace” (Romans 8:6). We must be willing to let the
revealed Wo rd of God ch a n ge our thinking. Th at is wh e re real rep e n-
tance begins. Repentance is our personal choice to let God ch a n ge us
inside and out! James say s , “ D raw near to God and He will draw near
to yo u . . .” ( James 4:8).

7The Road to Eternal Life

repentance (Romans 2:4), but He doesn’t make the choice for us. Th e
decision is still ours. Those who choose to ge nu i n e ly repent soon re a l-
i ze God is active in their live s — wo rking within them to cre ate a deep
d e s i re to make wh at ever ch a n ges are necessary to please Him. Th ey
want to learn God’s will and wh at He expects of them. Th ey study
G o d ’s inspired Wo rd, the Bibl e, to better understand God’s will. Th ey
d e s i re to submit to God and live according to His instru c t i o n s .

S i n c e re study of God’s Wo rd, coupled with a strong desire to yield
to His will, soon lets us see in ours e l ves the selfish desires that domi-
n ate the behavior and reasoning of most people. We begin to re c og-
n i ze the perva s ive influence that the “ c a rnal mind,” as Paul called it,
has on our thinking and behavior (Romans 8:7). Befo re we can
rep e n t , God must convict us of sin (John 16:8), helping us to re a l i ze
h ow far away we are from God’s ways. We must re c og n i ze the sin
within us and comprehend our deep - rooted hostility to God.

To re c og n i ze sin in ours e l ves is an enormous step. The first step in
ch a n ging a bad habit or avoiding a wrong act is to re c og n i ze the pro b-
lem and admit that it exists. We must be willing to admit our fa u l t s
and ack n ow l e d ge our guilt. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to fo rgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unri g h t e o u s n e s s .
If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His wo rd
is not in us” (1 John 1:9, 1 0 ) .

What is sin?
In today ’s wo rl d, sin is not a popular subject. As a society we

s e a rch for ways to ab s o l ve ours e l ves of responsibility for our actions.
We hear ex p e rts say, “He was abused as a ch i l d, t h e re fo re we cannot
hold him re s p o n s i ble for wh at he did.” We reason that , if eve ry b o dy is
doing something, it cannot be all that bad. 

But God, t h rough the Bibl e, goes right to the heart of the mat t e r,
cl e a rly defining sin for us: “ Wh o ever commits sin also commits law-
l e s s n e s s , and sin is law l e s s n e s s ” (1 John 3:4). To wh at law was Jo h n
re fe rring? He made it clear in other ve rses in this ep i s t l e. “ N ow by this
we know that we know Him, if we ke ep His commandments. He wh o
s ay s , ‘I know Him,’ and does not ke ep His commandments, is a liar,
and the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:3, 4). A n d, “ For this is the love
of God, t h at we ke ep His commandments. And His commandments
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In Matthew 19:16, Jesus was
asked what must be done to inherit
e t e rnal life. His answer: “If you
want to enter life, obey the com-
mandments” (verse 17). Jesus then
enumerated enough of the Te n
Commandments to make clear
which commandments He meant:
“ . . . ‘ You shall not murd e r,’ ‘Yo u
shall not commit adultery,’ ‘Yo u
shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear
false witness,’ ‘Honor your father
and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself’”
(verses 18, 19). 

Today some people will tell you
that keeping the commandments
was fulfilled by Christ, so we are no
longer re q u i red to keep them. Let’s
notice what Jesus has to say about
this idea. “Do not think that I came
to destroy the Law or the Prophets. 
I did not come to destroy but to
f u l fill” (Matthew 5:17). 

Some try to deny His plain, sim-
ple statement by interpreting the
verse to mean the law was not
abolished until Jesus came and ful-
filled it. They then interpret “fulfil l ”
as “bringing to an end,” “super-
seding” or some other synonym for
“abolishing.” In essence they have
Jesus saying, “I have not come to
abolish the law, but to abolish it.” 

Jesus, on the other hand, said

heaven and earth would disappear
b e f o re the smallest part of the law
would do so (verse 18). He said
the law would continue until
e v e rything is accomplished.
Because the fulfillment of many
biblical prophecies of Christ’s sec-
ond coming is yet to occur (the
p rophecies have not yet been
accomplished), we know the law
has not ceased to exist. 

The truth of the matter is that
Jesus was speaking to people who
believed in keeping all of the Te n
Commandments. He re a ff i rmed the
necessity for all who come to Him
to do likewise. In Matthew 5-7
Jesus explained how God intended
for the Ten Commandments to be
kept. By making this explanation,
He was fulfilling a prophecy about
Himself from Isaiah 42:21: “The
L o rd is well pleased for His righ-
teousness’ sake; He will magnify
the law and make it honorable.” 

The meaning of f u l fil l

The word f u l fil l in Matthew
5:17 means “fill up,” “make full,”
“ fill to the full” or “complete.”
Jesus came to magnify, or fill com-
pletely full, the meaning of God’s
l a w. Jesus’ teaching that a man
who lusts after a woman has
a l ready committed adultery in his
mind re p resented Jesus’ magnific a-

tion of all of the Ten Command-
ments. He explained the full mean-
ing of the commandments. He
showed that He expects more than
just a legalistic, letter- o f - t h e - l a w
a p p roach; He also expects a sub-
missive, yielded mind. 

Jesus further clarifies: “Whoever
t h e re f o re breaks one of the least of
these commandments, and teaches
men so, shall be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever
does and teaches them, he shall be
called great in the kingdom of
heaven” (verse 19).

C l e a r l y, f u l fil l does not mean
“ a b o l i s h . ”
Did Paul change 
Jesus Christ’s teachings?

Another common misunder-
standing is that Paul introduced a
new gospel, one that made it
u n n e c e s s a ry to follow Christ’s exam-
ple of obeying the law. But the New
Testament apostles, who were per-
sonally taught by Jesus, certainly did
not agree with this idea.

John said: “Now by this we
know that we know Him, if we
keep His commandments. He who
says, ‘I know Him,’ and does not
keep His commandments, is a liar,
and the truth is not in him. But

whoever keeps His word, truly the
love of God is perfected in him. By
this we know that we are in Him.
He who says he abides in Him
ought himself also to walk just as
He walked” (1 John 2:3-6). 

Paul himself refuted this erro-
neous idea, saying, “Imitate me,
just as I also imitate Christ” (1 Cor-
inthians 11:1). Far from condemn-
ing the law, Paul said, “The law is
h o l y, and the commandment holy
and just and good” (Romans 7:12)
and, “I delight in the law of God”
(Romans 7:22).

We must avoid reading our
own ideas into the Bible. Our
Savior warned against trusting our
own ideas instead of the laws of
God: “‘. . . This people honors
Me with their lips, but their heart
is far from Me. And in vain they
worship Me, teaching as doctrines
the commandments of men.’ For
laying aside the commandment of
God, you hold the tradition of
men . . . All too well you reject
the commandment of God that
you may keep your tradition”
(Mark 7:6-9).

We, too, must be sure we fol-
low Christ’s example instead of our
own ideas.

Follow Jesus Christ’s Example
of Commandment Keeping

“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the
P rophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For
a s s u re d l y, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away,
one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the
law till all is fulfilled” (Matthew 5:17, 18).



Repentance: Your First Step

Some simply had no comprehension of rep e n t a n c e. John admonished
t h e m : “ B rood of vipers! Who wa rned you to flee from the wrath to
come? Th e re fo re bear fruits wo rt hy of rep e n t a n c e . . .” ( L u ke 3:7, 8). 

Jo h n ’s refusal to bap t i ze eve ryone astonished them. Just wh at we re
these fruits he demanded? Wh at did he expect? Th ey asked him,
“ Wh at shall we do then?” ( ve rse 10).

Jo h n ’s answer is one of the most penetrating and revealing descri p-
tions of true repentance in the Bibl e. He showed that real rep e n t a n c e
p roduces fru i t : ge nuine results from a ch a n ge of heart. John did not
p rovide a dictionary definition of the wo rds re p e n t a n c e and f ru i t s .
Instead he gave examples of how people need to ch a n ge to be tru ly
repentant befo re God.

“He answe red and said to them, ‘He who has two tunics, let him give
to him who has none; and he who has fo o d, let him do likew i s e.’Th e n
the tax collectors also came to be bap t i ze d, and said to him, ‘ Te a ch e r,
wh at shall we do?’And he said to them, ‘Collect no more than wh at is
appointed for yo u .’ L i kewise the soldiers asked him, s ay i n g, ‘And wh at
shall we do?’ So he said to them, ‘Do not intimidate anyone or accuse
fa l s e ly, and be content with your wage s’” ( L u ke 3:11-14).

It was common for the tax collectors to ch a rge more for taxes than
was provided for by law, gre e d i ly pocketing the diffe re n c e. Soldiers
augmented their income by ex t o rt i o n , i n t i m i d ating and abusing the
ve ry people they we re supposed to protect. Because these public ser-
vants failed to re c og n i ze their own fa i l i n g s , John chose examples that
hit home to them, asking for evidence of repentance from the heart .
He demanded personal sacri fic e, given willingly, t h at showed ge nu i n e
c o n c e rn for others. He told them to look inside themselves and ex a m-
ine the motives driving their attitudes and actions.

The specific fruit John called on these people to produce was a ch a n ge
in their outwa rd behav i o r. Howeve r, he chose examples from their behav-
ior that typify the self-centere d, s e l f - s e rving nat u re in all of us.

Jesus makes it clear that the ch a n ges needed most come from the
h e a rt , f rom our thoughts. He said, “‘ Wh at comes out of a man, t h at
d e files a man. For from within, out of the heart of men, p roceed ev i l
thoughts . . .’” ( M a rk 7:20, 21). He then listed ways these inwa rd
attitudes show themselve s : “A d u l t e ri e s , fo rn i c at i o n s , mu rd e rs , t h e f t s ,
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G o d ’s mercy is so gre at that He will fo rgive us, p rovided that we fo r-
s a ke both our way (our wrong behavior) and our thoughts. “Let the
w i cked fo rs a ke his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him
re t u rn to the LO R D, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, fo r
He will abu n d a n t ly pardon. ‘ For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways My way s ,’ s ays the LO R D” (Isaiah 55:7, 8 ) .

L e a rn to think like God
If ch a n ge ori gi n ates from the inside, with our thoughts, right behav-

ior will fo l l ow. Godly behavior is only the fruit of righteous conv i c-
t i o n s , d e s i re s , emotions and attitudes—the result of our thoughts.

But how can we learn to think like God? How can we ch a n ge our
thoughts? God reveals His thoughts and mind through His Wo rd, t h e
B i bl e. It contains His va l u e s , s t a n d a rds and principles. We learn to
think like God by reading and studying the Bibl e.

P roverbs 2:1-5 ex p resses it cl e a rly : “My son, if you re c e ive my
wo rd s , and tre a s u re my commands within yo u , so that you incl i n e
your ear to wisdom, and ap p ly your heart to understanding; ye s , i f
you cry out for discern m e n t , and lift up your voice for unders t a n d-
i n g, if you seek her as silve r, and search for her as for hidden tre a-
s u res; then you will understand the fear of the LO R D, and find the
k n ow l e d ge of God.”

Jesus confirmed the importance of God’s Wo rd as our guide to
l i fe. He said, “It is wri t t e n : ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
eve ry wo rd that proceeds from the mouth of God’” ( M at t h ew 4:4).
One with a tru ly repentant attitude will search God’s Wo rd 
for instruction on how to live.

F ruits of re p e n t a n c e
R epentance was an integral part of the message of John the

B ap t i s t , who “ went into all the region around the Jo rd a n , p re a ching 
a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins” ( L u ke 3:3). Notice
t h at his message connected bap t i s m , repentance and the re m i s s i o n
( fo rgiveness) of sin. One cannot pro p e rly discuss one of these topics
without discussing the other two .

John was popular among the people of his day. Crowds fo l l owe d
h i m , asking him for baptism. But not all we re welcomed by Jo h n .

1 0



Repentance: Your First Step 1 3The Road to Eternal Life1 2

Like John, Jesus Christ said we
must bear fruit. “He who abides in
Me, and I in him, bears much fruit 
. . . By this My Father is glorifie d ,
that you bear much fruit; so you
will be My disciples” (John 15:5, 8). 

Some are confused because Jesus
clearly expects us to produce fru i t .
They interpret this to mean that we
somehow earn our salvation.
E a rning our salvation, of course, is
impossible. Salvation is a free, unde-
s e rved gift from God. We could not
e a rn salvation in a hundred lifetimes
of perf o rming good deeds.

We are not saved by our works.
Only the sacrifice of Christ’s shed
blood can cleanse us from our sins.
Our thoughts cannot accomplish
this, nor can any other actions we
can take. Because Christ is alive
and actively involved in convert i n g
us, we will be saved by His life.

Paul made this clear: “But God
demonstrates His own love toward
us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. Much more then,
having now been justified by His
blood, we shall be saved from wrath
t h rough Him. For if when we were
enemies we were reconciled to God
t h rough the death of His Son, much
m o re, having been reconciled, we
shall be saved by His life” (Romans
5:8-10 ). Christ living in us enables us
to do good works (Galatians 2:20).

Grace, works and obedience are

c o m p l e m e n t a ry rather than contra-
d i c t o ry terms. The word g r a c e
comes from a Greek word that
means “gift” or “favor.” Salvation,
or eternal life, is a gift we re c e i v e
by grace (Romans 6:23; Ephesians
2:8, 9). No amount of works or
e ff o rt on our part could ever earn
us eternal life. However, eternal life
is not free. Christ paid for it with
His life so we could receive the gift
of salvation (Acts 20:28).

Conditions for eternal life

But there are conditions. The fir s t
is that we repent. Repentance earn s
us nothing; we deserve no favors
because we repent. But re p e n t a n c e
is re q u i red. Why? Repentance is a
condition for forgiveness (Acts 2:38).
God simply will not forgive those
who willingly continue in sin. Paul
w rote: “What shall we say then?
Shall we continue in sin that grace
may abound? Certainly not! How
shall we who died to sin live any
longer in it?” (Romans 6:1, 2).

We must change the dire c t i o n
of our lives as a pre requisite for
receiving God’s gift of salvation.
That is what both Christ and the
apostles taught. Paul “declared . . .
[we] should repent, turn to God,
and do works befitting re p e n-
tance” (Acts 26:20). Works demon-
strate our repentance to God, but
they will never earn us the right to
demand anything from God so we

could boast that we deserve etern a l
life. That can never be. 

God expects us to include good
works in our lives to demonstrate
repentance and the love and faith
of God in us. James explicitly states
that “faith without works is dead”
(James 2:20, 26), and Paul makes it
plain that God saves us by grace
t h rough faith for the very purpose
of producing good works, even
though those good works cannot
e a rn our salvation.

“For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God,
not of works, lest anyone should
boast. For we are His workman-
ship, c reated in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God pre p a re d
b e f o rehand that we should walk in
them” (Ephesians 2:8-10). Why
should this be so difficult for peo-
ple to believe and accept? It is sim-
ply walking in Christ’s footsteps,
following His example (1 John 2:6). 
Purpose of good works

What is the purpose of good
works? Jesus said, “Let your light
so shine before men, that they may
see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven” (Matthew
5:16). Though works do not earn
us eternal life, they do glorify, or
h o n o r, God, and God re q u i res that
we honor Him by the way we live.
People who refuse to include works
in their lives are, whether they re a l-
ize it or not, dishonoring God.
“They profess to know God, but in

works they deny Him, being abom-
inable, disobedient, and disqualifie d
for every good work” (Titus 1:16). 

Do works ever earn us anything?
Revelation 20:12 says the dead are
going to be judged “according to
their works.” In John 14:2, 3, we
find Jesus explaining that He would
“ p re p a re a place” for His followers.
In the coming Kingdom of God
t h e re will be various positions of
authority and rulership that God will
grant to those who overcome (Reve-
lation 2:26, 3:21). The re s u rre c t e d
saints will rule with Jesus Christ in
His Kingdom (Revelation 20:4, 6).
T h rough submission to God, allow-
ing His Spirit to lead us, and living a
life of good works, we build righ-
teous, godly character that will
enable us to rule with Jesus Christ.

Though our works will not earn
us salvation, they will determ i n e
our re w a rd in His Kingdom. Jesus
explained this in His parable of the
talents (Matthew 25:20-29). Our
L o rd also made this clear in Reve-
lation 22:12 when He said, “I am
coming quickly, and My re w a rd is
with Me, to give to every one
a c c o rding to his work.” 

In verse 14 John further says,
“Blessed are those who do His
commandments, that they may
have the right to the tree of life
and may enter through the gates
into the city.” Through God’s grace,
the gift of eternal life is given to
those who demonstrate their faith
in God by their obedience.

Grace, Works and Obedience



Water Baptism and Laying On of Hands

Wat e r B ap t i s m a n d
Lay i n g O n o f H a n d s
“But when they believed Philip as he preached the
good news of the kingdom of God and the name 
of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and
women” (Acts 8:12, NIV).

After one rep e n t s , o n e ’s next step is water bap t i s m , a pri m a ry
p rinciple of Jesus Christ (Heb rews 6:1, 2). Those who wish to trave l
the road to eternal life must understand and take part in two basic
c e re m o n i e s — water baptism and laying on of hands—to re c e ive the
H o ly Spirit. 

The wo rds b a p t i z e and b a p t i s m a re derived from the Greek ve r b
b a p t i z o , meaning “to dip or immers e.” D i p means “to immerse and
then quick ly take out.” I m m e r s e means “to plunge under, so as to
c over completely.” From these defin i t i o n s , it is clear that immers i o n
is the biblical method of baptism. Baptism by immersion symbolize s
our death and bu rial. Rising out of the baptismal water symbolizes a
re s u rrection to a new life in Christ (Romans 6:3-5). 

Notice how Philip bap t i zed the Ethiopian eunu ch. The two men
had stopped by a rive r, “and both Philip and the eunu ch went dow n
into the wat e r, and he bap t i zed him.” Th ey then “came up out of the
wat e r ” (Acts 8:38, 39). Why did they both go into the water? So
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c ove t o u s n e s s , w i cke d n e s s , d e c e i t , l i c e n t i o u s n e s s , an evil eye, bl a s-
p h e my, p ri d e, foolishness. All these evil things come from within
and defile a man” ( ve rses 21-23).

To some, the ch a n ge God wants in us can appear so ove r wh e l m i n g
t h at repentance and conve rsion to God’s way of thinking seem impos-
s i bl e. And that ’s the point. Without God’s help, t h ey a re i m p o s s i bl e.
When Christ compared entering the Kingdom of God to passing a
camel through the eye of a needle, the disciples asked in amaze m e n t ,
“ Who then can be save d ? ” (See Mark 10:23-26.) Jesus rep l i e d, “ Wi t h
men it is impossibl e, but not with God; for with God all things are
p o s s i bl e ” ( ve rse 27). To tru ly rep e n t , we must learn to trust and re ly
on God more than on ours e l ve s .

In Luke 18:9-14, Jesus contrasted the attitude of an outwa rd ly
righteous Pharisee who trusted in himself for his righteousness with
the attitude of a repentant tax collector who corre c t ly perc e ived his
own spiritual inadequacy and looked to God for help to become ri g h-
teous. Jesus explained that God’s fo rgiveness (justific ation) is ex t e n d-
ed to those who humbly look to God rather than to themselves for the
p ower to repent and ch a n ge their behav i o r.

Seek God’s help
If you sincere ly desire to commit your life to God, ask Him for His

gift of rep e n t a n c e. Tell Him your intentions in praye r. Seek His help.
D o n ’t re ly on your own ability to perc e ive your sins and ch a n ge them
all by yo u rs e l f. If you have not yet developed the habit of reg u l a r
p rayer and feel aw k wa rd about pray i n g, u n d e rstand that God will
help you. Jesus pro m i s e d, “A s k , and it will be given to you; seek, a n d
you will find; knock , and it will be opened to yo u ” ( M at t h ew 7:7). If
you sincere ly want to fo l l ow His commandments and instru c t i o n
f rom the Bibl e, tell Him.

Faith in Him is the key. Heb rews 11:6 say s , “ Without faith it is
i m p o s s i ble to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that
He is, and that He is a rewa rder of those who dilige n t ly seek Him.”
Your part is to act on fa i t h , then trust God to answer your praye rs .
This is one of the most important steps in your entire life. Don’t
d e l ay! Ta ke the time now—talk to God.

L e t ’s now examine the significance of bap t i s m .
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Water Baptism and Laying On of Hands

with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spiri t , let us also wa l k
in the Spiri t .”

R e s u rrection to newness of life
B aptism not only pictures our death to sin, it also pictures our being

re s u rrected to a new life in Chri s t : “ . . . Just as Christ was raised fro m
the dead by the glory of the Fat h e r, even so we also should walk in
n ewness of life ” (Romans 6:4). Once we are bap t i zed and have hands
laid on us, God gives us His Holy Spirit as a “ d ep o s i t ” of our ultimat e
ch a n ge to spirit and eternal life (2 Corinthians 1:22, NIV). Bap t i s m ,
t h e n , is the symbolic bu rial of our old self and the beginning of a new
l i fe as an obedient servant of God. 

Paul compares our newness of life to a ch a n ge of cl o t h i n g : “ For all
you who we re bap t i zed into Christ have clothed yo u rs e l ves with
C h ri s t ” ( G a l atians 3:27, NIV). We put on, or cl o t h e, o u rs e l ves with
C h rist by replacing wrong at t i t u d e s , actions and habits with ri g h t
ones. Colossians 3:12 say s , “As God’s chosen people, h o ly and dearly
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Philip could bap t i ze the eunu ch by immersing him completely under
the wat e r. Th e n , rising from the wat e r, the eunu ch could begin a new
l i fe in Chri s t .

Jesus instructed His fo l l owe rs , “Go there fo re and make disciples of
all the nat i o n s , b aptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spiri t ” ( M at t h ew 28:19). The Greek wo rd here for “ i n ”
can also be tra n s l ated “ i n t o .” When a minister of God submerges a new
b e l i ever under the wat e r, p e r fo rming the symbolic bu rial of the “ o l d
m a n ,” he perfo rms the act in the name of, or by the authority of, Je s u s
C h rist. He also puts the person in, or into, a new re l ationship with God. 

Death and burial
B aptism symbolizes our being united with Christ in death. It pic-

t u res Chri s t ’s deat h , as well as our own symbolic death and bu ri a l .
“Do you not know that as many of us as we re bap t i zed into Chri s t
Jesus we re bap t i zed into His death? Th e re fo re we we re bu ried with
Him through baptism into deat h . . .” (Romans 6:3, 4 ) .

In God’s eyes we are “united together in the likeness of His deat h . . .
K n owing this, t h at our old man was cru c i fied with Him, t h at the body
of sin might be done away with, t h at we should no longer be slaves of
s i n ” ( ve rses 5, 6 ) .

B e fo re the mira cle of rep e n t a n c e, we are slaves of sin. Pa u l
explained to the Romans that , once we are bap t i zed into Chri s t , we are
no longer trapped in sin (Romans 6:3, 4). “Our old man was cru c i fie d
with Him, t h at the body of sin might be done away with, t h at we
should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died [through the
symbolic death of baptism] has been freed from sin” ( ve rses 6, 7). 

But we are redeemed—bought back — f rom enslavement to sin by
the sacri fice of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:18; Reve l ation 5:9). Hav i n g
been purchased by God, we now belong to Him. “ For you we re
bought at a price; there fo re glorify God in your body and in yo u r
s p i ri t , wh i ch are God’s ” (1 Corinthians 6:20).

Being conve rted from slaves of sin to slaves of ri g h t e o u s n e s s , we
no longer serve sin (Romans 6:18). Our new way of thinking is one
t h at bears the fruits of repentance (Galatians 5:22, 23). As Galat i a n s
5 : 2 4 , 25 puts it: “And those who are Chri s t ’s have cru c i fied the fle s h
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In Colossians 2:11, 12, re p e n-
tance is compared with circ u m c i-
sion. “In him [Christ] you were also
c i rcumcised, in the putting off of
the sinful nature, not with a circ u m-
cision done by the hands of men
but with the circumcision done by
Christ, having been buried with him
in baptism . . .” (NIV). The apostle
Paul also said, in Romans 2:29, that
c i rcumcision is “of the heart . ”

Physical circumcision—the surg i-
cal removal of the male foreskin, or
p repuce—demonstrated for Abra-
h a m ’s descendants that they were in
a covenant with God. Circ u m c i s i o n
of the heart serves a similar purpose.

When we change our way of think-
ing and behavior, we demonstrate
our submission to God and our New
Testament covenant with Him.

Even though Paul likened baptism
to the practice of physical circ u m c i-
sion, he did not mean that childre n
should be baptized. Jesus did bless
little children, but this was quite dif-
f e rent from baptism (Mark 10:13-
16). Unlike physical circ u m c i s i o n ,
which is best perf o rmed in infancy
(Genesis 17:12), baptism must wait
until we are mature enough to
understand repentance. The serious-
ness of baptism clearly makes it a
decision for those who are mature .

Should Children Be Baptized?



Water Baptism and Laying On of Hands

S p i rit that leads us to repentance continues to wo rk in us even more
p owe r f u l ly to help us see and ove rcome our sins and short c o m i n g s .

Because it is impossible to be ove rc o m e rs by ke eping God’s law in
its full spiritual intent on our ow n , Jesus said He would send the Holy
S p i rit to guide and help us (John 14:16-18). When we do all we
h u m a n ly can to be obedient, God gives us, t h rough His Holy Spiri t ,
the additional help we need to obey His truth and have a sound mind
re flecting go d ly love (Acts 5:32; John 16:13; 2 Ti m o t hy 1:7). 

His Spirit helps us ove rcome the weaknesses and selfish desires of
human nat u re (Romans 7:13-20). It enables us to wo rship God in
s p i rit and in truth (John 4:23, 24). It provides us comfo rt during tri a l s
and allows the mind of Christ to wo rk in us (Philippians 2:5).
Th rough it God inspires and leads us, and makes us His ve ry ow n
ch i l d ren (Romans 8:13, 14; 1 Corinthians 2:10, 1 1 ) .

O ve rcoming our habitual sins and selfish nat u re does not hap p e n
i n s t a n t ly. It is a lifelong pro c e s s , often involving gre at effo rt. Th e
apostle Pa u l , m o re than 20 ye a rs after his miraculous conve rs i o n ,
d e s c ribed his continuing stru ggle to ove rcome the evil desires within
h i m s e l f. Those selfish pulls we re so strong that he called them anoth-
er “ l aw ” wo rking within himself: “I know that nothing good lives in
m e, t h at is, in my sinful nat u re. For I have the desire to do wh at is
go o d, but I cannot carry it out. For wh at I do is not the good I want to
do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I ke ep on doing . . . So I
find this law at wo rk : When I want to do go o d, evil is right there with
m e. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another
l aw at wo rk in the members of my body, waging war against the law
of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at wo rk with-
in my members ” (Romans 7:18, 1 9 , 2 1 - 2 3 , NIV). 

But Paul also noted that , with the help of God’s Spiri t , t h at sinful
n at u re can be subdued: “ For if you live according to the flesh you will
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, yo u
will live ” (Romans 8:13). 

Some mistake n ly believe that , once a person is bap t i ze d, God take s
over and does eve ry t h i n g. This is a misleading and dange rous concep t .
God expects us to resist sin and strive to make His Spirit an active part
of our daily lives. In 2 Ti m o t hy 1:6, Paul urged Ti m o t hy to “stir up the
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l ove d, clothe yo u rs e l ves with compassion, k i n d n e s s , h u m i l i t y, ge n t l e-
ness and pat i e n c e ” ( N I V ) .

Our new life starts us down the road that ultimat e ly leads to etern a l
l i fe and our entrance into the Kingdom of God at the re s u rre c t i o n ,
when Jesus Christ re t u rns to this earth. “ For if we have been united
t ogether in the likeness of His deat h , c e rt a i n ly we also shall be in the
l i keness of His re s u rre c t i o n ” (Romans 6:5). 

Notice that our re s u rrection shall be in the f u t u re, at wh i ch time we
will be ch a n ged into spirit (1 Corinthians 15:51, 52). Even though we
m ay not comprehend wh at it means to be ch a n ged into spiri t , we can re ly
on Jo h n ’s wo rds in 1 John 3:2: “ B e l ove d, n ow we are ch i l d ren of God;
and it has not yet been revealed wh at we shall be, but we know that wh e n
He is reve a l e d, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”

Laying on of hands
The next step on our road to eternal life is the re c e iving of God’s

H o ly Spiri t , wh i ch comes through “ l aying on of hands,” as descri b e d
in Heb rews 6:2. From the Scri p t u re s , we find that water baptism is
fo l l owed by the cere m o ny of laying on of hands, at wh i ch time we
re c e ive the Holy Spirit. Acts 19:6 say s , “And when Paul had laid
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them . . .”

Acts 8:12 shows that “both men and wo m e n ” in Samaria under-
s t o o d, repented and we re bap t i ze d. Howeve r, the Holy Spirit was not
given until Peter and John prayed and laid their hands upon them.
Ve rses 15-17 say : “ When they arrive d, t h ey [Peter and John] praye d
for them that they might re c e ive the Holy Spiri t , because the Holy
S p i rit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been bap-
t i zed into the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John p l a c e d
their hands on them, and they re c e ived the Holy Spiri t ” ( N I V ) .

We see that the Holy Spirit is given to us by the prayer of and
laying on of hands by God’s ordained ministers, serving as His rep-
resentatives. 

Why we need the Holy Spirit
Wh at is the role of God’s Spirit in our lives? On our ow n , we may

s t rive, s t ru ggle and pray earn e s t ly for victory over a sinful hab i t , bu t
still come up short. After baptism and the laying on of hands, the same
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producing right fruits in our lives. Galatians 5:22, 23 lists the fruits
of God’s Spirit—love, joy, peace, kindness, gentleness and self-
control, among others—that become increasingly evident in us as
we grow spiritually.

P roducing the fruit of righteousness is important. It is also impor-
tant for us to understand that the credit for that fruit goes to God. Pa u l
ex p ressed to the Philippians his desire to be accep t able to God by
“not having my own ri g h t e o u s n e s s , wh i ch is from the law, but that
wh i ch is through faith in Chri s t , the righteousness wh i ch is from God
by fa i t h ” (Philippians 3:9). Notice that Paul trusted God to pro d u c e
righteousness in him, k n owing “it is God who wo rks in you both to
will and to do for His good pleasure ” (Philippians 2:13). 

When God calls us to be His ch i l d re n , He initiates a ch a n ge in us
f rom our fo rm e rly pro u d, s e l fis h , disobedient ways. He tra n s fo rms us
by the re n ew i n g, or ch a n gi n g, of our mind. Paul told the Romans,
“Do not be confo rmed to this wo rl d, but be tra n s fo rmed by the
re n ewing of your mind, t h at you may prove wh at is that good and
a c c ep t able and perfect will of God” (Romans 12:2). Paul ex p l a i n e d
t h at this tra n s fo rm ation is not instantaneous. It re q u i res ongo i n g
ch a n ges in our thinking and outlook that perm a n e n t ly affect the way
we live. We become “a living sacri fic e, h o ly, a c c ep t able to God,
wh i ch is your re a s o n able serv i c e ” ( ve rse 1). 

Paul also admonished, “Let this mind be in you wh i ch was also in
C h rist Je s u s ” (Philippians 2:5). He described both the attitude and
b e h avior that would be evident in the conve rted mind: “ F u l fill my joy
by being like - m i n d e d, h aving the same love, being of one accord, o f
one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own intere s t s , but also fo r
the interests of others ” ( ve rses 2-4). Having the mind of Christ is
wh at makes the mira cle of tra n s fo rm ation possibl e.

The symbolic meaning of baptism is pro fo u n d. It rep resents both
fo rgiveness of sins and a newness of life in Christ. It should ch a n ge
our lives fo reve r. Howeve r, these blessings have come at a gre at pri c e.
Jesus Christ sacri ficed His own life so we may gain ours through the
fo rgiveness of our sins.

gift of God [the Holy Spirit] wh i ch is in you through the laying on of
my hands,” s h owing that we have a personal responsibility in our sal-
vation. Ti m o t hy needed to “stir up” G o d ’s Spirit—not just sit back
and let God take ove r. Paul re s t at e d, in Philippians 2:12, t h at we mu s t
wo rk out our own salvation with fear and tre m bl i n g.

The miracle of transform a t i o n
God’s Spirit working within us helps us change and begin 

Water Baptism and Laying On of Hands 2 1The Road to Eternal Life2 0

John the Baptist proclaimed that
the Messiah would come and baptize
“with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Mat-
thew 3:11). Some believe they need
to receive this baptism of fire. To
understand what John was saying,
l e t ’s take a closer look at this passage.
In verse 8 John demanded evidence
f rom the Pharisees and Sadducees of
their repentance from sin, making
use of two metaphors to drive home
his point. First, he noted that, when a
t ree does not bear good fruit, it is cut
down at the roots and burned up
(verse 10). Jesus repeated this princi-
ple in Matthew 7:19.

J o h n ’s second metaphor was of
winnowing wheat. Wi n n o w i n g
means separating the wheat fro m
the husks, stalks and chaff. John this
time was picturing how Jesus will
deal with people who bear no fru i t .
“His winnowing fan is in His hand,
and He will thoroughly purge His
t h reshing flo o r, and gather His
wheat into the barn; but He will

b u rn up the chaff with unquench-
able fire” (Matthew 3:12). 

Both examples show the major
theme of the Bible, that God wants
us to become like Christ and pro d u c e
f ruit! For this, Jesus promises us eter-
nal life, which is the message of the
gospel. Those refusing to repent and
change their way of thinking will be
consumed by fire (Malachi 4:1). 

Speaking of attitudes of sin, Jesus
p roclaims: “But the coward l y, unbe-
lieving, abominable, murd e rers, sexu-
ally immoral, sorc e rers, idolaters, and
all liars shall have their part in the
lake which burns with fire and brim-
stone, which is the second death”
(Revelation 21:8). Revelation 20:15
adds, “And anyone not found writ-
ten in the Book of Life was cast into
the lake of fire . ”

This lake of fire is the second
death, the baptism of fire, for the
u n repentant, and is certainly not
something that we should desire to
e x p e r i e n c e .

Should We Want 
to Be Baptized With Fire ?



F o rgiveness of Sin

of God (1 Corinthians 6:9). He then explained how we are cl e a n s e d
and made right with God: “And such we re some of you. But yo u
we re wa s h e d, but you we re sanctifie d, but you we re justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” ( ve rse 11).
Jesus Christ cleanses the ch u rch “with the washing of water by the
wo rd ” (Ephesians 5:26). 

This washing away of the accumu l ated filth of our sins is symbol-
i zed by baptism. Befo re Paul was bap t i ze d, Ananias said, “ Why are
you waiting? A rise and be bap t i ze d, and wash away your sins, c a l l i n g
on the name of the Lord ” (Acts 22:16). By plunging our entire body
under wat e r, we are symbolically cleansed thro u g h o u t .

The water is only a symbol. In re a l i t y, the cleansing and re c o n c i l i a-
tion to God are by the blood of Jesus Chri s t , our Savior (Romans 5:8-
10; Acts 20:28). Without His sacri fic e, our sins cannot be washed away. 

Leaving guilt behind
Fo rt u n at e ly, God does not ke ep a score c a rd with good deeds on

one side and bad ones on the other. Our slate is wiped clean of eve ry
sin if we confess and repent of our sins and ask for His fo rgive n e s s .
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to fo rgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unri g h t e o u s n e s s ” (1 John 1: 9). No go o d
d e e d s , no physical effo rt of our ow n , can ever rep ay God for the pre-
cious gifts of fo rgiveness and the cleansing of our guilt. 

It is normal for us to feel guilty when we sin, and the pain of penal-
ties for past mistakes often linge rs. Guilt, h oweve r, need not remain as
d eb i l i t ating baggage dragging us down. Guilt can spawn needless fe e l-
ings of infe ri o rity and bitterness. After we rep e n t , God totally fo rgive s
our sins, and there remains no reason to feel guilty unless we sin
again. Even then, we should immediat e ly rep e n t , ask God to fo rgive
us and put the guilt behind us. God, in His infinite mercy, ap p l i e s
C h ri s t ’s sacri fice to cover and re m ove our sin and guilt. 

Being confident of God’s fo rgive n e s s , we are told to “ d raw near to
God with a sincere heart in full assurance of fa i t h , h aving our heart s
s p rinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bod-
ies washed with pure wat e r ” ( H eb rews 10:22, NIV). A clear con-
science is one of the most wonderful gifts God gives His ch i l d re n .

2 3The Road to Eternal Life

Fo rgive n e s s o f S i n
“And Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized
e v e ry one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
f o rgiveness of your sins . . .’” (Acts 2:38, Revised
S t a n d a rd Ve r s i o n ) .

How are we fo rgive n , and wh e re do baptism and Jesus Christ fit
in? The Bible says God fo rgives our sins and mistakes. Th ro u g h
faith in Chri s t ’s sacri fic e, we have all of our sins and the guilt we
harbor entire ly re m ove d. We are then completely clean in God’s
sight (Acts 22:16). God is perfe c t , and He can fo rget perfe c t ly. It is
c o m fo rting to know that He not only fo rgives our sins, but totally
fo rgets them. “ For I will be merciful to their unri g h t e o u s n e s s , a n d
their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more ”
( H eb rews 8:12). 

D avid was awed by God’s complete mercy and fo rgiveness. He
w ro t e, “ For as the heavens are high ab ove the eart h , so gre at is His
m e rcy towa rd those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the we s t , s o
far has He re m oved our tra n s gressions from us” (Psalms 103:11, 12). 

Th rough the prophet Isaiah, God tells us of the fo rgiveness that
fo l l ows when we repent and turn to Him: “ Wash yo u rs e l ve s , m a ke
yo u rs e l ves clean; put away the evil of your doings from befo re My
eyes. Cease to do ev i l , l e a rn to do good . . . Though your sins are like
s c a rl e t , t h ey shall be as white as snow ” (Isaiah 1:16-18).

Paul made it clear that the unrighteous will not inherit the Kingdom
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l ived a sinless life in the fle s h , Jesus Christ became the perfect sacri-
fice for humanity’s sins. 

P e rfect love and sacrific e
The incre d i ble truth is that “God so loved the wo rld that He gave

His only begotten Son, t h at wh o ever believes in Him should not per-
ish but have eve rlasting life ” ( John 3:16). Even more amazing is that
God loved us when we we re still sinners; we we re still under the
d e ath penalty when He called us to conve rsion (Romans 5:8). 

Jesus Christ has a deep , bu rning desire to help mankind share eter-
nity with Him (Mat t h ew 23:37). Paul said we should be “ l o o k i n g
unto Je s u s , the author and finisher of our fa i t h , who for the joy that
was set befo re Him endured the cro s s , despising the shame, and has
s at down at the right hand of the throne of God” ( H eb rews 12:2).

It was anything but joyous to go through scourging and cru c i fix-
i o n , an incre d i bly brutal and tort u rous fo rm of execution. Isaiah
52:14 prophesied that Chri s t ’s ap p e a rance would be “ d i s fig u re d
b eyond that of any man and his fo rm marred beyond human like-
n e s s ” (NIV). Psalms 22:1-20 describes some of the thoughts and
feelings of anguish and pain Jesus faced when enduring His betraya l
and death. Yet He had the spiritual vision to look past His own suf-
fe ring to the joy of spending eternity with others who would ch o o s e
the road to eternal life (Heb rews 12:2).

He willingly accepted the curs e, the death penalty meant for us,
“ h aving become a curse for us (for it is wri t t e n , ‘ C u rsed is eve ryo n e
who hangs on a tre e ’ ) ” ( G a l atians 3:13).

Jesus Chri s t ’s sacri fice was so complete that no sin ever commit-
ted is too big or small for God to fo rgive (Psalms 103:3). Paul called
himself the chief of sinners , yet God used him powe r f u l ly after his
c o nve rsion (1 Ti m o t hy 1:15). Th roughout the book of Psalms, K i n g
D avid praised God’s mercy. He saw God’s mercy as endless, fil l i n g
the earth (Psalms 119:64).

S u ch examples inspire gre at hope. No matter wh at our back-
ground or past mistake s , upon true repentance and baptism God
p romises complete fo rgiveness. 

H u m a n ly devised teachings of psych o l ogy can make us feel go o d
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King David was a man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22). He wa s
not perfe c t , but he did strive to prevent sin from sep a rating him fro m
G o d. In Psalms 139:23, 2 4 , D avid praye d, “ S e a rch me, O God, a n d
k n ow my heart; try me, and know my anxieties; and see if there is
a ny wicked way in me, and lead me in the way eve rl a s t i n g.” He also
p raye d : “Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
C re ate in me a clean heart , O God, and re n ew a steadfast spirit within
m e ” (Psalms 51:9, 10). 

How is sin forg i v e n ?
Sin is the tra n s gression of God’s sacred law (1 John 3:4). Th e

penalty we all have earned for sinning is death (Romans 6:23). Th i s
c a u s e - a n d - e ffect re l ationship is absolute and automat i c. The penalty
of death must be paid. We cannot jump out of a 10-story bu i l d i n g,
f u t i l e ly trying to break the law of grav i t y, without paying a penalty
for our actions. In the same way, when we break God’s spiritual law,
the death penalty for doing so must be paid. Fo rgiveness does not
mean re m oving the penalty for our sins, but the tra n s fe rring of the
penalty from us to someone cap able of accepting and paying that
penalty in our place. The question is, who pays that penalty? 

Because all have sinned and the death penalty hangs over eve ry-
o n e, God knew that a Savior was needed to die for the sins of the
wo rl d. Notice Pe t e r ’s wo rd s : “ . . . You we re not redeemed with cor-
ru p t i ble things, l i ke silver or go l d, . . . but with the precious blood of
C h ri s t , as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. He indeed wa s
fo re o rdained befo re the fo u n d ation of the wo rl d, but was manifest in
these last times for yo u ” (1 Peter 1:18-20).

The apostle John spoke of God’s gre at love for us and the sacri fic e
of Jesus Christ that pays the penalty for our sins, making fo rgive n e s s
p o s s i bl e. “He Himself is the pro p i t i ation for our sins, and not for ours
o n ly but also for the whole wo rl d ” (1 John 2:2); and, “In this the love
of God was manifested towa rd us, t h at God has sent His only bego t-
ten Son into the wo rl d, t h at we might live through Him. In this is
l ove, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to
be the pro p i t i ation for our sins” (1 John 4:9, 1 0 ) .

Because He set a perfect example and, as the ve ry Son of God,
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S t ay i n g t h e C o u rs e
“Repent there f o re and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, so that times of re f reshing may
come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19).

Baptism and the re l ated steps we must take are only the begi n n i n g
of the road to eternal life. Befo re we arrive at our ultimate destinat i o n ,
h oweve r, t h e re are miles of road to travel. In this ch apter we take a
look at some of the aspects of our journ ey revealed by our road map ,
the Bibl e. Remember that we are traveling a narrow road (Mat t h ew
7 : 1 4 , NIV). A clear sense of purpose and direction can help us stay
the cours e. 

When we respond to God’s calling through repentance and bap t i s m ,
m a ny blessings and opportunities await us. Our minds will ch a n ge. We
will grow in wisdom, k n ow l e d ge and understanding (Proverbs 2:1-11).
We will learn to think and act as God thinks and acts.

Trials will come and sacri fices will be re q u i red (Mat t h ew 10:35-39).
These tests help us build go d ly ch a ra c t e r. Ja m e s , half brother of Je s u s
C h ri s t , s a i d : “Consider it pure joy, my bro t h e rs , wh e n ever you face tri a l s
of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith deve l o p s
p e rs eve ra n c e. Pe rs eve rance must finish its wo rk so that you may be
m at u re and complete, not lacking any t h i n g ” ( James 1:2-4, N I V ) .

Jesus Christ cautions us to count the cost of traveling this ro a d : “ Fo r
wh i ch of yo u , intending to build a towe r, does not sit down first and
count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it—lest, after he has laid
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about ours e l ves and seek to improve our self-image. None of these
human effo rt s , h oweve r, can fo rgive sin and completely re m ove the
s p i ritual penalty associated with it. Only Chri s t ’s sacri fice can perm a-
n e n t ly cleanse and fo rgive us.

B u rying the past
As God fo rgets our old sins, so should we. With our old sins now

bu ried in the grave as pictured by bap t i s m , we should not go back
and dig them up. Considering the symbolism invo l ve d, this would be
akin to grave - ro bb i n g. God is not a grave ro bb e r, and He does not
want us to be.

For some, grave - ro bbing in the fo rm of continuing to fret ab o u t
past sins may seem like rep e n t a n c e. Howeve r, God wants rep e n t a n c e,
not penance. God does not want us to throw old sins back into His
face by continuing to hang onto them. He expects us to trust Him and
His desire to completely fo rgive and fo rget. 

We need to learn from our mistake s , bu t , once we have done so,
we need to leave them bu ried in the past. We are to “ walk in new-
ness of life ” (Romans 6:4). An individual who does this, in God’s
eye s , becomes a new pers o n , someone completely fo rgiven as
though he never sinned.

It is important that we see ours e l ves this way. We must focus on
the future. Paul ex p ressed this concept in Philippians 3:13, 14 wh e n
he said, “ . . . One thing I do, fo rgetting those things wh i ch are behind
and re a ching fo r wa rd to those things wh i ch are ahead, I press towa rd
the goal for the pri ze of the upwa rd call of God in Christ Je s u s .”

N ow that we have seen how fo rgiveness is possible thro u g h
C h ri s t ’s perfect sacri fic e, we need to understand how we can stay
the cours e. In the next ch apter we will see how to stay on the ro a d
to eternal life.
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the fo u n d at i o n , and is not able to finish it, all who see it begin to mock
h i m , s ay i n g, ‘ This man began to build and was not able to fin i s h .’”
( L u ke 14:28-30). Speaking to one potential fo l l ower who wanted to
impose conditions on his commitment, Jesus said, “No one, h aving put
his hand to the plow, and looking back , is fit for the kingdom of God”
( L u ke 9:62). Jesus expects His fo l l owe rs to finish wh at they start .

Just as a small child learns to wa l k , we may be wo bbly at firs t ,
s t u m bling in this new way of life. The temptations and trials we fa c e
will sometimes cause us to stagger and fall. But remember that God
and Jesus Christ are there to comfo rt and help us each step of the
way. Our job is to ke ep trying and to become mat u re Christians. Pa u l
s a i d : “A nyone who lives on milk, being still an infa n t , is not acquaint-
ed with the teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the
m at u re, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish
good from ev i l ” ( H eb rews 5: 1 3 , 1 4 , N I V ) .

L iving God’s way must always remain our pri o ri t y. We must con-
t i nu a l ly “seek first the kingdom of God and His ri g h t e o u s n e s s ” ( M at-
t h ew 6:33). Keys that can help us remain oriented to God’s way of
l i fe include regular prayer and the study of God’s Wo rd. As alre a dy
noted in this booklet, fe l l owshipping with other believe rs can be a
t remendous encouragement in living our new lives dedicated to
G o d. In Mat t h ew 7:21 Jesus said, “Not eve ryone who says to Me,
‘ L o rd, L o rd,’ shall enter the kingdom of heave n , but he who does
the will of My Father in heave n .”

E xe rcising free will, we choose wh at we will do, but Jesus cl e a rly
expects that we do our part in remaining faithful to Him. As ex p l a i n e d
e a rl i e r, we must produce fruit in our lives that is pleasing to God.

The end of the road: the Kingdom of God
Now let’s notice a few things about the coming Kingdom of

God and eternal life, the end of our spiritual journey. We should
remember that the Kingdom of God is the heart of the gospel mes-
sage Jesus Christ taught. Mark 1:14, 15, says that “Jesus came to
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying,
‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent,
and believe in the gospel.’” When Jesus briefly came back to earth
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One is not baptized into any
sect or denomination. Rather, one
becomes a member of the spiritual
Body of Christ (1 Corinthians
12:27; Ephesians 2:19-22). 

In 1 Corinthians 12:13 we fin d
that “by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body— w h e t h e r
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or
f ree—and have all been made to
drink into one Spirit.”

This body is called the Church of
God (Acts 20:28). Membership in
this Church is granted by God
upon genuine repentance and bap-
tism and is not determined by men
or human organizations. The Gre e k
w o rd for “church” is e k k l e s i a ,
meaning “called-out ones.” Simply
put, God calls those He chooses
out of this society to be part of His
spiritual Churc h .

Jesus said His disciples, or fol-
lowers, would need to be taught
(Matthew 28:19, 20). In Ephesians
4:11-13 Paul also said, “And He
Himself gave some to be apostles,
some prophets, some evangelists,
and some pastors and teachers, for
the equipping of the saints for the
work of ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ, till we all come
to the unity of the faith and the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a
p e rfect man, to the measure of the
s t a t u re of the fullness of Christ.”

We see here that the Churc h ,

as the body of Christ, has an
obligation and responsibility to
help Christians grow spiritually,
which re q u i res working together
under the guidance of called and
faithful ministers of God. God
admonishes us to strive for unity
and recognize the need we have
for each other (1 Corinthians
12:12-25; Ephesians 4:1-3).

Finding a church, or a called-out
g roup of believers, in which we
can learn sound doctrine and fel-
lowship with people of like mind is
i m p o rtant in staying on the road to
e t e rnal life. 

H e b rews 10:24, 25 tells us,
“And let us consider one another
in order to stir up love and good
works, not forsaking the assem-
bling of ourselves together, as is
the manner of some, but exhort-
ing one another, and so much the
m o re as you see the Day
a p p ro a c h i n g . ”

We in the United Church of
God recognize the need to pro v i d e
o p p o rtunities for God’s people to
assemble and receive biblical
i n s t ruction and fellowship. Meeting
regularly with God’s people will be
a vital aid to your spiritual growth. 

I n f o rmation on how to find the
n e a rest congregation of the United
C h u rch of God can be found at the
end of this booklet. Visitors are
always welcome.

Baptized Into a Spiritual Body
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As long as we active ly seek God’s will and allow His Holy Spiri t
to wo rk in our live s , our eventual salvation is guara n t e e d. Ye s , G o d
p romises to help us eve ry step of the way, t h rough eve ry turn in the
ro a d, if we will rep e n t , h ave faith in Him for the fo rgiveness of our
s i n s , be bap t i zed and look to Him and His coming Kingdom. 

Now what?
N ow that you know wh at to do, will you act on it, or will you let

this precious calling from God go unheeded? Th rough the pro p h e t
I s a i a h , God gives us an inv i t ation and a pro m i s e : “Seek the LO R D

while He may be fo u n d, call upon Him while He is near. Let the
w i cked fo rs a ke his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let
him re t u rn to the LO R D, and He will have mercy on him; and to our
G o d, for He will abu n d a n t ly pard o n ” (Isaiah 55:6, 7). 

In 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 1 4 , Paul wri t e s , “But we ought always to
thank God for yo u , b ro t h e rs loved by the Lord, because from the
b eginning God chose you to be saved t h rough the sanctifying wo rk of
the Spirit and through belief in the truth. He called you to this
t h rough our go s p e l , t h at you might share in the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ. So then, b ro t h e rs , stand firm and hold to the teach i n g s
we passed on to yo u , whether by wo rd of mouth or by letter” ( N I V ) .

If God is calling yo u , will you respond? 

The apostle Peter also wro t e, “ Th e re fo re, my bro t h e rs , be all the
m o re eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do
these things, you will never fa l l , and you will re c e ive a ri ch we l-
come into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chri s t ”
(2 Peter 1:10, 1 1 , NIV). 

This is the only road to eternal life.
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after His resurrection, He continued to speak to His disciples about
the Kingdom of God (Acts 1:3).

Jesus Christ will re t u rn to earth and establish the Kingdom of God.
“ Then the seventh angel sounded: And there we re loud voices in
h e ave n , s ay i n g, ‘ The kingdoms of this wo rld have become the king-
doms of our Lord and of His Chri s t , and He shall reign fo rever and
eve r !’” ( R eve l ation 11:15).

The Kingdom of God will be a literal kingdom ruling over the eart h ,
replacing all human gove rnment and authori t y. “ . . . ‘ The God of heav-
en will set up a kingdom wh i ch shall never be destroyed; and the king-
dom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and con-
sume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand fo reve r’” (Daniel 2:44).

The early Christians fixed their eyes firm ly on the future Kingdom
of God. Paul said, “And the Lord will deliver me from eve ry ev i l
wo rk and pre s e rve me for His heave n ly kingdom . . .” (2 Ti m o t hy
4:18). And Acts 8:12 explains that this was a major reason for people
b e l i eving God’s truth and choosing to be bap t i ze d : “But when they
b e l i eved Philip as he pre a ched the things concerning the kingdom of
God and the name of Jesus Chri s t , both men and women we re bap-
t i ze d.” We, t o o , should “ b e l i eve in the go s p e l ” ( M a rk 1:15).

We will inherit all things
To d ay, if we remain faithful to God throughout our life t i m e s , we

will share with Christ the role of kings and priests in His coming
Kingdom (Reve l ation 1:6). We can look fo r wa rd to becoming spiri t
and living fo rever (1 Thessalonians 4:14-17; 1 Corinthians 15:50-54).
As His re s u rrected ch i l d re n , we will inherit all things from God (Mat-
t h ew 5:5; Reve l ation 21:1-7; Heb rews 2:6-8). 

E ven though it is always possibl e, in this life, for us to deny God
and lose out on salvat i o n , God speaks as if our salvation is sure. Fo r
those willing to commit their lives to Him, God offe rs this wo n d e r f u l
p e rs p e c t ive in Ephesians 1:13, 1 4 : “In Him you also tru s t e d, after yo u
h e a rd the wo rd of tru t h , the gospel of your salvation; in whom also,
h aving believe d, you we re sealed with the Holy Spirit of pro m i s e . . .
the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purch a s e d
p o s s e s s i o n , to the praise of His glory.”
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