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edrivefor security, long
for gtability and dream of
aglowing and predictable
futurefor ourselvesand our
posterity. But for mogt of usthese hopesand
desresarefar from certain to beredlized.
Our world isfilled with rgpid and often
perilous change.
We could eesily fdl victim to an acci-
dent, act of violence, debilitating disease
or natura disagter. Theturbulent winds of
economic and socid changethreaten our
financid gtability. Wars and acts of terror-
ism threaten to endanger the fabric of soci-
ety and make even more dusive the security
weseek.
Uncertainty isaway of life.

No confidence

Consider today’syouth. A lack of con-
fidenceinthefutureisamgjor cause of
anxiety among teenagers. Thousands are
convinced the good lifewill evaporate
beforethey're old enough to enjoy it. They
crave assurance and purpose. Nihilism—
the absence of confidence and hopein
anything—is epidemic. The staggering
number of teen suicidesillustratestheir
disillusionment. Some vent their anger and
frugtration by setting up an dternative
society of gangs.

But teensaren’t the only onesanxious
about their future. Adultsturn to psychics
and astrological readingsin unprecedented
numbers, attempting to peer into the
murkiness of the future. Books about the
future are best sdllers. Millions of people
long for reassurance that some kind of
light shinesat theend of thetunnel. King
Solomon’s observation, that “maniis
greatly troubled by ignorance of the
future” (Ecclesiastes 8:7, Revised English
Bible), holdstrue today.

Why isour world so uncertain? Have we
no dternative? |snothing predictable? Must
weliveinignorance of our future? Canwe
discover asourcefor information about
wherethisworld isheaded?

Indeed we can, and it tellsusagrest dedl
about wheat liesahead. We can dso know
the cause of our uncertainty and the amaz-
ing turn of eventsthat could changeit for
the better.

Where can wefind answers?
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The answers have been waiting for usall
adong. They'reinthe pagesof the Bible.

TheBibleisuniqueamong dl literature.
Though penned by many writersfrom
varied cultures over aspan of 15 centuries,
it isthe masterpiece of asingle author, the
Cregtor of theuniverse.

Bible sudentsfor centuries have mar-
veled that S0 many writers, from grikingly
dissmilar backgrounds, could maintainthe
congstent message and purpose to be found
in the pages of Scripture. No other compila-
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spokenit; | will alsobring it to pass. | have
purposed it; | will also doit” (Isaiah 46:9-
11). God not only clamsto reved the
future, He hasthe power to bring to pass
what He has predicted!

The apostle Peter advises usto pay
attention to the words of the biblical
prophets. “And so we have the prophetic
word confirmed, which you do well to
heed . . . ; knowing thisfirgt, that no
prophecy of Scriptureisof any private
interpretation, for prophecy never came

tion of writingsfrom such varied authors
could compare with the Bible's continuity
and harmony.

This consistency givesthe Bible unri-
valed digtinction among literary works.
This constancy isone of the proofs of its
divineinspiration. Asthe Bible itself
powerfully proclaims about its origin:

“ All Sriptureisgiven by inspiration
of God. . (2 Timothy 3:16, emphasis
added throughout).

Much of thisremarkable book is
prophetic. Its propheciesreved crucid
information about the future of mankind.
When weredizethet the Bibleisthe
ingpired Word of God, then we beginto
redize the Sgnificance of itsprophecies.
They arereliable because God Himsdlf
ingpired them.

What doesthe Crestor tell usabout Him-
sf andthefuture?“. . . | am God, and there
isnonelike Me, declaring the end fromthe
beginning, and from ancient timesthings
that arenot yet done. . . Indeed | have

by thewill of man, but holy men of God
spoke asthey were moved by the Holy
Spirit” (2 Peter 1:19-21).

The Prophet of prophets

A prophet is one through whom God
peaks, one appointed to revea thewill of
God to His people. One of the greatest of
these prophetswas God's own Son, Jesus
Christ: “God, who at varioustimesandin
various ways spokein time past to the
fathers by the prophets, hasin these last
days spoken to us by His Son, whom He
has gppointed heir of al things, through
whom also He made the worlds’
(Hebrews 1:1-2).

People seldom think of Jesus Chrigt asa
prophet, but aprophet Hewas (Luke 13:33;
24:19; John 6:14). His message—"“the
Gospd of the Kingdom of God” (Mark
1:14)—isfilled with prophecy. Hismessage
explainsand clarifiesthe destiny of
mankind, revealing theway God will
accomplish Hismaster plan.
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- Why is our world so uncertain? Is nothing predictable?

Must we live in ignorance of our future? Can we discover a

source for information about where this world is headed?

Therecord of Jesus Chrigt’shirth, life,
ministry and death is one of history’s most
powerful confirmations of therdliability and
accuracy of Bible prophecy.

Precise details about Jesus hirth, min-
istry and crucifixion were accurately fore-
told hundreds, even thousands, of years
before He was born. Specific eventsand cir-
cumstancesforetold centuries earlier came
to pass exactly asthe Hebrew prophetshad
predicted, providing compelling evidence
of their credibility and substantiating the
accuracy of their messages.

Could their words hold meaning for us
today? Did you know those same prophets
tell uswhat Jesus Christ has planned for the
future—your future?

You probably aready know that Jesus
promised to return to earth. That promiseis
an excdlent example of prophecy. Hedso
promised to finish thework He began & His
first coming. Throughout the Biblethelife
and mission of the Messiah, Jesus of
Nazareth, are depicted as examplesof His
devotion to thewelfare of people. Many
propheciesyet to befulfilled are directly
related to the future work and mission of
Jesus Chrigt.

A right perspective

Many peopleregard prophecy asmysti-
cd, drangeand unred, with no relevanceto
their lives. They have dmost no understand-
ing of what prophecy isal about. Others,
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having encountered grosdy ditorted inter-
pretations of Bible prophecy, havegrown
skeptical and disillusioned.

However, when properly understood,
the Bible speskswith aclear, consistent
and reliable messagethat isjust as appro-
priatefor usasit wasfor the people of
ancient Isradl.

Whether you are unsure of the value
of the Bible's prophecies or regard them
with deep respect, this booklet is meant to
help you accurately understand prophecy.
We want you to see the true scope of
prophecy—how it links mankind's past,
present and future. A knowledge of
prophecy can provide you with a balanced
perspective revealed by the Creetor.

God's promises:
foundation of prophecy

Prophecy isnot merely aseries of
unrelated predictions randomly scattered
throughout the Bible. It hasagtructure; itis
<&t on afirm foundation. To understand the
foundation, we must redlize the overal pur-
poseof the Bible, itsthemes and the threads
of itsdtories.

Oneoverdl themeisthat the Bibleis
thetale of two families. Thefirstisthe
family of Adam, the human father of all
mankind. The second isthe family of
Abraham, thefather of thosewho are
faithful to God (Romans 4:9, 11). God
regards people who become, in aspiritual

sensg, like faithful Abraham asHisown
persond family, His sonsand daughters
(2 Corinthians 6:18).

The Bible beginswith the crestion of
the universe and aworld fashioned to sup-
port Adam’s, and then al humanity’s, exis-
tence. The story of Scripturewill not be
complete until al of the descendants of
Adam receive an eternd inheritancein
refashioned heavens and earth or—if they
unequivocally refuse God'sway of loving
others asthemsdalves—eternal deathinthe
final judgment (Revelation 20:14-15).

Itisto Abraham and his descendants
that God gave the promise of an eterndl
inheritance. Only members of the family of
Adam whom God graftsinto the family, or
“seed,” of Abraham (through the sacrificed
Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth) may partake of
that eternd inheritance (Gaatians 3:29).

Between the creation of Adam and
God'sfind judgment isthe story of God's
relationship with us, Hiscregtion. The
Bible, initsaccount of Adam, explainsthe
reason for our nature. It tellsushow and
why sin, evil and suffering entered the
world and reveals God's solution to that
problem. It revedsthe purpose of our exis-
tencewhile explaining why God mede
human beings and theincredible future
Hehasin storefor them.

At the heart of God'splan for usare
many amazing promises. |n agreater
sense, God offers us one magnificent
promise, which Hefirst expressed to
Adam and Eve and amplifies and expands
throughout the Bible. God promisesHe
will make available everything we need
to establish and maintain an eterna
relationship with Him as His children—
that our salvation will dwaysbeHis
grestest concern.

In thisbooklet you will learn how
prophecy fillsin the details of God'swon-
derful plan for humanity. You will discover
the reason people suffer and the lessons
they should learn from it. You will seethat
God, who inspired prophecy, caresfor peo-
ple, that He has designed alogicd and red-
istic magter plan for solving the suffering
and dilemmasthet (as history well shows)
we cannot resolve on our awn.

You will dsolearn why thelife, work
and mission of Jesus, asthe Messiah, was
planned even before the universeitsaf was
cregted—and why His continuing efforts
arecrucid to the successof God's planand
purposefor our future.

Comewith uson ajourney to explore
and undergtand Bible prophecy.

Why Prophecy? 3



The Fu{d'amenta
Bible Prophecy

hy did God inspirethe
Biblewritersto record
prophecies? Could it be
because prophecy reveds
not only how but why God intervenesin
the affairs of man?After dl, prophecy dis-
closesmany details of God'sgreet design.
It explains God's actionsin human affairs
and how they relate to Hisrevealed plan.
Let’'sfirgt examine prophetic principles
and themes. These fundamentas serve as
keysthat unlock the enigmas of prophecy.
They makeit possiblefor usto understand
many aspectsof prophecy that otherwise
appear isolated and unrelated and how they
fit together like pieces of apuzzle.

1. The role of the Messiah

God inspired much of prophecy to relate
to thefirst and second appearances of Jesus
asthe Messiah. Prophecy explainsthe
necessity of both Hisfirst and second
comingsin God's plan for mankind.

The apostles often referred to prophe-
cies Jesus had areedy fulfilled to prove that
Hewasthe Messiah. But they also often
spoke of His second coming. Itisonly nat-
ural for usto wonder about the prophecies
that concern His second appearing—ypre-
dictionsthat could affect our own lives,
including perhaps our immediate future.

Therefore, thefirst important key to an
understanding of biblical prophecy isto
recognizethat almost all prophecy directly
relatesto theintervention in human affairs
of onekey player: Jesusthe Messiah. (The
words Messiah and Chrigt arefromthe
Hebrew and Greek, respectively. Both
mean “Anointed One.”)

Though not specifically mentionedin
every prophetic passage, the Messiahisthe
central figure of prophecy. Infact, amajor
purpose of prophecy isto revea the mis-
son of theMessiah.

Jesus madethisclear to Hisdisciples
after Hisresurrection: “Then Hesaid to
them, ‘ These arethe wordswhich | spoke
toyouwhilel wasdill with you, that all
things must be fulfilled which werewrittenin
the Law of Moses and the Prophetsand the
Psalms concerning Me’ And He opened
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their understanding, that they might compre-
hend the Scriptures’ (Luke 24:44-45).

Without knowledge of Christ'srolein
these prophecies, His disciples could not
understand them. M ost prophecies per-
taining to the future point directly or
indirectly to the mission and work of
Jesusthe Messiah.

2. Kingdom of God: focus of prophecy

The prophetic focus of Jesus Christ’s
missionistheKingdom of God. During
Hisearthly ministry “Jesustravelled about
from onetown and village to another, pro-
claiming the good news of the kingdom of
God” (Luke8:1, New International Ver-
sion). After Hisresurrection He came back
to Hisapostles and “ presented Himsdlf
dive after Hissuffering by many infalible
proofs, being seen by them during forty
daysand spesking of the things pertaining
tothekingdomof God” (Acts1:3).

TheKingdom of God—the focus of
Chrigt’smessage—isamgjor focus of
prophecy. Almost dl biblical prophecy is,
in someway, related to the setting up of His
rule and authority over human beingsinthe
litera kingdom Hewill establish on earth.

The prophet Danidl explained that “the
God of heaven will set up akingdom which
shall never be destroyed; . . . it shall bresk
in piecesand consume d| these kingdoms,
andit shal stand forever” (Daniel 2:44).

In aparable Jesus compared Himsdlf with
a“nobleman [who] went into afar country
to receive for himself akingdom and to
return” (Luke 19:12).

Inavison, Danid saw how Jesuswill
receive that world-ruling Kingdom. “I was
watching in the night visions, and behold,
Onelikethe Son of Man, coming with the
clouds of heaven! He cameto the Ancient
of Days. . . Thento Him was given domin-
ion and glory and akingdom, that dl peo-
ples, nations, and languages should serve
Him. Hisdominionisan everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away, and
Hiskingdom the onewhich shdl not be
destroyed” (Danid 7:13-14).

The apostle John tellsusthat, when the
last of seven prophetic trumpets sounds, a

4  You Can Understand Bible Prophecy

triumphant announcement will be heard:
“Thekingdoms of thisworld have become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of His
Chrigt, and He shall reign forever and
ever!” (Revelation 11:15). Jesus Christ
instructed every Chrigtianto pray: “ Your
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth
asitisinheaven” (Luke 11:2).

Thereturn of Jesus Christ to establish
the Kingdom of God will mark the begin-
ning of theend of the many life-threatening
problemsthe biblica prophets described.
Thisexciting message of hopeisadomi-
nant themein the writings of the prophets
of God.

3. God's objective:
mankind’s redemption and salvation

Another purpose of prophecy isto urge
repentance and offer everyoneforgiveness
through Jesus Christ’s suffering and desth.
Thisfocuson bringing all peopleto repen-
tance permesatesthe prophecies of the Bible.

Jesus Himsdlf said, “ Thusit iswritten,
and thusit was necessary for the Chrigt to
suffer and to rise from the dead the third
day, and that repentance and remission
of sinsshould be preached in Hisname
to all nations, beginning a Jerusdem”
(Luke 24:46-47).

Through the prophet Isaiah, God revesls
the fundamenta problem that needs solv-
ing. “ These people come near to mewith
their mouth and honour me with their lips,
but their heartsarefar fromme’ (Isaiah
29:13,NIV).

God describes people ashaving “ heart[ |
of sone’—an unyielding attitude toward
God and Hisingruction. This hardhearted-
nessleads usto lives of sdlfishness—of
greed, envy and hatred—which bring us
ever closer to the brink of destruction.

Bible prophecy, however, reveals how
God will ultimately deal with thisproblem:
“ I will giveyou a new heart and put a new
spirit withinyou; | will take the heart of
stoneout of your flesh and give you a heart
of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and
causeyoutowak in My statutes, and you
will keep My judgments and do them”
(Ezekid 36:26-27).
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Jesus Christ cautioned us not to conclude
that horrible conditions such as wars,
famines, epidemics and earthquakes are
proof that the end of this age is near.
These things will come, He said, “but the
end is not yet” (Matthew 24:6).

Prophecy explains God'splanto bring
this change of heart—otherwiseknown as
repentance and conversion—to al people
and solvetheroot problemsthat threaten to
destroy us. So far only afew have repented
and dlowed their heartsto be converted
through the power of God's Spirit. The
rest of humanity must yet be brought to
repentance and this change of heart.

To better understand prophecy, we must
redize that, dthough God inspired the his-
toricaly fulfilled and future aspects of
prophecy for the benefit of al people, most
peopl€e's hearts have not changed. Their
attitude and actionsreflect ahardened
“heart of stone” (see Ezekid 36:26 and
Romans 8:7). To understand God's deal -
ingswith humanity, we must not overlook
thisfact.

TheBiblelikens God'srelationship to
mankind to thet of afather with hischil-
dren. Children often disobey their fathers,
rebelling against them and choosing
actionsthat disgppoint and at times even
anger them. But that doesn't lessena
fether's patience, hope and lovefor his
children. Keeping this perspectivein mind
helps us understand biblica prophecies of
God, asour heavenly Fether, relating to and
interacting with usas His children.

4. Specific dates rare
Bible prophecy analyzes the past and

providesavison of thefuture (Isaiah
46:9-10). It often reveals specific events
and sequences of events. But rarely does
it reveal the exact time when events

will occur.

Itisonly naturd that we want to know
when and how prophecieswill cometo
pass. Christ’s disciples were no exception.
When He gppeared to them after Hisresur-
rection, they asked Him, “Lord, areyou at
thistime going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?” He answered, “Itisnot for youto
know thetimes or dates the Father has set
by hisown authority” (Acts 1:6-7, NIV).

The principlereflected here holdstrue
for most prophecies. God seldom revedls
the pecific times of their fulfillment.
Peopl€' sattemptsto identify specific fulfill-
ment dates for undated propheciestend to
regp aharvest of embarrassment.

We need to take Jesus at Hisword. Itis
not God's purpose that we know the exact
time of thefulfillment of most prophecies.
Hewants usto recognize the many prophe-
ciesthat have already been fulfilled. Their
fulfillment assures us God'spromises are
accurate and religble.

Chrigt’sdisciples asked on another
occasion, “. .. Whenwill thesethings be?’
(Matthew 24:3). They wanted to know how
they could recognize when Hiscoming
wasimminent, when the end of the present
world—the age under satanic sway and
influence—was near.

Jesus gave them no specific dete. But, in
subsequent verses, He cautioned them not
to conclude that such horrendous occur-
rencesaswars, famines, uncontrollable
disease epidemics and devastating earth-
quakes are specific indicators that theend
of thisageisimminent. “. . . All these
things must cometo pass,” He advised,
“but theendisnot yet” (verse6). Such
immense disasterswould be only “the
beginning of sorrows’ (verse 8).

When Hisdisciplesasked for asignto
show the approximate date of Hisreturn,
Jesusgave no such sign. Rether, He
stressed the need to “take heed’—to be
spiritualy aert and on guard—that they
should not be deceived (verse 4).

Although Jesus Christ and the gposties
madeit plain that Christians can and should
watch for indicationsthat Hisreturnisnear
(Luke 21:28-31; 1 Thessalonians 5:4-6),
nowhere doesthe Bible give adate for
Chrigt’sreturn or related events.

5. Duality in the Bible
Prophetic statements sometimes gpply

to more than one fulfillment, aprinciplewe
could call “dudlity.” A prime example of
dudlity is Chrigt’sfirst coming to atonefor
our snsand Hissecond coming to rule as
King of Kings.

Also, the Bible speaks of someone's
descendants ashis*“seed.” In some pas-
sagestheword seed implies both an indi-
vidua (the Messiah) and multiple descen-
dants (people of |sradlitish descent).

Such dua themesare common in Scrip-
ture. The gpostle Paul, for example, wrote
about “thefirst man Adam [becoming] a
living being” and “the last Adam [Jesus
Christ] [becoming] alife-giving spirit”

(1 Corinthians 15:45). Paul noted that
physica circumcision was evidence of
God's covenant with Abraham'’s offspring,
but God defined spiritua circumcision—a
converted heart—asthekey to aChrigtian’s
relationship with God (Romans 2:27-28).
Paul wrote of the spiritually circumcised—
the Church, rather than aphysical race of
people—asbeing the“Isradl of God”
(Gddtians6:16).

Jesus specificaly aluded to the dua
application of some propheciesin Matthew
17:11-12. Asked about the prophecy of
“Elijah,” who would precede the coming
of theMessiah (Maachi 4:5), Jesus
responded: “Indeed, Elijah iscoming first
and will restoredll things. But | say to you
that Elijah hascomeadready . . ” Thedisci-
ples understood that the “ Elijah” who had
come aready was John the Baptist (verse
13). But Chrigt’sclear implication isthat
another “Elijah” will precede His second
coming, announcing Hisreturn just as John
the Baptist preceded Chrigt’sfirst coming.

Another prophecy with dua gpplication
isJesus Olivet prophecy (Matthew 24,
Mark 13; Luke 21), so named because He
gaveit onthe Mount of Olives, overlooking
Jerusalem. Many conditions described in
this prophecy existed inthe daysleading
up to the Romans siege and destruction of
JerusdleminA.D. 70. But Christ makesit
clear that Smilar conditionswould prevail
shortly before Hisreturn.

Inthe Olivet prophecy, Jesus spoke of
an “abomination of desolation.” Danidl’s
prophecy about the abomination of desola-
tionwasfulfilled in 167 B.C. by Antiochus
Epiphanes, but Jesus predicted asimilar
future condition (see“ The Coming ‘Abom-
ination of Desolation, pages 22-23).

We mugt carefully examine the context
of propheciesto understand their meaning
and discern whether the prophecy seems
incomplete after itsfirgt fulfillment. Itis

The Fundamentals of Blble Prophecy 5
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equally important to avoid reading dudity
into passagesthat do not support such
interpretetion. We should take greet careto
properly discern whether dudity isafactor
inany particular prophecy.

We should also understand that virtualy
al interpretations of how prophecies may
befulfilled are specul ative to some degree,
and often we may recognize aprophecy’s
fulfillment only after it iswell under way
or dready hastaken place.

6. Cause and effect in prophecy

Another fundamentd principle applica:
bleto Bible prophecy isthe correlation of
cause and effect. The principle of causeand
effectisoftenimplicit in foretelling events.
Human natureis quite predictable, espe-
cidly to God, who made us and knows how
wethink. Therefore, God can foretell broad
trends—and resulting disasters—based on
Hisunderstanding of cause and effect.
Expressed another way, God alows people
to regp what they sow (Gdatians 6:7-8)
individualy and, many times, collectively.
He doesthisfor our long-term benefit.

"*}-'u%ﬂh T |

Many of the camitiesthat comeon
people are the consequence of their own
sinsand hodtilitiestoward each other. The
prophet Jeremiah well expressed thisprin-
ciple: “Your own wickednesswill correct
you, and your backdidingswill reprove
you” (Jeremiah 2:19). However, God
sometimes exercises control over the con-
sequences of human activitiesand conflicts
to accomplish His objectives. At timesHe
dramatically intervenesto alter the course
of higtory. Hisactions—including persond
and collective punishments—are toolsHe
usesto accomplish agreater purpose.

God spoke of the cause-and-effect prin-
cipleto Moseswhen He gave ancient | sradl
Hislaw. Heinspired Mosestowarn Isradl:
“Bewarethat you do not forget the LorD
your God by not keeping His command-
ments. . . [lest] when your heart islifted up
... you say inyour heart, ‘My power and
the might of my hand have gained methis
wedth' ... Thenit shal be, if you by any
meansforget the Lorp your God. . ., you
shall surely perish. Asthe nationswhich
the Lorp destroys before you, so you shdl
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perish, because you would not be obedient
to thevoice of the Lorp your God”
(Deuteronomy 8:11-20).

Here God told the people of Isradl that
their future would be determined by their
choices. Thiswas prophecy, but it was
prophecy predicated on peopl€'s deci-
sions. If the | sradlites chose to obey God
and acknowledge that their blessings
camefrom Him, they would receive His
blessingsand protection. But, if they for-
got God and disobeyed Him, they would
suffer the consequencesthat befall all
disobedient people.

Later, intwo of the five books of Moses,
asrevededin Leviticus 26 and Deuteron-
omy 28, God offered examples of the
blessings He bestows on people who
chooseto obey Him. Headso lists the dev-
astating consequencesthey will incur if
they disobey Him.

Takethetimeto study these two chap-
ters. If you carefully examinethem you
will greatly increase your understanding
of cause and effect inregardsto Bible
prophecies. These passagesillugtrate God's

Jesus Christ’s Life and Death in Prophecy .

any are vaguely aware that Jesus Christ's birth, life and

death were prophesied in the Hebrew Scriptures, the
Old Testament. But few are aware of the sheer number of pre-
dictions and the astonishingly precise details foretold up to
thousands of years in advance. These predictions are a power-
ful confirmation of the accuracy of Bible prophecy.

The Jewish New Testament lists 52 prophecies fulfilled in
Christ's birth, life and death as stated in 81 passages in the Old
Testament (pp. xxv-xxix). In many ways the Old Testament
pointed forward to Christ’s first and second comings. All the
Messianic Prophecies of the Bible discusses not only hundreds
of specific prophecies, but many events, people, rituals and
sacrifices recorded in the Hebrew Scriptures that foreshad-
owed the life, death, ministry and return of Jesus Christ
(Herbert Lockyer, 1973).

What were some of the prophecies Jesus fulfilled? Let's
notice a few:

¢ He would be a descendant of King David (Isaiah 11:1-5;
Matthew 1:1, 6).

¢ He would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1).

* One would precede Him who would announce His coming
(Isaiah 40:3, 5; Malachi 3:1; Matthew 3:1-3).

¢ His own people would reject Him (Isaiah 53:3; John 1:11).

¢ A friend would betray Him (Psalm 41:9; John 13:18-30).

¢ The price for His betrayal would be 30 pieces of silver
(Zechariah 11:12; Matthew 26:15).

* The 30 pieces of silver would buy a potter’s field
(Zechariah 11:13; Matthew 27:3-10).

* Wicked people would pierce His hands and feet (Psalm
22:16; Luke 23:33; 24:38-40).

* He would suffer execution but without the breaking of

any of His bones (Psalm 34:20; John 19:33-36).

¢ Others would cast lots for His garments (Psalm 22:18;
John 19:23-24).

¢ He would be buried with the wealthy (Isaiah 53:9;
Matthew 27:57-60).

¢ God would resurrect Him from the grave (Psalm 16:10;
Acts 2:30-32).

Jesus Himself could not have controlled how these prophe-
cies were fulfilled. No one can control the circumstances of His
own birth, who his ancestors are and where he is born. Nor
could He control the actions of others in betraying Him,
putting Him to death and laying His body in the unused tomb
of a wealthy man. Yet the prophets had written these remark-
able details in advance up to 1,000 years earlier. King David
predicted even details of Christ's death by crucifixion hundreds
of years before the practice of crucifixion became common as
a method of execution.

The four Gospels abound with accounts of how many
Messianic prophecies were fulfilled, but Christ’s closest fol-
lowers didn't recognize their fulfillment at the time. Only in
hindsight were they able to recognize many specific prophe-
cies recorded in the Hebrew Scriptures and how they had
been fulfilled.

Many prophecies regarding Jesus Christ are yet to be ful-
filled. The Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy lists more than
200 prophecies of the Messiah, most of which are yet to come
to pass (Barton Payne, 1996, pp. 665-670). Just as the many pre-
cise details of Christ’s birth, life, death and resurrection came
to pass exactly as foretold, so will the many prophecies that
relate to His second coming be fulfilled exactly as spelled out
in God's Word.

You Can Understand Bible Prophecy




blessingsfor obedience and punishment for
disobedience. They establish the basisfor
mogt of the later prophetic indictmentsand
punishmentsthat God pronounceson Israel
and other peoples.

The underlying principleissmple:
God ultimately, if not immediately, reacts
to people'sbehavior. People of dl nations
determine much of their own future by how
they respond to God and Hisingtruction.
King David noted thiswhen hewrote,
“The nations havefdlen into the pit they
have dug; their feet are caught in the net
they have hidden” (Psalm 9:15, NIV).

Oncewe comprehend that God's
response to people can be based on the
principle of cause and effect—blessings
for obedience and calamitiesfor disobedi-
ence—many of the misconceptionsand
mysteries about prophecy disappear. Other
aspects of prophecy become much easier
to comprehend.

7. Prophecy’s greater context

Prophecy isnot given or fulfilledina
vacuum. Prophecy providesusfar more
than asmpleligt of predictions. It ana-
lyzes attitudes and behavior—past, present
and future—and reveals God's perspective
and reactions. We cannot correctly under-
stand Bible prophecy without some
knowledge of the background of the
period and culture of the prophet who
utters any particular prophecy.

TheBiblerevedsthe origin of the
human race and itsethnic divisions (Acts
17:24-26; Deuteronomy 32:7-8). It records
theriseand fall of empiresand revedsrea
sonsfor their successes and their downfalls.
It explainstheorigin of snand itseffect on
history. Thesefactors are essential back-
ground information to coming to an under-
standing of prophecy.

Prophetic books such as Isaiah, Jere-
miah, Ezekiel and Danidl arefilled with
history that includes analysis of conditions
existing at the time they were written.
They contain ingtruction, correction, warn-
ingsand pleasfor change. They present
options, sometimesvividly explaining
potential consequences.

Prophecy cannot be separated from his-
tory. It reflects the far-reaching perspective
of theBible. An accurate biblical world-
view requires an understanding of God's
view of the history of theworld and how
Heinfluencesit.

We need to recognize that God inter-
venesin the affairs of mento fulfill His
purpose. But it isjust asimportant that we

understand His perspective. This places
prophecy inits proper context.

Prophecy out of context iseasy to misin-
terpret. Thisiswhy irrationa interpretations
of prophecy have abounded throughout
the centuries.

8. A satanic age

Another key to Bible prophecy isan
understanding of the role and effect of
Satanthe devil. Hisinfluence over the
worldisso pervasivethat Paul caled him
“thegod of thisage’ (2 Corinthians 4:4).
Anundergtanding of Satan’sinfluenceis
necessary if we are to understand prophecy.
The devil exertsapowerful influence over
human affairs.

TheBiblecontrasts “thisage’ of Satan’s
rulewith “the ageto come”’ (Matthew
12:32; Ephesians 1:21). Chrigtians must
struggle “againg the rulers and authorities
and the powers of thisworld's darkness,
againg the spiritual powersof evil inthe
heavenly world” (Ephesians6:12, New
Century Version). The past century alone
haswitnessed many evil rulersinfluenced
by the prince of darkness. The gpostle John
tellsusthat Satan “leadsthe wholeworld
adray” (Revelaion 12:9, NIV) and “the
wholeworld liesunder the sway of the
wicked one” (1 John 5:19).

Before God crested the heavensand
earth, Hemade angels. An angel of high
rank chose to become an adversary to God
and wastherefore renamed Satan, which
in Hebrew means*“ adversary.” Revelaion
12:4indicatesthat Satan (dso cdled a
dragon; verse 9) drew athird of the angdls
into rebellion. The angelswho follow him
aredemons, comprising the“ spiritual hosts
of wickedness’ of which Paul warnsus
(Ephesians 6:12).

The“ageto come” (Mark 10:30; Luke
18:30) will befree of Satan’sinfluence.
God let the apostle John seein vison “the
dragon, that ancient serpent, who isthe
Devil and Satan,” being seized and bound
for 1,000 years*“ so that he would deceive
the nations no more, until the thousand
yearswere ended” (Revelation 20:2-3,
New Revised Standard Version).

Theimprisonment of Satan beginsthe
prophesied age to come, when “theking-
domsof thisworld. . . [will] becomethe
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Chrigt”
in theKingdom of God (Revelation 11:15).

With the devil bound, the world will
experience peace under Chridt’srule. “ Of
theincrease of hisgovernment and peace
therewill beno end. Hewill reign on

David'sthrone and over hiskingdom,
edtablishing and upholding it with justice
and righteousness from that time on and
forever..” (Isiah 9:7,NIV).

9. The destiny of man

God crested man to rule over Hiscre-
ation, to supervise everything, including
every living creature. “ So God created man
in Hisown image; intheimage of God He
created him; male and female He created
them. Then God blessed them, and God
said to them, * Befruitful and multiply; fill
the earth and subdueit; have dominion over
thefish of the seg, over the birds of the air,
and over every living thing that moveson
theearth’” (Genesis 1:27-28).

Eventualy God will greatly extend that
rule.“. .. ‘What are human beingsthat you
[God] are mindful of them, or mortals, that
you carefor them?You have made them
for alittlewhilelower than theangels; you
have crowned them with glory and honor,
subjecting al things under their feet” Now
insubjecting dl thingsto them, God left
nothing outsidetheir control. Asitis, we
do not yet see everything in subjection to
them” (Hebrews 2:6-8, NRSV).

Amazing asit may seem, God desires
to place everything He has created under
our control, in harmony with Hiswill as
our Crestor. But, in our present human
state, that isimpossible. Remember,
though, that Jesus Christ wasaso a
human being. Hewas onceintheflesh
just aswe are. Today He shares power
over everything in the universe with our
heavenly Fether (Matthew 28:18). (For
more information about the future God
has planned for everyone who faithfully
serves Him, be sureto request your free
copy of What IsYour Destiny?)

Thetimewill comewhen Christ will
share Hisauthority with al who become
theimmorta children of God. He promises
us, “To him who overcomes| will grant to
gtwith Meon My throne, as| dso over-
came and sat down with My Father on His
throne” (Revelation 3:21).

Our heavenly Father dsotelsus, “He
who overcomes shdl inherit dl things, and
I will be hisGod and he shdl be My son”
(Reveaion 21.7). Thisisthe destiny God
promisesto everyone who surrendershis
will to Him.

To properly understand prophecy, we
should familiarize oursel ves with these
biblical concepts. Now |et'stake alook
a God's promises and the covenants on
which dl biblical prophecy isbased.
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A Prophetic Legacy

rophecy beginswith apromise

God madein the Garden of Eden.

Immediately after “that serpent of

old, caled the Devil and Satan” (Reve-

letion 12:9), lured Adam and Eveinto com-
mitting their first S, God said to Satan:
“. .. T will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your seed and her
Seed; He shdll bruise your head, and you
shal bruiseHished” (Genesis 3:15).

Hereisoneof thefirst and most far-
reaching prophecies: the promise that God
will rectify the problem of deception and
sin brought on by Satan. He promised that
from Eve, thefirgt person to be deceived,
would come a* Seed’—a descendant—
who would “bruisg”’ (crush) Satan’'s
position of rulership (his*head”) over
humanity by which he deceivestheworld.

God revedled that the“ seed” of Satan—
people under hisinfluence—would be hos-
tiletoward the“ Seed” God had promised
through the woman. Satan would succeed
in temporarily disabling (like asevere
bruise on the hedl) the Seed promised
by God.

Thousands of yearslaer thelifeand
work of that promised Seed wereindeed
interrupted, as God foretold, for three days
and three nights by the crucifixion of Jesus
Chrigt (Matthew 12:40).

On that foundationa promise—that
God would send a Seed, the Son of Man,
as humanity’s Redeemer to defeat Satan—
stands a series of other promises God gave
to His servants down through the ages. Col-
lectively, these promises—each amplifying
and expanding the original promise—form
the basis of Bible prophecy.

Later God promised Abraham that “in
you dl thefamilies of the earth shll be
blessed” (Genesis12:3). That blessing was
to comethrough Abraham’s seed (Genes's
22:18). Centuries after Abraham, the apos-
tle Paul wrote, “Now to Abraham and his
Seed were the promises made. He does
not say, ‘And to seeds,’ asof many, but as
of one, ‘And to your Seed, who is Chrigt”
(Gdatians 3:16). Through Jesus of Naza-
reth, theMessiah, dl nationson earth are
to be blessed.

The legacy of two families

Adam, the natura, physical father of the
human race, responded to Satan's deceptive
influencethrough Eve and choseto trust his
persond judgment rather than follow God's
ingtruction. In contrast toAdam, “Abraham
believed God, and it was accounted to him
for righteousness’ (James 2:23; Genesi's
15:6). Therefore, God chose Abraham as
the human father of another family, aspiri-
tualy oriented family of believers, that
would accept and obey God'singruction.

That family would be composed firgt of
Abraham’s natura descendantsthrough his
son Isaac (Genesis 21:12). Later, amore
important function of that family would
begin through another descendant, Jesus,
the promised Messiah (Galatians 3:29;
Romans 8:16-18). Through Him, Abraham
is“thefather of dl thosewho believe’
(Romans4:11).

Finaly, God has promised, through the
second coming of the Messiah, to givethe
members of thisspiritua family eternd life
in HisKingdom.

Dual promises

Along with the promise that a Seed of
Abraham would becomethe Messiah came
apromise of greatness for the descendants
of Abraham. This promiseisto the natural
seed of Abraham. In other words, God's
promisesto Abraham are dud. They con-
tainimplicationsboth physica (tothe
descendants of Abraham) and spiritud (to
thefollowersof Christ). Both areintegral
to the success of God's master plan for the
human race.

God told Abraham, “Also | givetoyou
and your descendants after you thelandin
which you areastranger, dl theland of
Canaan, asan everlasting possession . .
(Genesis 17:8; compare 12:7; 24:7).

Thiswas only the beginning. Many
nationswould develop from Abraham'’s
descendants. For that reason God changed
hisname from Abram to Abraham. “No
longer shdl your name be called Abram
[ exated father'], but your name shall be
Abraham [‘father of amultitude']; for
| have made you afather of many nations.

8  You Can Understand Bible Prophecy

I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and
I will make nations of you, and kings shall
comefromyou” (Genesis17:5).

God did increase Abraham'’sfamily.
However, Hewaited until Abraham and his
wife, Sarah, were 50 old that they would
not normally bear children. Then, miracu-
loudly, Isaac was born. Eventualy al who
will be consdered Abraham’s descendants
must be miraculoudy “born” (John 3:3)
into the Kingdom of God. |ssac was atype
of thingsto come (Romans 9:6-9).

| saac fathered two sons, Esau and
Jacob. God chose Jacab, the younger one,
to receive the physical promisesHe gave
to Abraham. God similarly choosesthose
whom Hewill to have the opportunity to
be among the spiritual descendants of
Abraham to whom Hewill givetheful-
fillment of the eternd, spiritua promises
(Romans 9:10-11). God places conditions,
of course. All must first come to under-
stand “thetruth,” then repent of their sins
(1 Timothy 2:3-4; 2 Peter 3:9).

God changed Jacob’'snameto | sradl.
From his 12 sons sprang the 12 tribes of
Israel, which God ddlivered from Egyptian
bondage under the leadership of Moses.
God gavethe | sradlitesthe land of Canaan,
just asHe had promised Abraham. Later, in
the days of Saul and David, He established
thelsradlitesasakingdom.

But God did not limit His promise of
grestnessfor the descendants of Abraham
to theterritory He had dlotted to the ancient
kingdom of Isradl in theland of Canaan.
God promised that Abraham would “ surely
become agreat and mighty nation” (Gene-
§518:18). Paul tellsusthat God gave Abra-
ham “the promise that he would be the heir
of theworld” (Romans4:13).

God confirmed this ultimate expansion
of Abraham’sinheritanceto Abraham'’s
grandson, Jacob. “. . . Theland onwhich
you liel will giveto you and your descen-
dants. Also your descendants shall be asthe
dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to
the west and the eat, to the north and the
south; and inyou and in your seed dl the
families of the earth shall be blessed”
(Genesis28:13-14).
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God told Abraham: “Get out of your country, from your family and from your father's
house, to a land that I will show you. | will make you a great nation; | will bless you
and make your name great. . .” (Genesis 12:1-2). God chose Abraham as the human
father of both a physical and a spiritual family to which great promises were given.

Eventudly this continual expansionin
all directionswould embrace thewhole
earth. God would graft al peoplesasHis
childreninto Abraham’sfamily.

Gentiles grafted onto Israel

How doesthis happen? Through Jesus
Chrig both physicd Isradlitesand non-
|sradlites may receivethe promises mede
toAbraham. Paul explains “Therefore,
remember that formerly you who are Gen-
tilesby birth . . . were separate from Chrigt,
excluded from citizenshipinlsrad and
foreignersto the covenants of the promise,
without hope and without God in the world.
But now in Chrigt Jesusyou who oncewere
far away have been brought near through the
blood of Christ” (Ephesans2:11-13 NIV).

Anyonewho isnot anatura-born
descendant of Abraham can nevertheless
become an her to theinheritance promised
to Abraham’sfamily. Regardless of lineage,
al can become part of the spiritud “Israd
of God” through Chrigt (Gdatians6:15
16). To be partakers of those promises, they
must be grafted into the family of Isradl.

Paul comparesthisto grafting awild
olive shoot onto adomesticated olivetree.
“But if some of thebranches[of |sradl]
were broken off, and you, awild olive
shoot [gentiles], were grafted in their place
to sharetherichroot of the olivetree, do
not boast over the branches. If you do
boast, remember that it isnot you that sup-
port theroot, but the root that supportsyou”
(Romans 11:17-18, NRSV).

Then Paul warnsthe gentileswhom
God graftsonto Isragl not to fed superior to
Israeliteswho have not yet accepted Jesus
astheMessiah and Savior. “ You will say,

‘Branches were broken off so that | might
begraftedin. That istrue. They were bro-
ken off because of their unbelief, but you
stand only through faith. So do not become
proud, but stand in awe. For if God did not
gparethe natura branches, perhapshewill
not spareyou” (verses 19-21, NRSV).

Israel must be redeemed

Extending the promisesfrom Abra-
ham'’s physica descendantsto spiritual
believers began shortly after Christ’sdeath
and resurrection. Jesus own countrymen
rejected Him and refused to accept Him
asthe Messiah (Matthew 21:42-43; Luke
17:25), s0 the message of Jesusasthe Mes-
siah was extended to the gentiles. Soon
many gentiles became part of the“ Isradl
of God,” the Church (Gaatians 6:15-16).

But Abraham’s physical descendantsare
not permanently aienated from God. They
are redeemed and reconciled to Him. Paul
explainstherolethey play in God'splan.
“They arelsradlites” writes Paul, “and to
them belong the adoption, the glory, the
covenants, the giving of the law, the wor-
ship, and the promises; to them belong the
patriarchs, and from them, according to the
flesh, comestheMessiah. . ” (Romans
9:4-5, NRSV).

Paul continues: “. . . Has God rejected his
[lsradlite] people? By nomeand | mysdlf
am an lgadlite, adescendant of Abraham,
amember of thetribe of Benjamin. God has
not rgjected his people whom he foreknew”
(Romans 11:1-2, NRSV).

Paul then addressesthe | sralites pres-
ent spiritud blindness: “. . . Israd faled
to obtain what it was seeking. The elect
obtained it, but the rest were hardened,

much more will their full inclusion mean!”
(verses11-12).

Did you grasp the Sgnificance of Paul’s
words? Most descendants of Isragl con-
tinueto rgject Jesus asthe Messiah. But
God has not rejected them. They will be
included in the redemption process of the
Messiah when Hereturns as King of
Kings. Understanding thistruth is essential
if we areto understand prophecies pertain-
ing to the people of Isradl at theend of the
present evil age.

Admittanceinto the eterna inheritance
promised to Abraham—for Isradlitesand
gentilesdike—is possible only through the
Messiah. “And if you are Chrigt’s, then you
areAbraham’s seed, and heirs according to
thepromisg” (Galatians 3:29). “ Therefore,
the promise comes by faith, so that it may
be by grace and may be guaranteed to all
Abraham’s offspring—not only to those
who are of the law but dso to those who
areof thefaith of Abraham. Heisthefather
of usdl” (Romans4:16, NIV).

Birthright and scepter

We have noted adudity in God's
promisesto Abraham. Although some
aspectsof the promisesrelaeto an eternd
inheritance through the Messiah, others
concern anationa and materia inheritance.
Thefulfillment of these promiseswas
passed on to | saac and then to Jacob (whom
God renamed | sradl; Genesis 32:28).

Shortly before Jacob's degth, God
inspired himto reved to his 12 sonsthe
manner in which the physica heritage of
Abraham would affect the generations of
Israel. “And Jacob caled hissonsand said,
‘ Gether together, that | may tell you what
shall befdl youinthelast days” (Genesis
49:1). Jacob explained what would happen
to each of hisson’s descendants—the 12
tribesof Isradl.

Significantly, the core promises God
made to Abraham wereto passonly to
Joseph and Judah. To each came adifferent
promise, aseparate heritage.

Promises and Covenants: a Prophetic Legacy 9



The Bible summarizes: “. . . Though
Judah became prominent among his
brothersand aruler came from him,
yet the birthright bel onged to Joseph”

(1 Chronicles5:2, NRSV).

Because of that birthright promise,
Joseph's descendants would enjoy incon-
cevable prosperity—possessing the finest
materid blessngs—and achieve great mili-
tary superiority because the hand of God
would be with them. Their territory would
increase and expand,
like branches

growing over a
wadl (Genesis
49:22-26).

To Judah and
his descendants,
however, went

thepromiseof a
scepter —agaff

heldby a

king asthe

emblem of
hissover-

God chose David to be king ~ €ignty. It

over Israel. He also promised  Sgnified

that from him would come a

dynasty of kings that would

continue forever.

thet from
Judah
would
comea
dynasty of kingsthat would culminatein the
reign of theMessiah.

Jacob explained thet “the scepter shall
not depart from Judah, nor theruler’s staff
from between hisfeet .. " (Genesis49:10,
New American Standard Bible). The
promisesto Abraham concerning rulership,
savation and the Messiah would be ful-
filled through the Jewish people, the
descendants of Judah. JesusHimsdlf said
that “salvationisof the Jews’ (John 4:22).
That iswhy He had to be born into a Jew-
ishfamily asaphysica descendant of
Judah (Matthew 1:1-16; Luke 3:23-38).

Promises to David

Long after Abraham, through King
David of thetribe of Judah, the scepter
promisefinally took on even greater Sgni-
ficance. God gave David the kingdom of
Israel and promised that from him would
spring adynasty of kingsthat would con-
tinueforever.

God sent the prophet Nathan to David
withthismessage: “. . . Thussaysthe LorD
of hods. .. | will makefor you agreat
name. .. | will raise up your offspring after
you, who shal comeforth from your body
... I will establish the throne of hisking-
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dom forever . . . and your kingdom shall be
made sure forever before me; your throne
shall be established forever” (2 Samuel 7:8-
16, NRSV).

Through David God did indeed estab-
lish adynasty of kings. God promised that
agrester future King would come from
David's descendants. God sent an angel to
Mary who told her: “. . . You will conceive
in your womb and bring forth a Son, and
shall call Hisname Jesus. Hewill be
great, and will be called the Son of the
Highest; and the Lord God will give Him
the throne of Hisfather David. And He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of Hiskingdom therewill be no end”
(Luke 1:31-33).

The kingdom over which Jesus Christ
will ruleisto last forever. He will estab-
lish that kingdom when He returnsto
earth. Understanding that truth is of
primary importance if we are to compre-
hend the messages of the prophets who
followed David.

David's kingdom divided

At David'sdesth hiskingdom passed to
his son Solomon. God gave Solomon great
wisdom and wedlth, but inhisold agehe
alowed hismany foreign wives and con-
cubinesto turn his heart avay from God
(1Kings11:1-8). Thekingdom Igpsed into
worship of false gods.

Shortly after Solomon’s desth, God
divided the kingdom He had given David
into two nations. Thetribes of Judah, Ben-
jamin and some of Levi remained loyal to
Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, preserving
David'sdynasty. Thismuch smaller king-
dom was known as Judah or the house of
Judah. It retained Jerusaem asits capitdl.

Ten tribes—the mgority of thekingdom
—saoeded and retained the name [ srad,
eventually establishing Samaria, intheterri-
tory of Ephram, asitscapitd. (Yearslater
thisnorthern |sradlite kingdom was con-
quered and taken into captivity by ancient
Assyria. Its people disgpopeared from
recorded history, becoming known as
“thelogt 10tribes”)

Thedivison of the kingdom politicaly
and in fact separated the scepter promise
from the birthright promise. Judah retained
the scepter and the throne of David.

Thetribes of Ephraim and Manasseh,
the direct descendants of Joseph, domi-
nated the northern kingdom and retained
the birthright. From this point forward the
history and future of these two promises,
the birthright and the scepter, must be
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traced along separate paths until the house
of Isradl and the house of Judah are once
again reunited as one nation under therule
of the Messiah. (To better understand these
promises, and the vita rolethey play inthe
fulfillment of Bible prophecy, be sureto
request your free copy of the booklet
TheLost 10 Tribesin Prophecy.)

A reunited kingdom

Therestoration of |sragl asonenation
under the rule of Chrigt isathemethat
appearsin thewritings of many of the
prophetic Bible books. That reunion will
occur shortly after Jesus Christ’sreturn as
King of Kings. Notice God confirming,
through Ezekid, that | sragl and Judah will
be reunited as one people.

“...Thussaysthe Lord Gop: | will take
the people of Isragl from the nations among
which they have gone, and will gather them
from every quarter, and bring them to their
ownland. | will makethemonenationin
theland, onthemountains of Isradl; and
oneking shdl beking over them all. Never
again shal they betwo nations, and never
again shal they bedivided into two king-
doms. They shdl never again defile them-
seveswith their idolsand their detestable
things, or with any of their transgressions.
| will savethem from all the apostasiesinto
which they havefalen, and will cleanse
them. Then they shall be my people, and
[ will betheir Gop.

“My servant David shall be king over
them; and they shdl al have one shepherd.
They shall follow my ordinancesand be
careful to observe my datutes. They shall
liveintheland that | gaveto my servant
Jacob, inwhich your ancestorslived; they
and their children and their children’s chil-
dren shall livethereforever; and my ser-
vant David shall betheir prince forever”
(Ezekidl 37:21-25, NRSV).

God had promised David that hisking-
dom would last forever. When the world
seesthese two divisonsreuniting under the
rule of Jesus Chrigt, it will know that the
Eterna God keeps His promises.

Speaking of the reunited people of
Israel, God continues: “1 will makea
covenant of peace with them; it shal bean
everlasting covenant with them; and | will
blessthem and multiply them, and will set
my sanctuary among them forevermore.
My dwelling place shdl be with them; and
I will betheir God, and they shall be my
people’ (verses26-27, NRSV).

God confirmed many of His promises
through specid covenants, beginning with
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Abraham. “Onthesameday theLorp made  receive Hisblessings, or benefits of His

acovenant with Abram, saying: ‘ Toyour
descendants| havegiventhisland...”
(Genesis15:18).

Later the Isradlites bound themsdlves
and their descendantsto God as His specid
servants. God told them: “. . . If you will
indeed obey My voice and keep My cove-
nant, then you shal be aspecia treasureto
Meabovedl people. . (Exodus19:5).
They responded, “All that the Lorp has
spokenwewill do” (verse8). God's
covenant joined Israel to God much asa
wifeisbound to her husband in marriage
(Jeremiah 3:20; 31:32).

The purpose of covenants

Every hiblica prophet fromthetime
of Mosesforward used this covenant as
the standard for evaluating and judging
the behavior of God's chosen people. Each
judged the | sradlites by whether they were
faithful to their covenant with God.

God's covenants dl have the same pur-
pose. They define the relationship parame-
ters between Him and the recipients of His
covenant. They explain what He reguires
of Hispeopleif they areto continueto

promises. They set the obligationsHis
people must meet to continue receiving
Hisfavor, or grace.

A covenant isapact between the people
and God. Thosewho break that covenant
lose God'sfavor—the blessing of His
grace. The degree to which God gives His
people favor isbased on their compliance
with His covenants.

The covenant God made with ancient
Igradl isespecidly sgnificant in Bible
prophecy. It documents, in greeat detail, the
conditions|sragl had to meet to stay in
God'sfavor.

Although the Ten Commandments sum-
marized |sragl’s centrd obligation to God,
the people were obligated to obey all of
Hisingtructions. God promised: “. . . If you
diligently obey the voice of the Lorb your
God, to observe carefully al Hiscom-
mandmentswhich | command you today,
... theLoro your God will set you high
aboved| nationsof the earth. And all these
blessings shal come upon you and over-
take you, because you obey the voice of the
Lorb your God” (Deuteronomy 28:1-2).

In the subsequent 12 verses God
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listed the marvel ous blessings of physical
prosperity Isragl would receive.

But the agreement did not end there.
God dso spelled out the consequences that
would befall the lsradlitesif they rejected
the conditions of His covenant. “Buit if you
will not obey the Lorb your God by dili-
gently observing al his commandments
and decrees, which | am commanding you
today, then dl these curses shal come
upon you and overtake you” (Deuteron-
omy 28:15, NRSV). Theremainder of this
chapter describeswhat would happen to
themiif they ignored or rejected their
covenant with God.

Stable foundation for prophecy

God's promises and covenants—
especidly the promise of blessingsfor obe-
dience and cursesfor disobediencethet are
included in His covenant with |sradl—
provide the foundation for biblical prophecy.

Let'slook a the specific work and mes-
sagesof God'sprophets, men such aslsaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekid and Danidl. Let'slearn
why they committed their propheciesto
writing. Few people understand theimpor-
tance of their propheciesto ablinded world.

God Conﬂrms His Cred|b|hty
to the World

hat isaprophet? What
are hisjob, functionand
mission? Peter describes
prophets as“holy men of
God [who] spoke asthey were moved by
the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). But isthat
thewhole story?

“The Hebrew word for prophet, nabi,
means ‘ onewho announces or bringsa
message from God. Our word ‘ prophet’
has essentialy the same meaning, onewho
spesks by divineingpiraion asthe inter-
preter or pokesman of God, whether it be
amessage of duty, awarning or apredic-
tion of future events. The twofold meaning
is dueto the two senses of the preposition
pro (in the Greek from which our word
prophet isderived), ‘for' and ‘ before'; so
aprophet isonewho spesksfor God, and

onewho tells before hand what isto teke
place’ (Peloubet’ s Bible Dictionary, 1971,
“Prophet, Prophecy”).

Itisimportant that we understand the
role of these prophets. Daniel refersto
prophetsas” Your [God'g] servants. . . who
spokein Your nameto our kings and our
princes, to our fathersand dl the people of
theland” (Danidl 9:6). They were messen-
gerswhoserole went far beyond predict-
ing. They dso gaveingruction, pointed to
lessonsfrom higtory, reminded the people
of their covenant with God, showed kings
and nationstheir snsand proclaimed
God'scall to repentance. AsGod's
spokesman, the Bible sometimesreferred
to aprophet smply as*aman of God”

(1 Samue 2:27).
God usualy reveded Hiswill to

God Confirms His Credibility to the World

prophetsthrough visons and dreams.
They saw, in clear mental images, what
God wanted them to convey to the people;
such as, “ The word that | saiah the son of
Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jeru-
sdem” (Isaiah 2:1). They then described,
intheir own words and style, what they
saw or heard (verse 8). Sometimes God
told them what to say. Many prophetic
passages are introduced with the words,
“ThussaystheLorp...” (Isaiah 44:6;
Jeremiah 8:4; Ezekid 11:5).

Israel’s spiritual decline

From shortly after the desth of Joshuato
the destruction of Jerusdemin 587 B.C.,
the spiritual condition of the people of
Israel deteriorated. Only during apart
of thereignsof afew kings—David,
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chapter 4

Solomon, Hezekiah and Josah—were
ancient |srael and Judah considered
relatively righteous and obedient nations.

reached the pinnacle of its expansion, pros-
perity and fame. However, Solomon’sheavy
taxation spavned misery and resentment.
Meanwhile his pagan wivesinfluenced him
to turnaway from God to idolatry.

mon, his son Rehoboam ignored the
advice of hissenior advisersto reverse

) e

Under Solomon'sleedership, Isradl

Immediately after the death of Solo-

Solomon’s excessive taxation, apolicy
that threatened to divide the kingdom.
The northern tribes especially resented
such heavy taxation, and under the leader-
ship of Jeroboam 10 tribes revolted and
reorganized into a separate kingdom.
Almost immediately thisnew kingdom,
the house of |sradl, adopted forms of idola
try for itsreligious ceremonies. Judah, the
southern kingdom, retained the right form
of worship and at times experienced spiri-
tual reawakenings under righteous kings

that included Hezekiah and Josiah. But
even Judah generaly failed to curtail the
spread of idolatry within itsborders.
Themord and spiritud climatein both
kingdoms degenerated, with first arapid
declineinthe house of Israel followed by
aprolonged declinein the house of Judah.
Rulers and subjects alike began disregard-
ing their covenant with God. God specifi-
cdly condemned their idolatry and ignor-
ing of the Sabbath day, the time He had
sanctified for weekly rest and worship.

History Proves the Accuracy of Bible Prophecy

anyou believe Bible prophecy? The history of the kingdoms of
Israel and Judah is a powerful testimony to the accuracy
and precision of Bible prophecy. Consider, for example, God's
prophecies of the fate of Israel if the Israelites rebelled against Him.

The story begins with Israel’s split into two kingdoms, Israel and
Judah, in 928 B.C,, soon after Solomon’s death. Jeroboam, king of
Israel (928-907), instituted idolatry as part of his kingdom's pattern
of worship (1 Kings 12:26-33). This angered God because
Solomon’s idolatry had earlier caused God to choose Jeroboam to
lead the northern kingdom (1 Kings 11:30-33).

God warned Jeroboam’s wife of the consequences of his, and
the kingdom?s, idolatry: “For the Lorb will strike Israel . . . He will
uproot Israel from this good land which He gave to their fathers,
and will scatter them beyond the River [the Euphrates], because
they have made their wooden images, provoking the Lorp to
anger” (1 Kings 14:15).

God continued, through His prophets, to warn of the punish-
ment sure to come if the Israelites would not turn from their sin-
ful ways. He waited, patiently and mercifully, for a repentance
that never came.

One such prophet was Micah (ca. 749-722), author of the bibli-
cal book that bears his name. “The word of the Lorp that came to
Micah . . . which he saw concerning Samaria [Israel’s capital] and
Jerusalem. Hear, all you peoples! Listen, O earth, and all that is in
it! Let the Lord Gop be a witness against you . . . | will make
Samaria a heap of ruins in the field, places for planting a vineyard;
[ will pour down her stones into the valley, and | will uncover her
foundations” (Micah 1:1-2, 6).

Finally, after successive invasions, the Assyrian Empire
devastated Israel, the northern kingdom, and took most of its
population captive (722 B.C.).

“Now the king of Assyria went throughout all the land, and
went up to Samaria and besieged it for three years. In the ninth
year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took Samaria and carried Israel
away to Assyria . . . For so it was that the children of Israel had
sinned against the Lorp their God . . . And they rejected His
statutes and His covenant that He had made with their fathers,
and His testimonies which He had testified against them; they fol-
lowed idols, became idolaters, and went after the nations who
were all around them, concerning whom the Lorp had charged
them that they should not do like them"” (2 Kings 17:5-7, 15).

As noted above, God had prophesied almost 200 years ear-
lier that He would “uproot Israel from this good land which He
gave to their fathers, and will scatter them beyond the
[Euphrates] River . . ." This and many other details of the
prophecies and historical account of the Assyrian invasions and

resulting Israelite captivity are verified by Assyrian records and
other archaeological discoveries.

Judah fails to learn a lesson

Even after witnessing the downfall of their northern cousins in
the kingdom of Israel, citizens of the kingdom of Judah them-
selves drifted into idolatry and disobedience. God sent prophets
to warn them of their fate if they failed to repent.

Through the prophet Jeremiah (ca. 626-587), God delivered a
remarkable prophecy of Judah’s future:

“. .. The Lorp has sent to you all His servants the prophets, ris-
ing early and sending them, but you have not listened nor inclined
your ear to hear. They said, ‘Repent now everyone of his evil way
and his evil doings, and dwell in the land that the Lorp has given
to you and your fathers forever and ever. Do not go after other
gods to serve them and worship them, and do not provoke Me to
anger with the works of your hands; and I will not harm you.’

“'Yet you have not listened to Me . . . Because you have not
heard My words, behold, I will send and take all the families of the
north,’ says the Lorp, ‘and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon,
My servant, and will bring them against this land, against its
inhabitants, and against these nations all around, and will utterly
destroy them ... And this whole land shall be a desolation and an
astonishment, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon
seventy years.

“Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are completed,
that | will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of
the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,” says the Lorp; ‘and | will make it
a perpetual desolation'” (Jeremiah 25:4-12).

Judah would fall to the Babylonians, God warned, and would
go into captivity in Babylon for 70 years. At the end of the 70
years God would, in turn, punish Babylon. In another astonish-
ing prophecy, God revealed through Isaiah the name of the
ruler—Cyrus, king of Persia—who would, many years in the
future, permit the Jews' return (Isaiah 44:28; 45:1-4).

Jeremiah's prophecy came to pass. After several invasions (in
597 and 587) Judah fell to the Babylonians. “[God] brought
against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed their young
men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no
compassion . . . He gave them all into his hand . . . Then they
burned the house of God, broke down the wall of Jerusalem,
burned all its palaces with fire, and destroyed all its precious pos-
sessions. And those who escaped from the sword he carried away
to Babylon, where they became servants to him and his sons until
the rule of the kingdom of Persia, to fulfill the word of the Lorp
by the mouth of Jeremiah . .." (2 Chronicles 36:17-21).
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Soon the &fflictions and punishmentsfor
disobediencethat God had spelled out in
detail in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28
began to affect both kingdomson agrand
scale. Through His prophets, God pleaded
for repentance for severd centurieswith
both the house of Judah and the house of
Isradl. For the most part the peopleignored
and scorned the warnings of the prophets.

At firg the prophets used only the
spoken word to condemn the two nations
moral and spiritua corruption. They

pleaded for repentance. The two promi-
nent prophets during thislong period of
gpiritual and moral declinewere Elijah
and Elisha Weread about their work near
the end of the book of 1 Kingsandinthe
early chaptersof 2 Kings. Ultimately the
prophets began to proclaim their prophetic
warnings not only with spoken appeals but
with written prophetic messages.

mora and spiritua degeneracy, God would
soon dramatically increase His punishment
for their Sns. He sent His prophetswith a
new and terrifying warning to announce to
both nations: Unless you repent of your
collective sins—particularly your covetous-
ness, idolatry and Sabbath-bresking—
captivity and exile will soon be your fate.
Foreign conquerorswill invade your bor-
ders, destroy your citiesand carry your
survivorsto faraway lands.

In those days empires often intimidated

Written prophecy became necessary
Aslgad and Judah further did into

Photos courtesy Trustees of the British Museum

God's fulfills His promise of restoration

The 70 years in exile passed. Daniel 5 records that the Babylon-
ian monarch Belshazzar held a great and blasphemous feast at
which he and his guests drank wine from gold and silver vessels
looted from the Jerusalem temple years before by Nebuchadnez-
zar. The king watched as a ghostly hand appeared and wrote a
mysterious message on the wall. The king “was so frightened that
his knees knocked together and his legs gave way"” (verse 6, NIV).

The prophet Daniel revealed that this original handwriting on
the wall signified God's judgment that Babylon’s dominance had
come to an end. He told the king, “"Your kingdom is divided and
given to the Medes and Persians' . . . [and] that very night Bels-
hazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain .. ." (verses 28, 30, NIV).

A century later the Greek historian Herodotus (484-420) con-
firmed Daniel's account of the fall of Babylon: “The Persians,
drawing off the river [Euphrates] by a canal into the lake, which
was till now a marsh, he [Cyrus] made the stream to sink till its
former channel could be forded. When this happened, the Per-
sians who were posted with this intent made their way into
Babylon by the channel of the Euphrates, which had now sunk
to about the height of the middle of a man’s thigh . . . The Per-
sians thus entered the city . . . and the inhabitants who lived in
the central part of Babylon were unaware of the enemies’ pres-
ence due to the great size of the city and since they were cele-
brating a festival. They continued dancing and exchanging gifts
until they were suddenly told of their sad fate. In this manner

was Babylon conquered” (History, book 1, paragraphs 191-192).

Daniel's prediction, along with the prophecies of other
prophets of God about the downfall of Babylon, was suddenly and
dramatically fulfilled.

Jeremiah’s prophecy of a 70-year captivity and Isaiah’s
prophecy of Cyrus allowing the Jews to return to Jerusalem to
rebuild the temple destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar were also ful-
filled down to the last detail. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah
record the Jews' return.

Fulfilled prophecy’s meaning for us

Aseries of remarkable prophecies spanning hundreds of years,
five kingdoms and many prophets and rulers precisely came to
pass. As God had said through Isaiah when He foretold Judah's
downfall at the hands of the Babylonians: “. .. | am God, and
there is no other; | am God, and there is none like Me, declaring
the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things that
are not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and | will do all
My pleasure’ ... Indeed | have spoken it; | will also bring it to pass.
I have purposed it; | will also do it"” (Isaiah 46:9-11).

God alone has the power to prophesy events, then bring them
to pass. He will yet bring to pass the many other unfulfilled
prophecies recorded in His Word.

For additional proof that the Bible is indeed God’s inspired
Word, be sure to request your free copy of Is the Bible True? from
our office nearest you.

God repeatedly warned Israel and Judah of national punishments if they con-
tinued to rebel against Him. As God had prophesied, both kingdoms were taken
into captivity. At left, King Sargon of Assyria, conqueror of Israel, receives a
report from Tartan, his commander in chief. The Assyrians commemorated their
conquests, like the capture of the city above, in exquisite carved stone reliefs.

God Confirms His Credibility to the World
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Fwd
nearby smaler kingdomsinto submission
simply by thethresat of invasion. The
wesker countries usually consented to
become vassal satesto the powerful
rulers, who demanded total dlegiance. As
long asthe vassal states paid the required
tax or tribute—and maintained their ale-
gianceto the more powerful empire—they
generally were alowed to govern them-
selves. But any insubordination was
quickly crushed, and additiona restrictions
to their freedom wereimposed. If thevas-
salsagain tried to shake off the control of
the superior power, they were routed by
military force and the survivors carried
away into exile.

Why wasthethresat of exileto Isradl and
Judah so important to God that He wanted
it recorded in writing for future genera-
tions?Why did He decide that thewhole
world must know why and how Hewould
disown His chosen peoplefor atime? After
al, God had promised thisland to the
descendants of Abraham forever. How
could Hetakeit away from them without
destroying His own credibility?

God keeps His promises

God wantstheworld to know He
aways keeps His promises. He specificdly
promised Abraham and David thet their
descendants, their seed, would inherit and
rule over aparticular land—the land of
Canaan—forever. But through the prophets
God then told Israel and Judah that He
would drive them out of that promised
land. Thisrequired an explanation.

How could God expel Hispeoplefrom
the Promised Land into captivity and exile
and till keep His promises? Would God
abandon His promises and covenants?
Would David'sdynasty cease?

God determined to answer these ques-
tionsin advance. He wanted no scoffer to
have | egitimate reason to accuse Him of
ignoring or abandoning His promisesand
covenants. He chose to permanently record
why He was sending the descendants of
| srael—both kingdoms—into exile.

So He sent His prophets not only to
warn but to record what He planned so
al peoples could read—in advance—His
plansto restore lsradl as one kingdom.
Oneof thefirst prophetsto write about the
impending exile of the northern kingdom
of |sradl exclaimed: “ Surely the Lord Gop
does nothing, unlessHereved sHis secret
to His servantsthe prophets’ (Amos 3:7).
God commissioned such prophets not only
to warn about impending disasters but to
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explain that God would later fulfill every
promise He had ever made.

With thisbackground, we read that God
hed the prophetsrecord for al generations
what the futurewould hold. Thisis surdly
history written in advance.

The same propheciesthat foretold the
fdl of thekingdoms of Israel and Judah
give specific details concerning the coming
of the Messiah and the restoration of the
throne of David. These propheciesexplain
that the Messiah—as the Son of David and
the Son of God—will restore, at Hissec-
ond coming, thekingdom of |sradl as part
of Hisown worldwide Kingdom.

Through these prophecies, God provides
mankind with proof of the reliability of His
promises and covenants. Prophecy estab-
lishes God's credibility and faithfulnessfor
al who take the timeto study and accept
HisWord.

Just as God had earlier demonsirated—
by Isragl’s miracul ous exodus from Egypt
—that Hispromises of nationhood to Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob werereligble, o He
will demongtrate the completerdiahility of
HisWord by fulfilling everything He has
gpoken through the mouths and pens of His
prophets. Through them Hereveded the
good and bad aspects of thefuture of |srael
and that these thingswill demongtrably
affect the future of mankind.

Even moreimportant, when everything
issaid and done God will have demon-
grated that He and He d one hasthe power
to control our destiny. He will have proved
beyond ashadow of doubt thesewords: “I
am God, and thereisnonelike Me, declar-
ing the end from the beginning, and from
ancient timesthingsthat are not yet done
... Indeed | have spokenit; | will also bring
it to pass. | have purposad it; | will asodo
it” (Isaiah 46:9-11).

God will demonstrate that He is God

Through the prophet Ezekiel God
explainsthe great purpose for the eventsHe
hasrevededtous

“*1 will st My glory among the nations;
al the nations shal see My judgment
which | have executed, and My hand which
| havelaid on them. So the house of Isradl
shall know that | amthe Loro their God
fromthat day forward. The Gentiles shall
know that the house of Isragl went into cap-
tivity for their iniquity; becausethey were
unfaithful to Me, therefore | hid My face
from them. | gave them into the hand of
their enemies, and they dl fell by the
sword. According to their uncleanness and
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according to their transgressions| have
dedlt with them, and hidden My facefrom
them. Therefore thus saysthe Lord Gob:
“Now | will bring back the captives of
Jacob, and have mercy on thewhole house
of lsradl . . . When | have brought them
back from the peoples and gathered them
out of their enemies’ [ands, and | am hal-
lowed in them in the Sight of many nations,
then they shall know that | amthe Lorp
their God, who sent them into captivity
among the nations, but also brought them
back to their land, and left none of them
captiveany longer’” (Ezekid 39:21-28;
compare with Exodus 6:7).

God put these propheciesin writing so
al humanity will be ableto understand and
believein Hisgrest power and truthfulness.
All peopleswill then haveincontrovertible
evidencethat they can trust Him astheliv-
ing and faithful God. If God should fail to
keep asingle promise, Hisword would
away's be suspect. Prophecy explains how
Hewill keep His promises—both to punish
thosewho sn and to blessthosewho yield
to Hisingructions.

God intendsto use His prophecies—
and their astounding accuracy—to demon-
srateto al that Heisindeed the God of
truth. They will cometoreaizetherdia
bility of Jesus Chrigt’s plain statement
concerning God: “ Your word istruth”
(John 17:17).

God will confirm His credibility

We must keep in mind the promises
mede to Abraham and David and the
covenant God established with Isradl. God
binds Himsdlf to befaithful to Hisword.
Therefore He has obliged Himself to
restoredl theinheritance and dl the bless-
ings Hetook away intheexile of Israel
and Judah.

Again, through Ezekiel, God said:
“Surely | will takethe children of Isradl
from among the nations, wherever they
have gone, and will gather them from every
side and bring them into their own land;
and | will makethem one nationin the
land, on themountains of |sradl; and one
king shall beking over them dl; they shall
no longer be two nations, nor shall they
ever be divided into two kingdomsagain.

“They shdl not defile themselves
anymore with their idols, nor with their
detestable things, nor with any of their
transgressions; but | will deliver them
from al their dwelling placesin which
they have sinned, and will cleanse them.
Then they shall be My people, and | will



betheir God” (Ezekiel 37:21-23).

So convincing will be the evidence of
theredlity of God that redl repentance
accompanied by astunning transformation
intheway the people of Isradl respond to
Himwill finaly cometo pass. “‘And a
Redeemer will cometo Zion, and to those
who turn from transgression in Jacob,
declaresthe Lorp. ‘And asfor Me, thisis
My covenant with them,” saysthe LorD:
‘My Spirit whichisupon you, and My
wordswhich | have put in your mouth,
shall not depart from your mouth, nor from
the mouth of your offspring, nor from the
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kepticswho accuse God of favoring
the descendants of Israd tothe
detriment of other nations are often
unaware of the scope of God'smes-
ter plan. Though the people of Isradl play
apivotd roleinthefulfillment of the plan,
their roleisnot just for their own benefit.
God promised Abraham, “. .. Inyou all
thefamilies of the earth shall be blessed”
(Genesis 12:3). Tofulfill that objective, God
also promised Abraham: “1 will makeyou
[through the people of Isradl] agrest nation;
[ will blessyou and make your name grest;
and you shdl beablessng. | will bless
thosewho blessyou, and | will curseshim
who cursesyou. . ” (Genesis12:2-3).
Whenwe carefully examine Bible
prophecy, wefind that God issmply
remaining faithful to His promise. Individu-
asand nationswho opposetheway God
has chosen to use the people of |srad—
because of His promisesto Abraham—
aredoomed to ultimatefailure. Thisisnot
because Abraham’s| sradlite descendants are
better than other people. Itisbecausesuch
people set themsalves againgt God'swill.

God's plan extends to all nations

God isfar. He severely punished
ancient |sradl and Judah when they rebelled
againgt Him. He blesses anyone who com-
plieswith Hisingtructions and punishes
those who do not. He ultimately showsno
partidity in Histrestment of |sradlites over

mouth of your offspring's offspring, says
the Lorb, ‘from now and forever’” (Isaiah
59:20-21, NASB).

The gpodle Paul resffirmed this concept
centuries|ater: “For | do not desire, brethren,
that you should beignorant of thismystery,
lest you should bewiseinyour own opinion,
thet blindnessin part has happened to |srael
until the fullness of the Gentileshascomein.
Andsodl Isradl will besaved, asitiswrit-
ten: ‘' The Ddliverer will come out of Zion,
and Hewill turn avay ungodlinessfrom
Jecob’” (Romans 11:25-26).

No room will beleft for doubt of God's

P

exigence and rdliability. Proof that God is
real and HisWord isto be trusted will stand
overwhelming and irrefutable.

Oncethe descendants of ancient Israel
accept the undeniable evidence that God
hasinspired and faithfully fulfilled the
prophecieswritten in HisWord, Christ
will begin to teach the other nationsthis
sametruth. God will then have brought all
nations—all of humanity—to repentance.
The books of prophecy in our Bibleswill
provide theindisputable evidence that
God can accurately predict theend from

the beginning.

jonal Scope

of Prophecy

non-lsraglites (Deuteronomy 10:17-19).

Inthetext of the Ten Commandments,
Heexplained that Hislawsgpply todl:
“...1,the Lorp your God, am ajed ous God,
vigting theiniquity of thefatherson the chil-
dren to thethird and fourth generations of
thosewho hate Me, but showing mercy to
thousands, to thaosewho love Me and keep
My commandments’ (Exodus 20:5-6).

God judges people by their responses
to Hisingructions. He specifically told the
people of ancient Israel to lovethe stranger
(foreigner) because they themselves had
once been foreignersin Egypt (Leviticus
19:34). God explained to Abraham that
Hismaster plan calsfor blessing “dl the
familiesof the earth” (Genesis 12:3).

That planinvolvesusing Abraham’s
descendants through Jacob in a prominent
and specid role. Jesus Chrigt, of course,
isthe principal offspring of Abrahamin
the plan (Matthew 1:1; Galatians 3:29);
salvation is accessible only through Him
(Acts4:10-12).

But the other physica descendants of
Isradl play avitd rolein God'splan. Itis
important that we comprehend theinterna:
tiona implicationsof hiblical prophecy so
Isradl’sroleisnot misnterpreted. God is
focused not only on Isradl. Hispurpose
concernsall nations, all peoples.

Isaiah begins his prophecy with these
words, “Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O
earth!” (Isaiah 1:2). He soon adds, “Now it

The International Scope of Prophecy

shdl cometo passin thelatter daysthet
the mountain of the Lorp’s house shll be
established on the top of the mountains, and
shdl be exdted abovethehills, and all
nationsshdl flow toiit” (Isaish 2:2). Inthe
last chapter of the same book, God tellsus
through Isaiah, “It shal bethat | will gather
all nations. . . and they shall comeand see
My glory” (Isaiah 66:18).

Prophecy transcends netiona borders.
Though God focuses more attention on His
plan for the descendants of Abraham, He
does not forget the rest of mankind (Acts
10:34-35). Hewill blessal who obey Him
and will punish dl who stubbornly set their
will againgt Him—I sradlites and other
netionsdike.

God'slong-range purposeisto change
the behavior of all people Thisisbecause
Heis"not willing that any should perish
but thet al should cometo repentance’

(2 Peter 3:9). He promised, “. . . My house
shdl be caled ahouse of prayer for dl
netions’ (Isaah 56:7).

Prophecy explains how thiswill happen.

God loved the world

Even though God chose lsradl as
“aspecid treasure. . . abovedl people’
(Exodus 19:5), His purpose goesfar
beyond the | sradlites. Moses explained
thiswhen God was establishing Israel asa
nation. “ See, | have taught you decreesand
laws asthe Lorp my God commanded me
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... Observe them carefully, for thiswill
show your wisdom and understanding to
the nations, who will hear about all these
decreesand say, ‘ Surely thisgrest nation
isawise and understanding peopl€' ”
(Deuteronomy 4:5-6, NIV).

Over the protests of the prophet Jonah,
God sent him to prophesy to the gentile city
of Nineveh. Itscitizensresponded to his
warning and repented, and God spared
them. Hehas concern for dl peoples.

To lsrad God gavethe crucid respons-
bility of living God'swaysasamode for
the benefit of other netions. At that timethe
Isradlites did not have aheart to obey God
(Jeremiah 7:23-24). Sotheir successasa
rolemode was short-lived. Over timetheir
conduct degenerated to the samelevd as
that of the other nations around them.

Findly God temporarily withdrew His
blessings from the descendants of Abraham,
and they weretaken into captivity. God then
offered Nebuchadnezzar, the gentile king of
Babylon, an unusud opportunity to serve
Him. Danidl, the prophet who was akey
adminigrator in Nebuchadnezzar'sgovern-
ment, recorded that God offered thisgentile
monarch the opportunity to repent of hissins
and gpply thelaws of God to hiskingdom.

The nations and peoplesin Nebuchad-
nezzar'svast empirewould have benefited
immeasurably had he accepted God's offer.
Then thisknowledge and understanding of
theways of God could have passed onto
future generations.

God dlowed Nebuchadnezzar torulean
empirewhose culture and influence would
far outlagt him, extending into the empires
and culturesthat would succeed Babylon.
But, because Nebuchadnezzar wouldn't
submit to God, Babylon'sinfluencewould
befar moreevil than good. Scripture shows
thisevil influence will continue through
time even to the second coming of Jesus
Chrigt (Revelaion 17:5; 18:2).

The future revealed to a gentile king

To get Nebuchadnezzar's attention, God
revedled to him, through adream, aglimpse
of thefuture. Daniel explained totheking
thet “thereisaGod in heaven who reved's
secrets, and He has made knownto King
Nebuchadnezzar what will bein the latter
days’ (Daniel 2:28).

Danie continued: “. . . The God of
heaven has given you akingdom. . . But
after you shdl arise another kingdom infe-
rior to yours, then another, athird kingdom
of bronze, which shdl rule over dl the
earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be as
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gdrongasiron...Andin
the days of thesekingsthe
God of heavenwill set up
akingdom which shall
never be destroyed; . . .
and it shal stand forever”
(verses 37-44).

Becauseof Isad’ssins,
God granted gentilerulers
dominancein that region
until afina kingdom—the
Kingdom of God—waould
reigna Chrig’sreturn.
God revedled thismost
basi¢ prophecy—an out-
line of future dominant
powersin that region—
to Nebuchadnezzar.

At about the sametime,
God sent Danid to tell the
monarch: “. .. Oking, let

vy

Through a dream, God revealed to Babylon’s King Nebu-
chadnezzar that a series of kingdoms would arise. Daniel,

my advice beacceptableto  God's prophet, revealed the meaning of the dream.

you; bresk off your sinsby
being righteous. . " (Danid
4:27). Although he temporarily acknowl-
edged God's greetness, Nebuchadnezzar
never redlly heeded Daniel’sadmonition.
God humbled the king by giving him
over toinsanity for seven years. During that
time he proved himsdlf incapable of admin-
igtering the affars of Babylon. Danid hed
warned him: “They shdl driveyou from
men, your dwelling shal bewith the beests
of thefield, and they shall makeyou est
grasslikeoxen. . . till you know that the
Mogt High rulesin the kingdom of men, and
givesit to whomever He chooses’ (Daniel
4:25). God made sure Nebuchadnezzar was
left with no excusefor disobeying Him.
Whenit wasall over, Nebuchadnezzar
issued aproclamation: “To dl peoples,
nations, and languagesthat dwell indl the
earth: Peace be multiplied to you. | thought
it good to declarethe sgnsand wonders
that the Most High God hasworked for me.
How greet are Hissigns, and how mighty
Hiswonderd Hiskingdomisan everlast-
ing kingdom, and Hisdominionisfrom
generation to generation” (verses 1-3).
The Babylonian king acknowledged
God's power and authority over the earth.
But we read no indication that he perma-
nently changed hisidolatrous ways and
began serving only thetrue God. He
cameto understand, however, thet
Danid’s God was greater than al the
other gods he worshiped.

A lesson of history
What God has shown, and higtory has
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repeatedly demondtrated, isthat neither
nationa leadersnor their peopleareable
congistently to obey God ontheir awn. Paul
summed it up when hewrote: “Whet then?
Arewe[Jews] better than they [gentiles]?
Not a dl. For we have previoudy charged
both Jews and Greeks[gentiles] thet they
aredl under Sn. Asitiswritten: ‘ Thereis
nonerighteous, no, not one; thereisnone
who undergtands; thereis nonewho seeks
after God. They havedl turned asde; they
havetogether become unprofitable; thereis
nonewho does good, no, not one’”
(Romans3:9-12).

Not until Jesus Chrigt establishesthe
Kingdom of God on earth, and God gives
His Spirit to“al flesh” (Jod 2:28; Acts
2:17, 38), to thosewho willingly repent, can
righteousness become widespread. God
reveded this sametruth to Nebuchadnezzar:
“...TheGod of heavenwill set up aking-
domwhich shal never be destroyed; and
the kingdom shall not beleft to other peo-
ple; it shal bresk in piecesand consumeal
these kingdoms, and it shdl stand forever”
(Danid 2:44).

Thistruthisthefocus of Bible prophecy.
Prophecy shows how the Creator God will
intervenein mankind'saffairsand establish
HisKingdom, which will bring peace,
righteousness and sdvation to dl humanity.

Bible prophecy isinternationa in scope.
Itiscentered on the only Ruler—Jesus
Chrigt, the Son of God—who can establish
utopiaon earth.

Now |et’s see how that promised utopia
will come about.

Illustration by Michael Woodruff




The End of

‘This Present Evil Age’

V /| ow as[Jesus| sat on the Mount
of Olives, the disciples cameto
Him privately, saying, ‘ Tell us,
when will these things be?
And what will bethe sign of Your coming,
and of theend of theage? ” (Matthew
24:3). They wanted to know when the age
of Satan—which the apostle Paul refers
to as“this present evil age” (Gaatians
1:4)—would give way to the Kingdom
of God.

Jesus explained that Hisreturn would be
preceded by “ great tribulation, such ashas
not been since the beginning of theworld
until thistime, no, nor ever shall be’
(Matthew 24:21).

Itisdifficult to imagine the magnitude
of suffering that will take place during
afew terrifying years at the end of our
age. Prophecy portraysthat time asthe
most violent and tumultuous period in
history. Jesus continued, “If that time of
troubles were not cut short, no living thing
couldsurvive. . ” (verse 22, Revised Eng-
lishBible).

Mercifully, that frightening time will
quickly pass. Immediately after it will
begin thewonderful eraof the Kingdom of
God, about which Danid wrote. Christ will
return at the conclusion of thet violent era
to establish permanent peace.

Why, then, will God alow those days of
war and chaosto occur?

The unseen hand of the archdeceiver

The Bible describes an evil beingwho
has deceived mankind. Through this decep-
tion he has made himself the ruler and god
of this present age. Just before Jesus Christ
returns, God Almighty will permit Satan
the devil finaly to bring about what he
sarted with the origind city of ancient
Babd, or Babylon (Genesis11:1, 4). Satan
used aman named Nimrod to organize the
many smal but rapidly multiplying tribes
of mankind into asystem quite different
fromwhat God intended.

Nimrod's kingdom wasthefirst
recorded attempt to unite al peopleintoa
singleempire (Genesis10:8-12). Hisambi-

purpose. It was humanity’sfirg attempt to
thwart God'sdesireto give each family
group itsown territory asan inheritance
(Genesis 10:32). God wanted mankind to
make use of the extended family asthe
foundetion for organization and Sructure.
Nimrod, however, persuaded the people of
histimeto rgect God'splaninfavor of a
single empire supported by astrong mili-
tary force.

of Satan’s dominion through human
government, culture and religion.

During the latter days of the kingdom
of Judah, inthe sixth century B.C., the
ancient city of Babylon expanded its
power to become the dominant regional
empire under the leadership of King Neb-
uchadnezzar 11 (the Nebuchadnezzar of
theBible).

At thetime of the end, Satan, for abrief

is difficult to imagine the magnitude of suffering that will

take place during a few terrifying years at the end of our

agé. Merciftlly, that frightening time will quickly pass.

Nimrod'sfollowerslacked faithin
God's protection, leadership and way of
life. They wanted to decide for themsdlves
how the earth should be organized and gov-
erned. They preferred to remain as one peo-
ple and organize themsalveswithout family
diginctions (Genesis11:1, 4).

What was God's reaction? Heinter-
vened in theincident at the Tower of
Babel and, by confusing their language,
compelled earth’s early inhabitants to
scatter and form separate nations as He
had intended (verses 6-8). Ever since,
God's prophets have used the term

tious effort, however, was contrary to God's - Babylon as a symbolic representation
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time, will again organize severd blocs
of nationsinto significant world powers
(Revelaion 9:16-18; 17:12-13).

The symbolic beast will rise again

Chapter 12 of Revelation pictures Satan
as"agredt, fiery red dragon having seven
heads and ten horns, and seven diademson
hisheads’ (verse 3). It describes Satan's
attempt to destroy Jesus Christ shortly after
Hishirth: “And the dragon stood beforethe
woman who was ready to give birth, to
devour her Child as soon asit was born”
(verse 4; compare Matthew 2:13-21).

Then the scene shiftsto thetime of the
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end: “Thereforergoice, O heavens, and
you who dwell in them! Woeto theinhabi-
tants of the earth and the seal For the devil
has come down to you, having grest wrath,
because he knowsthat he hasashort time”
(verse 12).

Next Revelation 13 beginswith a
description of “abeast rising up out of the
sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and
on hishornsten crowns, and on hisheadsa
blasphemous name’ (verse 1). Thisbeast
reflects characterigtics of four Smilar beasts
mentioned in one of Danidl’s prophetic
visons (Danid 7).

The gpostle John, who wrote the book
of Revelation, further describesthe beast
ashesaw it: “Now the beast which | saw
waslike aleopard, hisfeet werelikethe
feet of abear, and hismouth likethe
mouth of alion. Thedragon gave him his
power, histhrone, and great authority”
(Revelation 13:2).

Satan (the dragon) isthe power behind
the scenes. Thisend-time palitical and mili-
tary dliancewill reflect many of the fea-
tures of thefour ancient empiresthat began
with King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.

“The beast that you saw [having the
same basic characterigtics asthe four beasts
in Danid 7, which represent ancient Baby-
lon, Persia, Greece and Rome] was, and is
not, and will ascend out of the bottomless
pit and go to perdition. And those who
dwell on the earth will marvel, whose
names are not writteninthe Book of Life
from the foundation of theworld, when
they seethe beast that was, andisnot, and
yetis’ (Revelation 17:8).

With thefdl of Rome, that ancient
system supposedly cameto an end—
asif mortally wounded. But itssurprising
revival, from the ashes of the Roman
Empire, is described herein the book of
Revelation. “And | saw one of his heads
asif it had been mortally wounded, and
his deadly wound was hedled. And al the
world marveled and followed the beast”
(Revelation 13:3).

Noticethe power and influencethis
satanically guided governing system will
widdinthelast days. “ So they worshiped
the dragon who gave authority to the beest;
and they worshiped the beast, saying, ‘Who
islikethe beast?Who is able to make war
withhim? " (verse4). Theworld will fear
and marvel a the enormous power of this
dliance of netions.

Notice the configuration of thispolitica
and military dliance. “ Theten hornswhich
you saw are ten kingswho have received
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no kingdom asyet, but they receive author-
ity for one hour [ashort time] askingswith
the beest. These are of onemind, and they
will givetheir power and authority to the
beast. Thesewill makewar with the Lamb,
and the Lamb will overcomethem..”
(Revelaion 17:12-14).

Another beast

“Then | saw another beast coming up
out of the earth, and he had two hornslike
alamb [asif ingpired by or trying to imper-
sonate Christ] and spokelikeadragon
[Satan]. And he exercises dl the authority
of thefirgt beagt in his presence, and causes
the earth and those who dwell init to wor-
ship thefirst beast, whose deadly wound

 Bu . ®
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of nations or groups of nations). Sheisthe
world's chief advocate of Satan’s disgrace-
ful doctrines. She artfully preservesthe
pagan mysteries—the fundamentals of
ancient Babylon'sreligion—in her tradi-
tionsand teachings. Shewill beafierce
advocate of these ancient religious customs
and practicesat the end of thisage, again
making them internationally popular.
Who isthis spiritual harlot?“And the
woman whom you saw isthat great city
which reigns over the kings of the earth”
(verse 18). The ancient cities of Babylon
and Rome controlled vast empires, sub-
jecting many nations and kingsto their
traditions and culture. Prophecy reveals
that amodern city will assumeasimilar

washeded” (Revelaion 13:11-12). This
beast claimsto represent Jesus Chris—the
true Lamb of God (verse 8)—but actudly
speaksfor Satan concerning what humans
canworship.

In Revelation 17 thisbeast isaso pic-
tured as afdlen woman, aharlot. “And
| saw awoman sitting on ascarlet beast
which wasfull of names of blasphemy,
having seven heads and ten horns. The
woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet,
and adorned with gold and precious
stones and pearls, having in her hand a
golden cup full of abominationsand the
filthiness of her fornication. And on her
forehead aname was written: MYSTERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR-
LOTSAND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH” (verses 3-5).

Thefalen woman sitson and guidesthe
first beast (thedliance of 10 kings, rulers
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role at thetime of the end.

Thiscity will be powerfully influential
inthisworld'sreligious, political and
economic arenas. By thetimethefdlen
woman—this Babylon the Great—is
destroyed by Chrigt, “all the nations have
drunk of the wine of the wrath of her for-
nication, the kings of the earth have com-
mitted fornication with her, and the mer-
chants of the earth have becomerich
through the abundance of her [uxury”
(Revelation 18:3).

Thisisareligious power that will influ-
enceevery leve of society. For atime she
will be the pacesetter for theworld. Sheis
“the great harlot who sits on many waters,
with whom the kings of the earth commit-
ted fornication, and theinhabitants of the
earth were made drunk with the wine of
her fornication” (Revelation 17:1-2).

Satan will employ thetraditionsand
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“Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down
to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time” (Revela-
tion 12:12). The time of the end of Satan’s reign on earth will be marked by human
suffering and manmade and natural catastrophes unparalleled in history.

beliefs of this powerful city to decelvethe
world (Revelation 12:9). “The waters
which you saw, wherethe harlot Sits, are
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues
[languages]” (Revelation 17:15).

Satanwill also usetheleaders of these
two beaststo convincetheworld that anew
palitica and religiousdlianceisthekey to
lagting internationa peace. But the entire
systemwill be built on concepts that apped
to human reasoning, lust and vanity while
rgecting the revealed laws and ways of
God. Partly for that reason, the book of
Reveation aptly definesthisend-time
advocate of Satan'straditionsas” Babylon
the Great” (Revelation 16:19; 18:2).

Psalm 2:1-3 describesthe attitude of
rulersand other people who embrace
Satan’s principles: “Why do the nations
rage, and the people plot avain thing? The
kings of the earth set themselves, and the
rulerstake counsdl together, againgt the
Lorp and against HisAnointed, saying,
‘Let usbreak Their bondsin piecesand
cast away Their cordsfromus!” Satan's
political and religious systems are rooted
in the popular conviction that man hasthe
right to decidefor himself what isright
and wrong.

lllusion of peace

The devil boasted to Jesus Christ of his
power and control over “al the kingdoms
of theworld” (Matthew 4:8-9). Hewill
never willingly relinquish his powerful
influence over mankind. Thisiswhy the
world will experiencetheterrifying time
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prophesied by Jesus Chrig—atimethat, if
not cut short, would lead to the extinction
of human life (Matthew 24:21-22).

Satan, the master deceiver, often deludes
human agentsinto marketing his deceptive
arguments. He usesthem to champion his
basic concepts.

At thetime of the end Satan’s philoso-
phy will bevigoroudy promoted as marn-
kind'sfinal hopefor world peaceand
security (1 Thessaonians 5:2-3). It will be
championed astheworld's grestest oppor-
tunity to work together for the good of all.

Scripturerefersto Satan’smain advo-
caein thetime of the end as*the man of
sn. .., theson of perdition, who opposes
and exdtshimsdf aboved| that iscaled
God or that isworshiped, so that he sitsas
God inthetemple of God, showing himself
that heisGod” (2 Thessdonians 2:3-4).

Hiseffortswill be“according to the
working of Satan, with al power, signs,
and lying wonders, and with dl unrigh-
teous deception among those who perish,
because they did not receive the love of the
truth, that they might be saved. And for
thisreason God will send them strong
delusion, that they should believetheli€’
(verses 9-11). Thisman's persuasive
powerswill be enormous.

Tragically, multitudesfrom al nations
will believe hisclever lies. They will enthu-
Sadtically endorse the concepts Satan intro-
duced at the Tower of Babel. They will be
thoroughly deluded into believing decep-
tive assurances that these satanic concepts
will produce world peace and harmony.

A time of worldwide conflict

But these false promises of lagting pesce
and security will be short-lived. Satan's
end-time political kingdom will have afad
flaw that will rip itsunity apart.

God reved ed to the prophet Danidl thét,
initsfina phase, “the kingdom shall be
partly strong and partly fragile. Asyou saw
iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will
minglewith the seed of men; but they will
not adhere to one another, just asiron does
not mix with clay” (Daniel 2:42-43).

The nationsinvolved will be unableto
overridetheir differences. At the very end
“the ten hornswhich you saw on the beast
... will hate the harlot, make her desolate
and naked, egat her flesh and burn her with
fird’ (Revelaion 17:16).

Adding to the turmoil and conflict will
be kingsfrom east of the Euphrates River
who take part in “the battle of that greet day
of God Almighty” (Revelation 16:12-14).

Also, many propheciesimply the end-
time existence of people descended from
the 12 tribes of Isragl. Some of these
propheciesindicate that these descendants
of both the house of |srael and the house of
Judah—the Jews—will become objects of
Satan’'swrath (Danid 12:1; Jeremiah 31:7-
10; Revelation 7:2-4; 12:1, 13).

Remember that the gpostle John, in his
vison concerning Satan'spart in end-time
events, heard avoice exclaming: “Woeto
theinhabitants of the earth and the seal For
the devil has come down to you, having
greet wrath, because he knowsthat he has
ashorttime”’ (Revelation 12:12).

Satan’sintentions embody no concern
for thewefare of human beings. He wants
to use the factions of humanity for war, not
peace. Thedevil knows Jesus Chrigt will
soon return. Heisfully aware that his con-
trol over humanity will soon end. There-
fore, Bible prophecy reveds, Satan plans
to manipulate humanity’s effortsto achieve
lasting peace and unity asatool for venting
hisown anger againgt Chrigt.

Rather than enjoying peace and safety,
mankind will fal victim to Satan’s despera-
tion and wrath. The devil will onceagain
pit mankind againgt the true God. The
armies of many nationswill gather inthe
vicinity of Jerusalem for the most terrifying
military showdown in history. Jerusdemis
considered ahaly city by three of this
world'sgreatest religions. Geographicaly,
itisin oneof themost srategicaly impor-
tant locations on earth, the crossroads of
three continents: Africa, ASaand Europe.
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The battle of the great day
of God Almighty

To assemble these armies, Satan will
send “ spirits of demons, performing signs
.. tothekings of the earth and of the
wholeworld, to gather them to the battle
of that great day of God Almighty” (Reve-
lation 16:14). What the gathered generals,
other officersand soldierswill not redlize
isthat Satan plansto usethem to fight
Jesus Christ as He descends from heaven
(Revelation 19:11-19; Zechariah 14:3-4).

This*“greet day of God Almighty” (Rev-
elation 16:14) isdso cdled the* Day of the
Lord” inthe Scriptures. Theseterms, inthis
context, refer to thetimejust before Christ
returnswhen God will punish adefiant
humanity for itsrebelion. Itisthetime
when the nationsin Satan’s system will
bring on themselvesthe wrath of God
(Reveation 14:9-10).

A largefaction in thisfinal battle—
the beast power supported by a coalition
of 10 rulers—will amassitsarmieson
the plain near the ancient military
fortress of Megiddo in northern Isragl.
“And they gathered them together to the
place called in Hebrew, Armageddon”
(Revelation 16:16).

Thevery word Armageddon (from Har-
magedon, the hill of Megiddo) hasbecome
aterm for avest and decisve battle that
threstensdl life on the planet. That wasthe
point of Christ’s statement about thetime
of the end: Human survive isat steke!
Weapons of mass destruction are So power-
ful that life on earth can be destroyed many
timesover.

AsDanid said: “Atthat time. . . there
shall beatime of trouble, such asnever
was since there wasanation, evento that
time’ (Daniel 12:1). Without Jesus Chrigt’s
intervention to rescue the world from
Satan’s cunning and man’sfoolishness,
human life would be extinguished.

Maybe this seemstoo fantastic ever to
really occur. But itisreal. It will happen.
The apostle Paul spoke plainly of this
earth-shaking time: “ For you yourselves
know perfectly that the day of the Lord
s0 comes asathief inthe night [at an
unexpected time]. For when they say,
‘Peace and safety!” then sudden destruc-
tion comes upon them, aslabor pains
upon a pregnant woman. And they shall
not escape” (1 Thessalonians 5:2-3).

When theworld'sfind effort for interna
tiona unity toinsure* peace and safety”
fdlsapart, aworld war unlike anything man
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has ever seen will result. After abrief period
of unimaginable destruction, Chrigt will
interveneto prevent human annihilation
(Matthew 24:22).

God will humble the nations

Why must the world cometo thistragic
sate of affairs?What is God's purpose at
thiscritical timein history, the erathe Bible
cdls“the great and awesome day of the
Lorp"? (Jod 2:31).

God's ultimate goa hasdwaysbeento
bring dl peopleto repentance (2 Peter 3:9).
But universal repentanceisimpossbleas
long asmost peoplefollow Satan’'sleadin
proudly exalting human opinionsand tradi-
tions above the teaching of theliving God.

Long ago, through Isaiah, God
explained what He plansto accomplish
during the coming Day of the Lord. “ For
the day of the Lorp of hosts shall come
upon everything proud and lofty, upon
everything lifted up; and it shall be brought
low” (Isaiah2:12). Before Jesus Chrigt
returnsto assume rulership over the earth,
God plansto humbledl peoplewho will
respond to His correction.

The survivorsfrom thisbrief but deves-
tating period—especialy those descended
from ancient Israel and Judah—will be pri-
marily people whose hearts have softened
and been humbled by their experiences
(Isaiah 2:11). Through their trauma God
will prepare ahumbled people who will
willingly accept Christ’sleadership and
teaching when He returns.

The prophet Zephaniah explained that
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God uses catastrophes to humble people.
“... My determingtion isto gather the
nationsto My assembly of kingdoms, to
pour onthem My indignation, dl My fierce
anger; dl the earth shall be devoured with
thefireof My jedousy . . . for then | will
take away from your midst thosewho
rgoiceinyour pride, and you shdl no
longer be haughty in My holy mountain.

[ will leavein your midst a meek and
humble people. . ” (Zephaniah 3:8-12).

Though this passageis specificaly
directed toward the end-time remnant of
Israel and Judah, it graphically illudrates
how and why God humblesthe proud
and arrogant.

Through the prophet Ezekid God
explained why He urges mankind to repent
andturnfromsin; “Again, when | say tothe
wicked, ‘ You shall surely dig/ if heturns
from hissin and doeswhat islawful and
right, ... and walksin the statutes of life
without committing iniquity, he shall surely
live; he shdl not die” (Ezekid 33:14-15).
Isaiah 59:20 illugtrates the same principle:
“*The Redeemer will cometo Zion
[Jerusalem], and to those who turn from
transgression in Jacob, saysthe LorD.”

On the other hand, God promisesno
such rescuefor thosewho rgect His
correction and refuse to repent of their
arrogant and rebelliousways. They will
receive no divine protection from the hor-
rendous destruction that will ravege the
earth. “Behold, the day of the LorD
comes, crue, with both wrath and fierce
anger, to lay theland desolate; and He will



Bible prophecy indicates that, as the age
of man draws to a close, political and mili-
tary leaders will unleash violence and
destruction on an unimaginable scale.
Hundreds of millions will lose their lives.

destroy itssinnersfromiit” (Isaiah 13:9).

Preparing the world for Christ’s return

Many prophetic passages describe the
time of God's preparation of theworld to
accept the rule of Jesus Christ and the
establishment of the Kingdom of God. As
Crestor of the universe, God will demon-
drate Hisauthority and power over every-
thing He has crested. Mankind will haveno
excusefor refusing to honor Himwith the
respect due Hisname.

Why are drastic mesasures necessary?

Notice Paul’s description of humanity’s
prevailing attitude at thetime of the end:
“But know this, that in the last days per-
iloustimeswill come: For men will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient
to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving,
unforgiving, danderers, without self-
control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors,
headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God, having aform
of godliness but denying its power”

(2 Timothy 3:1-5).

Mankind's attitude and motivation must
change. The haughty, headstrong, unloving
and brutdl attitudes dominating the world at
thetime of the end must be dtered. God
knowsthat only the destruction of this
world's society—ironicaly, mostly by
man’'s own treachery and violence—will
adequately shock hardened human minds
into redizing that “this present evil age”
istoo corrupt to be preserved.

Our society israpidly deteriorating
morally and spiritually into the ungodly
attitudes and practices that Paul warned
would characterize the last days. Jesus
gives this warning to people perceptive
enough and willing to listen: “But
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take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts
be weighed down with carousing, drunk-
enness, and cares of thislife, and that
Day come on you unexpectedly. For it
will come asasnareon al those who
dwell on the face of the whole earth”
(Luke 21:34-35).

Not willing to repent

Evenintheterrifying midst of the
dying and destruction of theend time,
most people will cling to their evil ways.
“But the rest of mankind, who were not
killed by these plagues, did not repent of
theworks of their hands, that they should
not worship demons. . . And they did not
repent of their murders or their sorceries
or their sexual immordity or their thefts’
(Revelation 9:20-21).

Thetask of bringing mankind to repen-
tanceisneither smplenor quick, and it
cannot happen without suffering. People
have demongtrated throughout history that
most will not face up to their insunless
they persondly and immediately experi-
ence Sin'sdevastating consequences.

Theworld we know will regp the full
pendlty of itssins. God comparesend-time
eventsto an angel harvesting avine loaded
with grapes. “ So theangel thrust hissickle
into the earth and gathered the vine of the
earth, and threw it into the great winepress
of thewrath of God” (Revelation 14:19).
God will nolonger limit the destructiveness
of man or Satan—except to intervene just
before human annihilation can occur.

The prophet Zephaniah described that
day of reckoning for mankind's collective
evil and rebellion: “ The great day of the
Lorpis. ..aday of wrath, aday of trouble
and distress, aday of devastation and deso-
lation . .. ‘1 will bring distress upon men,
and they shdl wak like blind men,
because they have sinned against the
Loro; their blood shall be poured out like
dust, and ther flesh like refuse’ Neither
their silver nor their gold shall be ableto
deliver themintheday of theLorD’s
wrath .. " (Zephaniah 1:14-18).

Jesus describesthistime asone of “great
digressintheland and wrath upon this
people. .. They will fal by the edge of the
sword, and beled away captiveinto all
nations’ (Luke 21:23-24). Heaso explains
that “ Jerusalem will betrampled by Gen-
tilesuntil the times of the Gentilesareful-
filled” (verse24). God will alow gentiles
to “tread the haly city underfoot for forty-
two months’—aperiod of 3% years—just
before Jesusreturns (Revelation 11:2).

How the past relates to the future

Jesustiesthe futureto the roots of the
crisisét the close of the age. To understand
theimportance of Jerusaem at thetime of
the end, we need to go back in history to
thefirst fal of Jerusdlemto control of gen-
tiles. Jerusden’sfal directly relaesto
eventsat theend of the age.

In587 B.C. the Babylonian Empire
captured and destroyed Jerusdlem. This
momentous event, along with the capture
and exile of Jerusdem’sresidents, wasthe
final punishment God meted out onthe
ancient nations of Israel and Judah. It
brought to an end the direct rule of King
David'sdynasty over theHoly Land and
the city of Jerusalem. Jesus Christ will per-
manently reestablish and rulefrom David's
throne at Hisreturn (Luke 1:32-33).

Psalm 106:40-42 summarizesthe cap-
tivity of Israel and Judah: “ Therefore the
wrath of the Lorp waskindled against His
people, so that He abhorred Hisown inher-
itance. And He gave them into the hand of
the Gentiles, and those who hated them
ruled over them. Their enemiesaso
oppressed them, and they were brought
into subjection under their hand.”

From that time forward the hope of
Israel’sand Judah's descendants has been
expressed in this prayer: “ Saveus, O LorD
our God, and gather usfrom among the
Gentiles, to givethanksto Your holy name,
totriumphinYour praise’ (verse 47).
Through His prophets God promised
ancient |srael and Judah Hewould bring
them back to their land at the coming of
the Messiah.

But the prophets aso reved thet, imme-
diately beforetherule of the Messiah,
Jerusalem will once again be under therule
and influence of gentiles. Even today, with
aJewish state reestablished in the Holy
Land, many other nations, along with the
native Arab population, contest Jewish
authority over the origind city of Jerusdlem
(East Jerusalem). The Temple Mount
remainsunder Idamic control. Jerusdemis
dtill atroubled and divided city, aconstant
source of internationd friction.

Jerusalem at the time of the end

Jerusalem isthe foca point of many
significant end-time eventsforetold in
the Bible. “ But when you see Jerusdlem
surrounded by armies,” warned Jesus,
“then know that its desolationisnear . . .
For these are the days of vengeance,
that all things which are written may be
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The Coming

esus Christ's Olivet prophecy, recorded for us in Matthew 24,

Mark 16 and Luke 21, is one of the Bible's most well-known
prophecies. Jesus warns of a coming time of unprecedented tur-
moil and trouble. He instructs His followers in Judea to flee when
they see the ““abomination of desolation,” spoken of by Daniel
the prophet” (Matthew 24:15, emphasis added throughout).

What is the abomination of desolation? Can the Bible provide
us the meaning? Is this prophecy only for the people of Daniel’s or
Christ's day, or is it a warning for a time yet ahead of us?

The abomination in the book of Daniel

When Jesus spoke of this abomination of desolation, He was
referring to Daniel 11:31 and 12:11. God revealed to Daniel that
“there shall be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred
since nations first came into existence” (Daniel 12:1, New
Revised Standard Version). Then, in verse 12, Daniel learns that
the abomination involves the cessation of daily sacrifices.

A key to understanding prophecy is the principle of duality—
that some prophecies can have more than one fulfillment. This
means a prophecy may be partially fulfilled but will not be com-
pletely fulfilled until a later time. To understand Christ's words we
must look at three fulfillments—two historic and one future—of
prophecies about the abomination of desolation.

When the Babylonian ruler Nebuchadnezzar invaded the king-
dom of Judah in 606 B.C., he took many of the most intelligent of
the Jewish youths to Babylon to serve in his court. Daniel, who
wrote the book that bears his name around 535 B.C., was taken
to Babylon with the first of the Jewish captives and trained to
serve in Nebuchadnezzar's government.

Daniel 8 records a remarkably specific prophecy of events
that would affect Jerusalem and Judea. Daniel saw a vision of
a ram with power to stand against all other animals (verses 1-
4). A goat with a “notable horn” would destroy the ram
(verses 5-7). The goat's horn was to grow strong but would
break off and be replaced by four horns (verse 8). Out of the
four horns would come a small horn that would grow and
invade the “Glorious Land,” establishing the “transgression of
desolation” (verses 9-14).

We then read that God sent the angel Gabriel to reveal to
Daniel the meaning of this vision. We find that the ram represents
the kingdom of Media and Persia and the goat the kingdom of
Greece. The goat's large horn is the first Grecian king, who was to
precede four more kings (verses 15-22).

Just as God had revealed to Daniel, the Greeks, under
Alexander the Great, overthrew the Persian Empire in 331 B.C.
When Alexander died in 323, his empire was divided among
four of his generals:

¢ Ptolemy, who ruled Egypt, part of Syria and Judea.

¢ Seleucus, who ruled the other part of Syria, Babylon and the
territory east to India.

e Lysimachus, who ruled Asia Minor.

¢ Cassander (Antipater), who ruled Greece and Macedonia.

Historians record that the four kingdoms rising out of Alexan-
der’s empire eventually coalesced into a northern kingdom ruled
by the Seleucids and a southern kingdom ruled by the Ptolemies.

According to Daniel’s vision, these four kings were to be fol-
lowed by a “small horn.” This horn was to take away the daily
sacrifices of the temple (verse 11). Of course, at the time of
Daniel’s prophecy no temple existed in Jerusalem and no sacri-
fices were being offered; the temple had been destroyed in the

" Abomination of Desolation”

Babylonian invasions several decades before Daniel recorded
this prophecy.

However, shortly after Daniel wrote his book his fellow
refugees from Judah were allowed to return to their homeland.
There they rebuilt Jerusalem and the temple and renewed the
temple sacrifices.

Daniel’s vision now sweeps across time some 3% centuries into
the future, to 167 B.C. At that time one of the Seleucid rulers, Anti-
ochus IV (Antiochus Epiphanes), invaded Judah (Daniel 8:23-27).

The first partial fulfillment

The noncanonical but historical book of 1 Maccabees describes
the actions of Antiochus
Epiphanes. “The king
then issued a proclama-
tion to his whole king-
dom that all were to
become asingle people,
each nation renouncing
its particular customs.. . .
The king also sent edicts
by messenger to Jeru-
salem and the towns of
Judah, directing them
to adopt customs for-
eign to the country,
banning burnt offer-
ings, sacrifices and liba-
tions from the sanctu-
ary, profaning Sabbaths
and feasts, defiling the
sanctuary and every-
thing holy, building
altars, shrines and tem-
ples for idols, . . . so that
they should forget the Law and revoke all observance of it. Any-
one not obeying the king’s command was to be put to death”
(1 Maccabees 1:41, 44-50, New Jerusalem Bible).

Punishment was swift and brutal. Women who had their sons
circumcised were killed and their babies hung around their necks
(verses 60-61). Anyone continuing in faithful obedience to God
was executed (verses 62-64).

Not content merely to stop the sacrifices, Antiochus desecrated
the temple. ... A bearded image of the pagan deity [Jupiter
Olympus] . . . [was] set up upon the Temple altar. The Jews popu-
larly spoke of this as “the abomination of desolation.’ Greek sol-
diers and their paramours performed licentious heathen rites in
the very Temple courts. Swine were sacrificed on the altar”
(Charles Pfeiffer, Between the Testaments, 1974, p. 81).

Daniel (in Daniel 8:14) hears that these desecrations will con-
tinue for “two thousand three hundred days” or 2,300 “evenings
and mornings” (NIV, NRSV, REB and other translations). The tem-
ple service included a morning and evening sacrifice. Twenty-
three hundred morning and evening sacrifices amounted to
1,150 days. Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated the temple and
halted sacrifices in 167 B.C. Judas Maccabeus resumed the sacri-
fices in 164 B.C. after cleansing and rededicating the temple.
These events are commemorated in the Jewish community by
the Feast of Hanukkah.

Daniel 8 is a detailed prophecy of the first “abomination of

The rise of the empire of Alexander
the Great was prophesied by Daniel
well before Alexander rose to con-
quer most of the known world.
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desolation” affecting the temple sacrifices for 1,150 days.
Antiochus’s actions partially fulfilled this prophecy.

Notice, however, that Daniel’s prophecy of the abomination of
desolation also has a fulfillment at “the appointed time of the
end” (verse 19, NRSV).

The second partial fulfillment

In A.D. 64 Jerusalem and Judea were again in an uproar. The
Roman emperor Nero had begun slaughtering Christians in and
around Rome. Rumors of war became reality in 66 when Roman
soldiers killed thousands of people in Jerusalem. The Jews
revolted. The legion sent to quell the rebellion was defeated.
Then, in 67, Vespasian invaded Judea with a Roman army.

Jesus had warned the inhabitants of Jerusalem of a future
siege and destruction: “For the days will come upon you when
your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround
you and close you in on every side” (Luke 19:43).

Luke’s version of the Olivet prophecy supplies another warn-
ing: “...When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then you
know that its desolation is near” (Luke 21:20).

Parts of Jesus’ Olivet prophecy were to have two fulfillments.
The first occurred in the lifetime of many of those who had
rejected Jesus as Messiah. They lived to see some aspects of Christ's
prophecy come to pass with the siege and fall
of Jerusalem. Other parts of His prophecy,
however, have yet to be fulfilled. ;

Just as the partial fulfillment of
the abomination of desolation by
Antiochus Epiphanes involved cap-
turing Jerusalem and defiling the
temple, so would the partial fulfill-
ment of Christ's prophecy in the first
century involve similar events.

The first-century Jewish historian Jose-
phus describes the siege of Jerusalem as
one of the most bloody in history. Famine
and diseases wracked the weakened popu-
lace. Josephus records strange events,
including people seeing visions of soldiers
and chariots in the clouds. On the Feast of
Pentecost the temple shook and the priests
“heard the sound as of a great multitude, saying, ‘Let us remove
hence'" (Wars of the Jews, Book VI, Chapter V, Section 3).

In 70 Titus captured Jerusalem and erected an idol on the dev-
astated temple altar. Josephus claims 1.1 million Jews were killed
and 97,000 enslaved in the war and siege (Wars, VI, ix, 3).

The second fulfillment of the abomination of desolation ended
with the destruction of the temple at the hands of the Romans.
The temple was destroyed and the priesthood and sacrifices abol-
ished, ushering in a condition that continues to this day.

However, Christ’s Olivet prophecy is primarily concerned with
His second coming. After all, Jesus Christ gave this prophecy in
response to the disciples’ plea: “. . . What will be the sign of Your
coming, and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3).

Antiochus

The future abomination of desolation

Paul tells us that a major religious figure will arise at the time
of the end.

Notice 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4: “Let no one deceive you by any
means; for that Day [of Christ's return] will not come unless the
falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of
perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called
God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of

Epiphanes, shown o N
here on assilver coin of h/s

reign, outlawed many of the
Jews’ religious practices and des-
ecrated the Jerusalem temple by
sacrificing swine on the altar.

God, showing himself that he is God.”

This apostate leader will be destroyed by Christ at His second
coming (verses 5-8), but not before he has deceived many with
“power, signs, and lying wonders” (verses 9-12).

This description fits prophecies of the second beast in Revela-
tion 13:11-14. Echoing Paul’s warning, Revelation warns us that
this leader “performs great signs, so that he even makes fire
come down from heaven . . . And he deceives those who dwell
on the earth.”

Since the first two fulfillments of the abomination of desola-
tion involved the cessation of sacrifices, it appears that sacrifices
will again be instituted before Christ's return. Daniel 12:9-13
describes the abomination of desolation as occurring at “the time
of the end.” Apparently once again sacrifices will be initiated at
or near Jerusalem; armies again will surround Jerusalem, and the
sacrifices will be cut off.

In the footsteps of Antiochus

A great religious leader will play a pivotal role in end-time
events. In addition to performing great miracles, he “exalts him-
self above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits
as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God"
(2 Thessalonians 2:4). His deceptive powers will be so great that
most people will believe he is God's direct representative if not a
divine being himself.

God, however, calls him “the lawless one”
(verse 3, NRSV). He represents a system that
opposes God's law. Antiochus Epiphanes,
who engineered the original abomina-
tion of desolation, may well be the fore-
runner of this end-time “man of sin.”

Antiochus Epiphanes tried to stamp
out worship of God and ruthlessly perse-
¥ cuted all who remained obedient to Him.
“" Many prophecies tell us that history will repeat
itself. Many of God's faithful followers will again be
persecuted and murdered at the time of the end
(John 15:18-20; 16:2; Revelation 6:9-11; 17:6; 20:4).

Revelation 13 describes an end-time religious
leader who will “cause as many as would not wor-
ship the image of the beast to be killed” (verse 15).
Government and religious powers will be brought to bear on
those who see through this deception and are faithful to God.
Christ’s end-time warning to true Christians—"they will deliver
you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all
nations for My name’s sake” (Matthew 24:8-9)—will be fulfilled.

A warning for today

Jesus encouraged His followers to “watch therefore, for you do
not know what hour your Lord is coming” (Matthew 24:42).
Understanding the first two fulfillments of the abomination of
desolation, we can be alert for coming prophesied events:

* Moves to reintroduce daily sacrifices in Israel.

¢ The rise of the “man of lawlessness,” a religious figure who
claims to speak for God.

e Geopolitical events that will lead to armies massing around
Israel and Jerusalem.

God will send His Son to earth to save mankind from self-
destruction. But before Christ's return the world will suffer a
“great tribulation” like no other time in history. Christians, how-
ever, aren't left without information concerning end-time events.

Be sure to request your free copy of Are We Living in the
End Time? for additional understanding of Bible prophecy.

From left: Corbis Bettmann, courtesy Trustees of the British Museum
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fulfilled” (Luke 21:20-22).

Many prophecies seem to indicate these
eventswill betriggered by the Jawsdesig-
neting a“ holy place” in which they will
again offer morning and evening animal
sacrifices. Thiscould so inflame other
naionsthat the leader of the codition of 10
rulersforming the beast power might inter-
vene and set up an “abomination”—adhibli-
cal term for an idolatrous statue or other
image—in thisdesignated “ holy place”
(Daniel 12:9-11). Thisscenario seemsto be
the mogt likely way these prophecies could
befulfilledin light of current conditions.

Noticetheterrible significance Jesus
places on thisevent: “ So when you see
gtanding in the holy place ‘the abomination
that causes desolation, spoken of through
the prophet Daniel—|et the reader under-
stand—then let thosewho arein Judeaflee
to the mountains. Let no one on the roof of
his house go down to take anything out of
the house. Let no oneinthefield go back to
get hiscloak. How dreedful it will bein
those daysfor pregnant women and nurs-
ing mothers! Pray that your flight will not
take place in winter or on the Sabbath. For
then therewill be greet distress, unequaled
from the beginning of the world until
now—and never to be equalled again”
(Matthew 24:15-21, NIV).

Witnesses for God and Satan

Jerusdlemwill bethefocus of other cru-
cia eventsduring thisfateful time. God
will send to Jerusalem two prophets—as
Histwo witnesses—to prophesy and per-
formmiracleson Hisbehdf. Likethe
prophet Elijahin ancient Isradl, they
will testify to thewholeworld that it is
deceived, that it hasrejected the true God
infavor of anidolatrouslifestylereflecting
Satan’'sevil influence.

“*And | will give power to my two wit-
nesses, and they will prophesy onethou-
sand two hundred and sixty days[3: years|
...Andif anyonewantsto harmthem, fire
proceeds from their mouth and devours
their enemies. And if anyonewantsto harm
them, hemugt bekilled inthismanner.
These have power to shut heaven [asdid the
prophet Elijah of old], sothat norainfdlsin
the days of their prophecy; and they have
power over watersto turn them to blood,
andto srikethe earth with dl plagues, as
often asthey desre’ (Revelation 11:3-6).

But Satan hasanticipated thisand is
prepared to resist God. Hewill ready his
own counterfeits of God'stwo witnesses.
Thesetwo tools of Satan are propheticaly
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designated as“the beast” and a“fase
prophet who worked signsin his[the
beast’s| presence, by which he deceived
those who received the mark of the beast
and those who worshiped hisimage”
(Revelation 19:20).

Paired off against each other for 42
months, or 3% years, will bethese opposing
pairsof spiritud leaders: one pair repre-
senting God, the other pair representing
Satan and hissystem.

=

The beast of Revelation

Itisimportant at thispoint to understand
thet in the book of Revelation theterm beast
can designate ether Satan’s governmental
or rdigious system or the charismatic leader
who isthe human heed of the governmenta
system. Asin prophecies of Danid, both the
structureand itsleader are represented asa
beast that devours opponents.

Notice theinfluence the leeder of the
codition of 10 rulersforming the beast
power will wield over theworld at that
time. “And al theworld marveled and
followed the beast. So they worshiped the
dragon who gave authority to the beest; and
they worshiped the beast, saying, ‘Whois
likethe beast?Who is able to make war
with him? And he was given amouth
speaking greet things and blasphemies,
and he was given authority to continue for
forty-two months. Then he opened his
mouth in blasphemy against God, to blas-
pheme Hisname, Histabernacle, and
those who dwell in heaven. It was granted
to him to make war with the saintsand to
overcomethem” (Revelation 13:3-7).

The offense of these saintsin theeyes of
Satanistheir dlegianceto God in the face of
the devil’'sdomingtion of theworld. Satan
will “makewar with. . . [those] who keep
the commandments of God and havethe
testimony of JesusChrigt” (Revelation
12:17), persecuting and killing those faithful
Chridians (Matthew 24:9).

Putting it in context

Theeventsat thetime of theend arethe
climax of trendsthat began in the Garden
of Eden. There Satan persuaded Adam and
Eveto defy God'scommands. At thetime
of theend, God will draw aclear distinc-
tion between peoplewho live by His com-
mandments and those who devise their
own religiouspracticesand rules of life
under Satan’sinfluence. When dl issaid
and done, thewinnerswill be“those who
do Hiscommandments’ and therefore
“havetheright to thetree of life, and may
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Jesus Christ warned that unless the terri-
fying events of the time of the end were
cut short, “no living thing could survive”
(Matthew 24:22, Revised English Bible).
Only in recent decades, with the introduc-
tion of horrifying advances in nuclear,
chemical, biological and conventional
weapons, has it been possible for this
sobering prophecy to be fulfilled.

enter through the gatesinto the city [New
Jerusdlem]” (Revelaion 22:14).

Let’snext put Satan’s determination to
destroy God's peoplein alarger context. In
avision the gpostle John watched God the
Father give Jesus Chrig, in the presence of
many witnesses, the greater part of the
book of Revelation. It wasintheform of a
scroll. Thisscroll contained descriptions of
significant eventsrelated to Christ’s second
coming. But it was sealed with seven sedls.
Only Jesus Himsdlf was found worthy to
bresk the seelsand open it to our under-
standing (Revelation 4-5).

John had madeit clear in Revelation
1:10that the“Lord'sDay,” or Day of the
Lord, isthe primary subject of thesevisons
from Christ. They strip off the veil from the
Old Testament propheciesthat speak of
God'sjudgment on the nations.

Opening the seals

In Revelaion 6 Christ bresksthe seven
sealsand unveilstheir meaning. Thefirst
four represent the religious deception,
wars, famines and epidemicsthat lead up
tothetime of theend (Revelaion 6:1-8).
Satan’s end-time persecution of God's peo-
ple, asdescribed in the fifth sedl (verses9-
11), and the heavenly signs of the Sixth sedl
(verses 12-16) dso begin before “the great
day of Hiswrah” (verse 17)—beforethe
Day of theLord.

Thefirst six sedls correspond to the
signs Chrigt described in His Olivet
prophecy, recorded in Matthew 24, Mark
13and Luke 21. Jesuscalsthem “the



beginning of sorrows’ (Metthew 24:8).
These precede the time of God' swrath, the
Day of the Lord. Once these conditionsand
events begin, they continueto the very end
of the age. Theintensity of destruction
rapidly increases from their cumulative
effectsasthe end gpproaches.

Thefirg 9x sedsin Revelaion 6 summa:
rizemagor eventsand conditionsthat lead to
the Day of the Lord. Theremainder of the
book of Revelation concentrates primarily
onwhat hgppensduring the Day of the

Lord. At that time God'sjudgment will fal
onthenations, which are deceived by Baby-
lon the Great. Thiswill occur just before
Chrigt establishesthe Kingdom of God.

Persecution, tribulation
and heavenly signs

Itisimportant that we understand the
relationship between thefifth, sixth and
seventh sedls. Thefifth sedl describes
Satan’swar on God's people, the end-time
persecution and martyrdom of many of
thosewho remain faithful to God: “When
He opened thefifth sedl, | saw under the
altar the souls of thosewho had been dain
for theword of God and for the testimony
which they held. And they cried with aloud
voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and
true, until You judge and avenge our blood
on thosewho dwell ontheearth? Then. ..
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it was said to them that they should rest a
littlewhilelonger, until both the number of
their fellow servantsand their brethren,
who would bekilled asthey were, was
completed” (Revelation 6:9-11).

Jesusfurther described the persecution
and martyrdom of Hisfaithful servantsat
thisbloody and dangeroustime. “Then
they will deliver you up to tribulation and
kill you, and you will be hated by al
nationsfor My name's sake. And then
many will be offended, will betray one
another, and will hate one another. Then
many false prophetswill riseup and
deceive many. And becauise lawlessness
will abound, thelove of many will grow
cold. But hewho enduresto the end shall
besaved” (Mathew 24:9-13).

Christ describesthisfrightening time as
one of “greet tribulation,” an eraunparal-
leledin higtory. “For thenthere will be
grest tribulation, such as has not been since
the beginning of theworld until thistime,
no, nor ever shdl be. And unlessthose days
were shortened, no flesh would be saved;
but for the dect’s sake those days will be
shortened” (verses 21-22).

Jesus explainswhat must happen next.
“Immediately after thetribulation of those
daysthe sunwill be darkened, and the
moonwill not giveitslight; the starswill
fdl from heaven, and the powers of the
heavenswill be shaken” (verse 29).

Now notice how this correspondsto the
sixth sedl in Revelation 6:12-16: “| looked
when He opened the sixth sedl, and behold,
therewas agreet earthquake; and the sun
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the
moon became like blood. And the Sars of
heaven fdl tothe earth, asafig treedrops
itslatefigswhenit is shaken by amighty
wind. Thenthe sky receded asascroll
whenitisrolled up, and every mountain
and idand was moved out of its place’
(Revelation 6:12-14).

“And the kings of the earth, the great
men, therich men, the commanders, the
mighty men, every dave and every free
man, hid themsdlvesin the cavesandin
therocks of themountains, and said tothe
mountainsand rocks, ‘ Fall onusand hide
usfrom theface of Him who stsonthe
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!””
(verses 15-16).

The sixth seal announces and introduces
the Day of the Lord. “ For the great day of
Hiswrath has come, and whoisableto
gand?’ (verse 17). The prophet Joel con-
firmsthat thetime of greet tribulation and
the heavenly signs precede the Day of the

Lord. “Thesun shal beturned into dark-

ness, and the moon into blood, beforethe
coming of the great and awesome day of

theLorp” (Jod 2:31).

The Day of the Lord arrives

The Day of theLord isthetime of God's
wrath—Hisjudgment on any who have set
themsalves against Him and Hispeople. It
isthetimeof hisjudgment and punishment
of theworld for itsarrogance and disobedi-
enceto Hiscommandments.

Noticewhat happenswhen Christ opens
the next sedl. “When He opened the seventh
sedl, therewas Slencein heaven for about
half an hour. And | saw the saven angdls
who stand before God, and to them were
given seventrumpets’ (Revelation 8:1-2).

Thisisthetime written about Sncethe
beginning of written prophecy (Luke
21:22). Eventheangdsin heaven are silent
while Jesus Chrigt bresks the awesome sev-
enth sedl. What it reveasisrecorded in
symbols portraying the mgjor events of the
Day of theLord.

The judgments and punishments of the
Day of the Lord are announced by seven
angels blowing saven trumpets. The seven
trumpets represent the totdity of God's
intervention in the affairs of man at the
time of theend. Let’sbriefly look at the
nature of the punishmentsthat comprise
that intervention.

The seven trumpet plagues

The punishments announced by the
firg four trumpets devestate the earth’s
ecology—mankind's environmental
support system. A third of thetreesare
destroyed in thefirst trumpet disaster, a
third of ocean lifeisdestroyed in the sec-
ond, athird of theworld's freshwater sup-
ply becomes unusablein thethird disaster,
and it appearsthat the atmosphereispol-
luted and darkened in the fourth trumpet
catastrophe (Revelation 8:6-12).

Though many die during these cata-
strophic events (verse 11), God isimpress-
ing on mankind that life on the planet exists
at Hispleasure. Asthe gpostle Paul told the
Athenians, “in Him we live and move and
haveour being” (Acts17:28). God is
reminding theworld in the only language
everyone can understand that He, the Cre-
ator of life, can dsotakelife away.

Theeffects of thelast three trumpetsare
then directed specificaly toward theinhab-
itants of the earth, rather than just toward
their surroundings. “And | looked, and
| heard an angel flying through the midst
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of heaven, saying with aloud voice, “Woe,
woe, woeto theinhabitants of the earth,
because of the remaining blasts of the
trumpet of the three angel swho are about
tosound!” (Revelation 8:13). Now God
beginsto punish peopledirectly.

Under the punishments of thefifth trum-
pet, men are not killed but are tormented
“for five months. Their torment waslike
the torment of ascorpion wheniit strikes
aman” (Revelation 9:5).

Then the command is given “to the
sixth angel who had the trumpet, ‘ Release
the four angelswho are bound at the great
river Euphrates. So the four angels, who
had been prepared for the hour and day
and month and year, were released to kill
athird of mankind. Now the number of the
army of the horsemen was two hundred
million..." (Revelation 9:14-16).

Though these propheciesare couched in
symbolic language, the astounding number
of deaths caused by smoke, fireand brim-
stoneindicate that theworld'sarmieswill
finaly unleash their horrifying wespons
of massdestruction. God will alow thisto
happen. Then the massive devadtation of
human lifewill begin.

Theindescribable carnage from the war-
fareispart of God'sjudgments on rebd -
liousmankind. At that time angelswill aso
release “the seven last plagues’ inwhich
“thewrath of God iscomplete’ (Revelation
15:1). Thistime coincideswith Christ's
warning that nothing would surviveif He
did not return (Matthew 24:22).

A triumphant announcement

Finaly, the most important event of
al occursét thetimethefina trumpetis
blawn: “ Then the saventh angel sounded:
And there were loud voicesin heaven,
saying, ‘ Thekingdoms of thisworld have
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of

-

The Plain of Megiddo, also known as the Valley of Esdraelon, or Jezreel, stretches
into the distance in this view of northern Israel. The highlands of northern Israel are
to the right. The ancient fortress of Megiddo historically controlled access to a vital
pass through these mountains. Shortly before Jesus Christ returns, armies will mass
near here and will fight the returning Jesus Christ near Jerusalem.

His Chrigt, and He shall reign forever and
everl’” (Revelaion 11:15).

At that time Chrigt will “ destroy those
who destroy the earth” (verse 18). This
includesthat entire system called Babylon
the Grest, whose satanic roots thread back
to the dawn of human history: “Thena
mighty angel took up astonelikeagreat
millstone and threw it into the sea, saying,
‘Thuswith violencethe grest city Babylon
shal be thrown down, and shdl not be
found anymore’ " (Reveletion 18:21).

John describes Chrigt’svictory at
JerusdlemintheValey of Jehoshaphat
(seedso Jod 3:2, 12-14) during the
accompanying battle: “Now | saw [in
avison] heaven opened, and behold, a
white horse. And He who sat on him was
called Faithful and True, and in righteous-
ness He judgesand makeswar .. .And |
saw the beast, thekings of the earth, and
their armies, gathered together to make
war against Him who sat on the horseand
againg Hisarmy.

“Then the beast was captured, and with
him the fa se prophet who worked signsin

his presence, by which he deceived those
who received the mark of the beast and
those who worshiped hisimage. Thesetwo
were cast diveinto thelake of fire burning
with brimstone. And the rest werekilled
with the sword which proceeded from the
mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And
al thebirdswerefilled with their flesh”
(Revelation 19:11-21).

Something else must happen before
Jesus Christ can begin Hisearthly reign:
Satan must be restrained and removed from
his dominance over theworld. “Then | saw
an angel coming down from heaven, hav-
ing the key to the bottomless pit and agreat
chainin hishand. Helaid hold of the
dragon, that serpent of old, who isthe Devil
and Satan, and bound him for athousand
years’ (Revelation 20:1-2).

With organized opposition removed,
Christ can now begin the work of bringing
genuine peace and righteousnessto
mankind. In the next chapter wewill see
God's prophets description of theincredi-
bleworld Jesus Chrigt will build asHe
restores the rule and ways of God.

What Is ‘the Lord’s Day'?

ome people mistakenly assume that, when the apostle John

wrote that he “was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day” (Revela-
tion 1:10), he was worshiping on Sunday and experienced the
vision on that day. But nowhere does the Bible define “Lord’s
Day"” as the first day of the week. If this were referring to a
day of the week, we would have to conclude that John meant
the seventh day, since Jesus Christ said He was the “Lord of the
Sabbath” (Mark 2:28), not some other day of the week.

However, the context of John's vision shows that he was-
n't referring to a day of the week at all. Instead, he wrote
that the vision transported him forward into that time the

Bible elsewhere calls the “day of the Lorp,” “day of the Lord
Jesus Christ” and “day of Christ"” (Jeremiah 46:10; Zephaniah
1:14; Acts 2:20; 1 Corinthians 1:8; 5:5; 2 Corinthians 1:14;
1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:2; 2 Peter 3:10).

These terms are not speaking of a specific 24-hour period.
Instead, they refer to the end-time events surrounding the
return of Jesus Christ, when He will personally and directly
intervene in human affairs. Thus these terms indicate the end
of the age of man'’s rule and the beginning of the age of Jesus
Christ. This is the theme of the book of Revelation and the
Lord's Day John saw in vision.
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The Millennial Reign of
Jesus Christ

hen Jesus Christ returnsto
earth Hewill initiate “the
time of universal restora:
tion that God announced
long ago through his holy prophets’ (Acts
3:21, NRSV). Those prophets consis-
tently assured ancient |srael and Judah
that arighteous King would restore God's
Kingdom to earth.

The prophetsreved the exact spot to
which the Messiah, God's anointed King,
will return: “And inthat day Hisfeet will
stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces
Jerusdemontheeast” (Zechariah 14:4).
Starting with Jerusalem as His capitd city,
Hewill expand Hisreign to theworld
(verses9).

Once God'sKingdom is established in
Jerusalem among the people of Israd,
Christ will ask representatives of all
natiionsto cometo Jerusalemto learn
about Hislaws. Hewill summon themto
Jerusalem to attend God's Feast of Taber-
nacles. “Andit shall cometo passthat
everyonewhoisleft of dl the nations
which came againgt Jerusdlem shal go up
from yesar to year to worship the King, the
Lorp of hosts, and to keep the Feast of
Tabernacles’ (verse 16).

Not al nationswill immediately coop-
erate. Remember, Satan had organized
these same nationsto fight Christ at His
return. They will not quickly accept Him
even after Satan isbound. Therefore
Christ will “judge between the nations,
and rebuke many people. . " (Isaiah 2:4).
Early in Christ’sreign, strong measures
still will be necessary to convince most
nationsthat He intends to enforce the
laws of God.

How will He makethis clear, especialy
to nationswho obstinately refuseto attend
the Feast of Tabernacles? His means of
communicating His message to them will
be gtraightforward. He will smply demon-
strate His control over the natural forces of
earth. “And it shall bethat whichever of
the families of the earth do not come up to
Jerusalem to worship the King, the LorD
of hogts, on themtherewill benorain”
(Zechariah 14:17).

Thenationswill quickly learn that their
existence depends on God's blessing.

Good wesather and bountiful cropsare
blessngsfrom God. From thistimefor-
ward only nationsthat obey God will resp
those blessings. All otherswill not. Such
asystemwill serve asaconvincing argu-
ment. In time, al nationswill respond.

Let'snow examine some of the specifics
of Chrigt’sreign asthe King of Kings.

Rewarding the saints

Jesus Christ has promised to reward
people who through the ages have faith-
fully served Him (Revelation 11:18;
22:12). Noticetheir part in His Kingdom:
“ Blessed and holy ishewho has part in
thefirst resurrection. Over such the sec-
ond death has no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall
reign with Hima thousand years’
(Revelation 20:6).

From the beginning of Christ’smillen-
nia reign thefaithful servants of God—
including many who will have suffered
severe persecution and martyrdom—uwill
serve astheteachers and administrators of
that wonderful world to come. They will
assis Chrigtin teaching the ways of peace
and righteousness to the nations. Thiswill
fulfill Chrigt’s promiseto His Church: “To
him who overcomes | will grant to sit with
Meon My throne, as| aso overcame and
sat down with My Father on Histhrone”
(Revelation 3:21).

The prophet Daniel foretold the same
thing: “ Then the kingdom and dominion,
and the greatness of the kingdoms under
the whole heaven, shall be given to the
people, the saints of the Most High. His
kingdom isan everlasting kingdom, and
al dominions shall serve and obey Him”
(Danid 7:27).

Christ does not plan to change the
world single-handedly. At Hiscoming
Hisfaithful servantswill beimmediately
changed from flesh and blood into immor-
tal spirit beingswho can assist Him. Paul
explained this.

“Now this| say, brethren, that flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
nor does corruption inherit incorruption.
Behold, | tell you amystery: We shall not
all deep, but we shdl al be changed—in
amoment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
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thelast trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised incor-
ruptible, and we shall be changed. For this
corruptible must put on incorruption, and
thismortal must put onimmortality”
(1 Corinthians 15:50-53).
Thesetransformed beingswill sit with
Chrigt on Histhrone. They will servewith
Him asteachersand administratorsduring
Hismillennia reign. (For more details
about theincredible future God hasin store
for mankind, be sureto request your free
copy of the bookletsWhat IsYour Destiny?,
What Happens After Death? and The
Gospd of theKingdom They’refreefor the
asking when you contact any of our offices)

The restoration of all Israel

Long ago God aso promised, “The
daysare surely coming, saysthe Lorob,
when | will raise up for David arighteous
Branch, and he shall reign asking and desl
wisely, and shall execute justice and righ-
teousnessin the land. In hisdays Judah
will be saved and |srael will livein safety”
(Jeremiah 23:5-6, NRSV).

Therestoration of dl of thetribes of
Israel asone nation under thereign of the
Messiah isforetold over and over againin
thewritings of the prophets.

“Then say to them, ‘ Thus saysthe Lord
Gop: “Surely | will take the children of
Isradl from among the nations, wherever
they have gone, and will gather them from
every sdeand bring them into their own
land; and | will makethem onenationin
theland, on the mountains of |srael; and
oneking shall beking over them dl; they
shall no longer betwo nations, nor shall
they ever be divided into two kingdoms
agan”'” (Ezekid 37:21-22).

“Now therefore, thus saysthe Lorb, the
God of Israel, concerning thiscity [Jeru-
sdem] of which you say, ‘It shall be deliv-
ered into the hand of the king of Babylon
by the sword, by the famine, and by the
pestilence’: *Behold, | will gather them out
of dl countrieswhere| have driventhemin
My anger, in My fury, and in greet wrath;

I will bring them back to this place, and

I will causethemto dwell safely. They shall
be My people, and | will betheir God; then
| will givethem one heart and one way, that
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they may fear Meforever...” (Jeremiah
32:36-39).

Since Chrigt will establish Jerusalem as
Hiscapital, thefirst peopleto experience
the effects of Hisrulewill be the restored
kingdom of Israel. Astheir King, Hewill
immediately establish aclose working
relationship with them. “Moreover | will
make a covenant of peace with them, and
it shall be an everlasting covenant with
them; | will establish them and multiply
them, and | will set My sanctuary in their
midst . . . Indeed | will betheir God, and
they shall be My people. The nationsaso
will know thet 1, the Lorp, sanctify Isradl,
when My sanctuary isintheir midst
forevermore” (Ezekid 37:26-28).

The people of Isragl will play aneces-
sary rolein helping other nationsimple-
ment God'sways. Once God has forgiven
their sins, Christ will begin using ahum-
bled and repentant | sragl to spread the
knowledge of God'slaw to other nations.
Thewholeworld will gradualy come
under the administration of aunified code
of law, the law of God. Jesus Christ will
coordinatethisasHereigns over the
nations from Jerusalem. The world will
findly learn to obey God'slaw.

Israel will help the nations
learn God’s ways

Concerning the restored nation of Israel
during Chrigt’smillennid reign, God says:.
“Behold. .. | will hed them and reved to
them the abundance of peace and truth.
And | will causethe captives of Judah and
the captives of Isradl to return, and will
rebuild those places as at thefirdt. | will
cleansethem from dl their iniquity by
which they have sinned against Me, and
| will pardon all their iniquities. . . Then
[Jerusalem] shall beto Meanameof joy,
apraise, and an honor before dl nations of
the earth, who shall hear all the good that
| do to them; they shall fear and tremble
for al the goodness and al the prosperity
that | providefor it” (Jeremiah 33:6-9).

Asthe people of Israel learnto follow
God'sways, their example will inspire
other nationsto seek the same way of
life and to want to reap the same bless-
ings. “ Yes, many peoples and strong
nations shal come to seek the Lorp of
hostsin Jerusalem, and to pray beforethe
Lorp. Thus saysthe Lorp of hosts. ‘In
those days ten men from every language
of the nations shall grasp the deeve of a
Jewish man, saying, “Let usgo with you,
for we have heard that God iswith

Under Jesus Christ’s rule, the world will be transformed into a paradise of peace and
plenty. “.. . Everyone shall sit under his vine and under his fig tree, and no one shall
make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lorp of hosts has spoken” (Micah 4:4).

you"’” (Zechariah 8:22-23).

Nationswill seethat keeping God'slaw
works. They will cometo Jerusalemto
learn how they can apply it intheir own
lands. “Many nations shall come and say,
‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of
the LorD, to the house of the God of
Jacob; Hewill teach us Hisways, and we
shall walk in His paths’ For out of Zion the
law shall go forth, and the word of the
Loro from Jerusdem” (Micah 4:2). Even-
tually “the earth shall befull of the knowl-
edge of the Lorp asthe waters cover the
sed’ (Isaiah 11:9).

The fruit of right knowledge

With Jesus Chrigt asKing, Jerusdem
will be the center of learning for the world.
God'sWord, the Bible, will provideasolid
foundation for the development of educa-
tion and knowledge.

“So shal My word be that goesforth
from My mouth. . . It shdl prosper inthe
thing for which | sent it. For you shal go
out with joy, and beled out with peace; the
mountains and the hills shall bresk forth
into singing before you, and | the trees of
thefield shall clap their hands. Instead of
thethorn shdl come up the cypresstree,
and instead of the brier shal come up the
myrtletree; and it shall beto the Lorb for
aname, for an everlasting Sign that shall
not be cut off” (Isaiah 55:11-13).

Prosperity will increasewhile crime and
corruption will cease. “Instead of bronze
will bring gold, instead of iron | will bring
slver, instead of wood, bronze, and instead
of stones, iron. | will also make your offi-
cers peace, and your magistrates righteous-
ness. Violence shal nolonger beheardin
your land, neither wasting nor destruction
within your borders. . " (Isaiah 60:17-18).

It takes much more than mere knowl-
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edge, however, to produce lasting peace
and cooperation. A spiritual changeisaso
necessary. It will bethat spiritual changein
the people of Isragl that will inspire other
nationsto admiretheir way of lifeand
want to emulaeit.

“Ohouseof lgrad, . .. for My holy
name'ssake. . . | will takeyou from
among the nations, gather you out of al
countries, and bring you into your own
land. Then I will sprinkle clean water on
you, and you shall be clean; | will cleanse
you from all your filthinessand from all
your idols. | will giveyou anew heart and
put anew spirit within you; | will take the
heart of stone out of your flesh and give
you aheart of flesh. | will put My Spirit
within you and cause you towak in My
statutes, and you will keep My judgments
and do them” (Ezekiel 36:22-27).

The gpiritual restoration of humanity is
the most important transformation that will
occur during thismillennial period when
theworld istransformed. The Spirit of
God will enable peopleto willingly and
enthusiadticaly obey Him from the heart.
“But thisisthe covenant that | will make
with the house of |sradl after those days,
saysthe Loro: | will put My law in their
minds, and writeit on their hearts; and |
will betheir God, and they shall be My
people’ (Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 8:10).

God's Spirit will phenomenaly trans-
form people. Obedience will bewide-
spread; peoplewill exhibit honorable lead-
ership and enjoy astable society. “I will
restore your judges as et thefirst, and your
counsglors as at the beginning. Afterward
you shall be called thecity of righ-
teousness, thefaithful city” (Isaiah 1:26).

The changeswill be permanent, lasting
throughout subsequent generations. “Also
your people shall al berighteous; they
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shall inherit theland forever . . . that | may
be glorified. A little one shal become a
thousand, and asmall one a strong nation.
[, theLorp, will hastenitinitstime”
(Isaiah 60:21-22).

Each new generation will carry on this
tradition of righteousness. “All your chil-
dren shdl betaught by the Lorp, and great
shall be the peace of your children” (Isaiah
54:13). People the world over will notice
and respect their example. “ Their descen-
dants shall be known among the Gentiles,
and their offspring among the people. All
who seethem shal acknowledge them,
that they are the posterity whom the LorD
hasblessad” (Isaiah 61:9).

Spirituality spreads

As people from other nations see what
happensin Jerusalem and itsenvirons,
they too will want to serve the living God.
“Also the sons of theforeigner who join
themsalvesto the Lorb, to serve Him, and
to lovethe name of the Lorb, to be His
servants—everyone who keepsfrom
defiling the Sabbath, and holdsfast My
covenant—even them | will bring to My
holy mountain, and make them joyful in
My house of prayer . . . For My house shall
be called ahouse of prayer for dl nations’
(Isaiah 56:6-7).

Finaly the barriers between Israel and
other nationswill fall. Thiswill occur
because dl will eventualy realize“there
isneither Jaw nor Greek, thereisneither
davenor freg, thereis neither male nor
female; for you areadl onein Christ Jesus’
(Gdatians 3:28).

Physical blessings

As people theworld over begin to obey
God, firgt by getting their spiritua priori-
tiesstraight, they will begin to experience
unprecedented physical prosperity.

“*Behold, the days are coming, saysthe
Lorb, ‘when the plowman shall overtake
the regper, and the treader of grapeshim
who sows seed; the mountains shal drip
with sweet wine, and dl the hills shall flow
withit . .. They shal build the waste cities
and inhabit them; they shall plant vine-
yards and drink wine from them; they
shall aso make gardensand et fruit from
them’” (Amos 9:13-14).

I saiah comparesthistimeto a perpetua
feast with the best of everything. “Onthis
mountain the Lorp of hostswill makefor
all peoplesafeadt of rich food, afeast of
well-aged wines, of rich food filled with
marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear”
(Isaiah 25:6, NRSV).

Notice thisinspiring description of

g e

i ﬁ:’m;

blessingsyet to come: “They shall build
houses and inhabit them; they shdl plant
vineyards and eat their fruit. They shdl not
build and another inhabit; they shall not
plant and another et; for like the days of a
tree shall the days of my people be, and
my chosen shdl long enjoy the work of
their hands. They shdl not labor invain, or
bear children for cadamity; for they shall be
offgpring blessed by the Loro—and their
descendants aswell.

“Beforethey call | will answer, while
they areyet speaking | will hear. The
wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
thelion shall eat straw liketheox . ..
They shall not hurt or destroy on dl my
holy mountain, saysthe Lorp” (Isaiah
65:21-25, NRSV).

Thisvision of themillennid reign of
Chrigtisnot anillusion but apromise of
reality. Jesus Chrigt will return to earth to
spiritudly transform its people and estab-
lish utopia, a paradise on earth. The com-
bination of removing Satan’sinfluence,
giving humanity God's Spirit and teaching
the world the laws and ways of God will
produce 1,000 years of peace and asociety
blessed beyond itswildest dreams.

But, incredible as this sounds, prophecy
revealsthat an even more amazing period
awaits mankind.

Beyond : Mllléﬁhlum

e have seen that Jesus
Chrigt, assisted by His
faithful servants, will trans-
form theworld after His
return to earth. But, even after this 1,000
year reign of peace and prosperity, much
important work lies ahead.

Jesus spoke of atime when the people
of dl nationswould gather before Him.
Why? So He can “ separate them one from
another, asashepherd divides his sheep
fromthegoats’ (Matthew 25:32).

Notice the nature and result of this sepa-
ration: “ Then the King will say to those on
Hisright hand, ‘ Come, you blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of theworld'”
(verses 33-34). “Then Hewill also say to
those on the left hand, ‘ Depart from Me,

you cursed, into the everlasting fire pre-
pared for the devil and hisangels . ..
These will go away into everlasting pun-
ishment, but the righteousinto eternd life’
(verse4l, 46).

How will this happen? Who will be
involved in thisjudgment? Notice how
Jesus Christ will perform the process of
separating the wicked from the righteous.
At the beginning of Hisreign He begins
to judge between the nations, teaching
them to turn from evil to righteousness
(Isaiah 2:4).

Satan released for a short time

Also, asthe millennia reign of Chrit
begins, Scripturetelsusthat an angel
“saized the dragon, that ancient serpent
who isthe Devil, or Satan, and chained

himup . . . till thethousand yearswere
ended.” However, thisis not the end of
Satan’srolein human effairs, because
“dfter that he must belet loosefor alittle
while” (Revelation 20:2-3, REB).

Notice what happens at the end of the
Millennium: “When the thousand years
are ended, Satan will belet loose from his
prison, and he will come out to seduce the
nationsin the four quarters of the earth.
He will muster them for war, the hosts of
Gog and Magog, countless as the sands
of the sea. They marched up over the
breadth of theland and laid siegeto the
camp of God's people and the city He
loves. But fire came down on them from
heaven and consumed them. Their
seducer, the Devil, was flung into the lake
of fireand sulfur .. " (verses 7-10, REB).

Beyond the Millennium 29
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Why would God release Satan to again
seduce people after the wonderful 1,000-
year reign of Jesus Chrit? Though no spe-
cific explanation isgiven, alogical reason
for thisturn of events seems evident.

During the Millennium people will
have the choice of only oneway of life—
theway Christ teachesthem. Many gener-
ationswill grow up without ever being
exposed to any other way of life.

From the beginning, however, God has
awaysalowed peopleto choose between
good and evil (Deuteronomy 30:19). It
would be amigtaketo believe that no one
born during the Millennium would ever
choosethewaysof Satanif the opportunity
wereavailable.

We can see from the events described
in Revelation 20 that God will make that
choice available to many people who will
live during that 1,000-yesar era. Itisaso
reasonableto believe that some of them
will respond to Satan’sintrigue and
choose his selfish, rebellious ways over
the cooperative and loving ways of God.

Sufficient numbers of people will make
thischoiceto form asizablearmy. “They
marched across the breadth of the earth
and surrounded the camp of God's people,
thecity heloves. But fire came down from
heaven and devoured them” (Revelation
20:9, NIV).

God has dways tested His peopleto see
what isin their hearts (Deuteronomy 8:2;
1 Thessalonians 2:4; Hebrews 11:17). We
should not assumethat those living during
the Millennium will be treated differently.
Thiswill beatest that at least some of
them will have to face. No doubt al who
live during that 1,000 yearswill havethe
opportunity to see whether they will be
faithful to God and Hisways. The only
examplerevealed to us, however, isthat
God will release Satan for atime.

Oncethistest isover, Satan will never
again be allowed to deceive anyone.

The general resurrection of the dead

Now the greatest judgment of all must
begin. Asweread earlier, at the return of
Chrigt only Hisfaithful saintswill beres-
urrected. Prophecy revedsthat “ therest
of thedead did not live again until the
thousand yearswerefinished” (Revelation
20:5). Another resurrection will take place
after the Millennium!

Theenormity of thisevent isdifficult
to convey, and itsSignificanceishard to
imagine. What isto happen to the unsaved
billions of people who have ever lived?
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What isthistime of judgment all about?

Now isthetimefor all other people—
al thosewho lived from Adam’stime up
to the generation living into the Millen-
nium at Christ’sreturn—to learn the truth
of God and enjoy the same opportunity for
salvation given to those who lived during
the Millennium. They will dl beraised
from the dead with amarvel ous opportu-
nity to know God for thefirst time!

First, notice the description and setting

-

The reason these people did not appear
inthefirg resurrection isthat they were
not among the firstfruitswho werefirst
caled and then judged to be worthy of
eternd lifeinthat earlier resurrection. God
did not chooseto call them to salvationin
the previous age of man, when Peter spoke
of conversonintermsof “asmany as
the Lord our God will cal” (Acts 2:39).
Contrary to popular belief, today isnot
the only day of sdvation: “...Nows...

Now is the time for all other people to learn the truth

of Ged and enjoy the same opportunity for salvation

given to these who lived during the Mlllennium.

of thisresurrection: “Then | saw agrest
whitethroneand Himwho st onit. . ”
(verse 11).

John, invision, then witnessed an
astounding sight: “And | saw the dead,
small and great, standing before God, and
books were opened. And another book was
opened, which isthe Book of Life. And
the dead were judged according to their
works, by the things which were written
inthe books’ (verse 12).

Thisistheresurrection of the“rest of
the dead” mentioned earlier. Inhisvision
John saw them stand before God'sthrone.

What does this mean? We must let the
Bible explainitsdlf. But first we need to
understand the implication of certain
critical words and expressions.

Theword judgment does not haveto
imply acondemnation to desth. It can just
aswell refer to an acquittal, the determina:
tion that aperson should not be punished.
Judgment issmply aprocessto decide
who deserves a punishment or reward and
who does not. The judgment described in
Revelation 20 isjust that: a separation of
the wicked and the righteous. Some will
be punished, but many more will have
their names entered into the Book of Life.

What arethe criteriafor thisjudgment?
Two factorsareinvolved. These people are
judged “ by the things which were written
inthebooks’ and “according to their
works’ (verse 12). The Greek word for
“books” ishiblion, meaning the booksin
the Holy Scriptures, the Bible. Thosein
thisresurrection are judged by the biblical
criteriafor righteousness.

Now, what “works’ of theirsmust be
judged? Thisisimportant to understand.
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aday of savation” (2 Corinthians 6:2,
Young'sLiterd Trandation).

In many casesthese people's past works
would count against them. But other pas-
sagesin the Bible explain that they will
not be judged on past performance done.
They will be resurrected and given oppor-
tunity and timeto repent and demonstrate
their willingnessto obey God. After al,
most of these billions of resurrected men,
women and children will have never
known the true God or heard of Jesus
Christ and the Bible.

People from all human eras
resurrected together

Notice that Jesus saysthe people of His
generation will risein thisresurrection
along with people from other agesand
other nations. “ The queen of the South will
rise up in the judgment with this genera-
tion and condemn it, for she came from the
ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon; and indeed agreater than
Solomonishere’ (Matthew 12:42).

Jesus stated that “the queen of the
South” —better known asthe Queen of
Sheba, who lived in Solomon’stime
amogt 1,000 years earlier—will be resur-
rected to life again with those who heard
Christ preachin Hisday!

“And you, Capernaum, . . . if the mighty
workswhich were donein you had been
donein Sodom, it would have remained
until thisday . . . It shal be moretolerable
for theland of Sodom in the day of judg-
ment than for you” (Matthew 11:23-24).
Here Jesus said that those who had lived in
Sodom—who were destroyed for their
notorious depravity dmost 2,000 years
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earlier—will be morewilling to accept and
obey Chrigt “intheday of judgment” than
Jesus own contemporaries.

Thiswill beatruly remarkabletime
when people of al erasand nationsare
brought back to lifeto learn God'struth for
thefirgt time. Contrary to the common reli-
gious belief that people who have never
heard of Christ goto hell or purgatory at
desath, the Bible revedlsthat all will have
the opportunity to choose whether they
will learn God'sway, repent and receive
God'sgift of eternd life.

Details of this great resurrection

What will happen when these people
come back tolifefor thistime of judg-
ment? The prophet Ezekidl givesusthe
answer. Inavison heseesahugevaley
full of dried bones, al that remained of
many long-dead people (Ezekid 37:1-2).
Heistold, “ Son of man, these bonesare
the whole house of Isradl. They indeed say,
*Our bones are dry, our hopeislog, and
we ourselvesare cut off!’” (verse 11).

Likemost people, they probably
believed that when asinner diesdl hopeis
lost for him. Through Ezekidl’s dramatic
vison, God correctsthat falseidea

Hereiswhat God reveals concerning
this great mass of people who died without
repentance. “‘ Behold, O My people, | will
open your graves and cause you to come
up from your graves, and bring you into
theland of Israel. Then you shall know
that | am the Lorp, when | have opened
your graves, O My people, and brought
you up from your graves. | will put My
Spiritinyou, and you shdl live,and . ..
you shdl know that I, the Lorb, have
spokenit and performed it, saysthe
LorD” (verses 12-14).

The purpose of thisresurrectionisto
make God's Spirit available to these peo-
ple so they can live, not to condemn or
destroy them. Remember that “ God our
Savior . . . desresal mento be saved and

to cometo the knowledge of thetruth”
(1 Timothy 2:3-4).
Thisresurrection will make God'sfer-

— vent desirepossible. It will open the door

so dl peoplewho have ever lived can be
taught the truth and receive the opportunity
to repent so they, too, can be saved.

Thismeansthat the judgment of that
day will taketime, enough timefor people
to changetheir lives, sufficient timefor
them to show clear evidence of repentance
and provethemsalvesfaithful to God.

Of course, patienceis God's nature.
Heisaso merciful. That iswhy Peter
tellsus, “The Lord isnot dack concern-
ing His promise, as some count dackness,
but islongsuffering toward us, not willing
that any should perish but that al should
cometo repentance’ (2 Peter 3:9). In
His master plan of salvation, God has
scheduled atime and opportunity for
repentance for everyone.

God’s judgment is complete

Any time of judgment involves deci-
sions. At the end of thisjudgment period
God will separate the last of the wicked
from the righteous and destroy the wicked
forever. “And they were judged, each one
according to hisworks. Then Death and
Hadeswere cast into the lake of fire. This
isthe second death. And anyone not found
written in the Book of Lifewas cagt into
thelake of fire’ (Revelation 20:13-15).

Unlike those raised to immortdity in
thefirst resurrection (verse 6; 1 Corin-
thians 15:50-53), the peoplein thisresur-
rection are composed of physical flesh
(Ezekiel 37:4-10). They are mortal, given
temporary life with an opportunity to
repent and choose God'sway of life.
They are subject to “the second death,”
and some will till refuseto repent and
submit to God.

Notice who will suffer the second desth
in thelake of fire. “But the cowardly, unbe-
lieving, abominable, murderers, sexudly
immora, sorcerers, idolaters, and dl liars
shall havetheir part inthelake which
burnswith fireand brimstone, whichiis
the second death” (Revelation 21:8).

This second death will be complete
destruction from which no resurrection is
possible. As Jesus Himsdlf explained, all
who do not repent will perish (Luke 13:2-
5). The prophet Malachi explained the
findlity of thisdestruction: “* For behold,
the day is coming, burning like an oven,
and al the proud, yes, al who do wickedly
will be stubble. And the day whichis

coming shall burnthem up, saysthe Lorb
of hogts, ‘that will leave them neither root
nor branch’” (Mdachi 4:1).

Eveninthis God ismerciful. Rather
than dlowing sometoliveonin alife of
sinand rebellion that will bring only sor-
row and anguish to themselves and those
around them, God will smply remove any
source of potential suffering. Thosewho
willingly refuse to repent and choose eter-
nal lifewill be utterly destroyed, reduced
to nothing but ashes (verse 3). Thisisafar
more merciful and loving fate than that
represented by the common misconception
of the unrepentant tortured forever in an
ever-burning hell. (To better understand
thishiblical truth, be sureto request the
free booklet What Happens After Death?)

A new heaven and a new earth

But John’s vision does not end
with the lake of fire. “Now | saw anew
heaven and anew earth, for thefirst
heaven and the first earth had passed
away” (Revelation 21:1).

Thelast two chapters of the book of
Revelation present the vision the apostle
John received of amarvelous renewal
of heaven and earth. The earthitsdlf is
described as having “no more sed” (same
verse), no longer needing the oceans so
necessary for the surviva of mortal
human beings.

Who will inherit this* new heaven and
new earth”? John quotes God giving the
answer: “Hewho overcomes shdl inherit
al things, and | will be hisGod and he
shdl beMy son” (verse 7).

These“children of God, . . . heirs
of God and joint heirswith Christ”
(Romans 8:17), will become like
Jesus Christ istoday (1 John 3:1-2) as
co-owners of the wonderfully renewed
heaven and earth.

Asthe gpostle Paul explained, “the suf-
ferings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which shall
berevededinus’ (Romans8:18) whenwe
“inherit al things”

This promised inheritanceis made pos-
shblethrough Jesus Chrigt, “for whom are
al thingsand by whom are dl things,”
who playsacentra role“in bringing many
sonsto glory” (Hebrews 2:10).

Paul comments on the nature of the
glory we are destined to inherit: “The
sun has asplendour of itsown, the moon
another splendour, and the starsyet
another; and one ster differsfrom another
in brightness. So it iswith the resurrection
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of the dead: what is sown asaperishable
thing israised imperishable. Sownin
humiliation, it israisedin glory; sownin
weskness, itisraised in power; sowna
physical body, it israised aspiritual body”
(1 Corinthians 15:41-44, REB).

The new heaven and new earth will be
populated with the children of God who
aremiraculoudy changed into immortal
spirit beings (verse 51-54).

The eternal family of God

Thenext thing John seesin hisvisonis
acity, New Jerusalem, coming down from
heaven asagift from God. Thecity is
described as*abride adorned for her hus-
band” (Revelation 21:2), adescription that
emphasizesthe relationship of itsinhabi-
tants. It representsthe eternal household
or community of the children of God.
Thehusband, or bridegroom, is Christ
(Matthew 25:1), who is“thefirstborn
among many brethren” (Romans 8:29).

God Himself dwells among them.
“And | heard aloud voice from heaven
saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and He will dwell with them,
and they shall be His people. God Him-
self will be with them and be their God”
(Revelation 21:3). Thiscommunity is
God'sfamily.

Residents of thiscity arethetrue | srael
of God” (Gaatians6:16). “Also shehad a
grest and high wall with twelve gates, and
twelve angels at the gates, and names writ-
ten on them, which arethe names of the
twelve tribes of the children of Isradl”
(Revelation 21:12).

In other words, they are the spiritua
descendants of Abraham, “the father of
all those who believe’ (Romans4:11;
compare Galatians 3:29). For “by faith
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Abraham obeyed when hewas caled

to go out to the place which hewould
receive asan inheritance. . . Hedweltin
theland of promise asin aforeign coun-
try, dwelling in tentswith Isaac and
Jacob, the heirswith him of the same
promise; for he waited for the city which
has foundeations, whose builder and
maker is God” (Hebrews 11:8-10).

The huge dimensions of city indicate
the awesome success Jesus Christ will
have in bringing the overwhelming
majority of people who have ever lived
to repentance and salvation. “ The city is
laid out asasquare; itslength isas great
asits breadth. And he measured the city
with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs
[1,500 miles, or 2,500 kilometers]. Its
length, breadth, and height are equal”
(Revelation 21:16).

God revesls here that the number of
people who will come to repentance and
receive eterna life will be like the sand
on the seashore and the starsin the heav-
ens. beyond the natura ability of any
human being to count them. Thisisthe
blessing God promised to Abraham
(Genesis22:17).

Thevision the gpostle John received
of thismagnificent city providesuswith a
graphic picture—avisud illustration—of
the family God is creating. God dwellsin
themidst of thiscity of Hisimmortal,
spirit children.

Another garden of paradise

Thebiblical account of man beginsin
the Garden of Eden at the confluence of
four rivers. Inthe midst of that garden
God placed the tree of life and the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis
2:8-15). Satan, the great decelver, first
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persuaded Eveto sin, then Adam joined
her. Asaresult of their rebellion against
God'singruction, Adam and Eve choseto
partake of the fruit of thetree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil—adeadly mixture
that has brought suffering and anguish to
mankind ever since (Genesis 3:1-6).

Thefina chapter in the account of
human destiny closeswith adescription
of another garden. It surroundsthe throne
of God from which ariver flowswith the
“water of life”

“And he showed me apureriver of
water of life, clear ascrysta, proceeding
from the throne of God and of the Lamb.
Inthe middle of its Street, and on either
side of theriver, wasthetreeof life. . ”
(Revelation 22:1-2).

Thefruit in this paradiseis good. “And
there shdl be no more curse, but the throne
of God and of the Lamb shall beinit, and
Hisservantsshal serve Him” (verse 3).

You can know the future

At the beginning of thisbooklet we
posed aquestion: Must we remain igno-
rant of our future? Now we can see that
God provides usaclear picture of our
destiny. But the decision is ours. We must
choose whether we will turn from the
ways of Satan and this present evil world
(represented in the Garden of Eden by the
tree of knowledge of good and evil) to the
righteous ways of God (pictured by the
tree of life).

Notice Jesus wordsin Revelation
22:6-7 asHe closesthe vision of the new
heaven and the new earth: “. . . These
words arefaithful and true. . . Behold,
| am coming quickly! Blessed ishewho
keeps the words of the prophecy of
this book.”
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